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INTRODUCTION,

i

To wr RraDERS.

There are certain peculisrities in the structurs of
Hebrew verse which have struck the sttention of nearly
all who have duly examined the mbject. One of the most
marked of theas is the parallelism of sentiment and ex-
pression everywhere abounding a8 the essential of Jewish
versifieation. Slovenly rendered in prossic Knglish, thess
parallelimms have to modern ears & smaek of tantology.
Bat it has long struck the anthor that Jewish poctry waa
originally and essentially responsive, consisting of the
uttaranes of & sentiment in exeited and elevated mood by

" one party ss leader, and vesponded to impromptn by
snother party, who echoed the sentiment of the Grst with
varied expression, snd sometimes with varied phses, of
the initiative thomght, - Occasionally a third or fourth
joined 4o sustain and amplify the poskic theme. And at
cortain smphasized intervale al-+edhoed amd re-echoed
together some spirit-stirring proposition of no small im-
portance in reference to what had-besn already ennncisted
or had to follow, The choruses, in fact, sonstituted the
telling epitome, or the thrilling disclosure, or the vital
link of the poem as far as it had proceeded. Buch, in my
humble conception, was the origin of the peculiar form of
verge prevalent amonget the Israelitish people. And this
conclusion is in part sustained by the customs of Bhemitie
tribes to this day. The following graphic passage I take
from * The Mission of Inguiry to the Jews," (p. 61):—
“The young Araba (say the writers), in order to cheer
the way, cbmmenced a native dance and song. Ose of
them advancing a little before the rest, began the song
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dancing forward as he repeated the words, when the reat
following him in regular order, joined in the chorus, keep-
ing time by & simultaneous clapping of hands. They sang
soveral Arabian songe in this way, responding to one
another, and daneing along the firm sand of the sea-shors,
in the clear beantifol moonlight. The responss, the dance,
and the elapping of hands, brought many parts of the
Word of God to our minds.” Other travellers have noted
the sama thing. The immutability, or at most elight
medification of custome is such in the East, that this
scene may be no insignificant index of primeval singing
amongst aome of the first populations of the world. Of
the like kind, in &ll probability, was tha song, chores, and
demce of Mirtam snd her companions when Jehovah
gloriously triumphed at the Red Bes. There is forther
eonfirmation of the matter, inaemuch as when analysis of
the poetie passages of Seripture i sttempted. sntiphonal
sbraciures and expressions everywhere abound, and impart
charactor to the parallelisms as thonght-rhythms. At
any rate, without disfigoroment or violenes antiphonals
may be construeted : more, the sense, pathos, and beanty
of the whole composition are frequently enhanced by such
& disposition of the parts. Take for instance :—

Peiiw IT. A Dunoerz oz Erxsroveive Bowe.®

First chorss.

1 rage the nations #

the contrive yanity ?

2. The kings of the land have set themselves,
And the pri ara firmly togethar,
Against Jehovah, and against his Messish.

Chorus, representing the rebellions.

3. Let us burst their hands,’
And east from us their pords.
Havond clorne,
4, Bitting in the heavens He will laugh ;
The Lord will hold them in derision.

® D, Pro Smith's * Testimony to Messiah," val. 1, p. 125,
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6. Then He will reébuke them in his wrath ;
And in his i angst'ﬂ'swﬂ]allrm them.
Cme in the mame of God.
6. But T have snoimted my kng,
Upon Fion, the mouwmbuin myllnd-
O]aulkmqfﬁajﬁ'm
7. T will declare the decree :
Jehorah hath said to me,
My Bom art Thon
T this day have Thee,
B. Mﬁ'umma,nnd will give the natione, thine inheritance ;
And th the uttermost bounde of tha earth.
8. Thon break them with an iron scepirs :
A= the vessels of & shalt Thon dssh them.
Porhaps the teo choruses combinad,
10, Now, therefors, gehﬁ , bethink yoursalves ;
Bs'wu'nedysﬁf ﬂnu.rth.

And rejoisa with t.ramhhn

12. Do homage to the Son, leﬁ‘t:‘ﬂn'baln.gq’*
And]'armah on the road,
When hia wrath ia even rmu. moment kindled !
Blessed are all who trust in Him !

+ 11, Herve

First Froice. Tho earth ix the Lord's, and the folness thersof «
Hacond Foice. The world, and they that dwell therein,
Chorus. For He hath founded it upon the seas,
And established it upon the floods.
First Foics. Who shall sscend into the hill of the Lord ?
Or who shall stand in his holy placef
Bagond Foice. He that hath clean
And a pure heart ;
Wha hath not lifted op his soul unto vanity,
Mor sworn deceitfull
Hslha.“rﬂﬂeivathl{lauiugfmmﬂmm
And rightecusnses from the God of his salvation.
Chores, This is the generation of them that seek Him,
Who seek thy face are Jaooh indeed.
Eirst Foice. Lift up your heads, O ye gates
A.nﬂbeyehl‘tof, ertaating doors
And the King ﬁylﬁﬂlmmam.
Becomd Foice, Whois this King of glory#
Chorws. The Lord atronﬁﬂnnd mighty,
The Lord mighty in



¥i INTEODUCTION.

First Voice, Lift u

Even lift them E !wam;mi

And the Kix ggzy ahall sonye in.
Becond Foloe. o i8 this King of glory?
Chorus. The Lord of Hoata,

He is the King of glorey. )

Now this facility of Hebrew verse to take an anii-
phonal form with great effectivensss, seems to be & delicate
* but & positive proof thet it was so moulded originally—
that the responsive elament was its life and its charm, -

The elaborate compositions of the prophets and their
contemporarios may never have boen intended for formal
responeive singing: and the eame may be true of some of
the Paalms; but parallelisms having once originated for
such purposs, and heving had the sanction of ages, became
a national habitude of verse-expression of all kinds, sven
when the responsive element waa not sctually ealled into
operstion. It may also be justly sllowed, that in now
seeking to reproduce the responsive parts in compositions
thai may have been dewigned for such ezercise, different
minds may fix wpon diversified arrangements of responses
and chotuses, becanse abaolute indication of the divisions
fixed by the anthor, may,in the transmission of the poems,
bave been entirely obliferated; but of this we are not
quite aure, A minute inspection of the complex aystom
of accents and panses, introdoced by the Masoretes, may
exhibit su intentional preservation of thin self.same thing
in certain parta of the sacred text.

The peculisr festuren of this work ave the following :—

lst. Beaponsive Services, in threo parts. The firat
part comprises servioes taken entirely from the Scriptures,
and for the firet time arranged for congragational response
and service. In ndapting the passages to such usage, the
author hes talcen not only those that he opined were
originally intended for such purpose, and probably so em-
ployed in the Temple-servies of Jernsalem, but even other

wrtions that might profitably be so arranged. It is hoped
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that, besides proving aids to devotion, these services will
evince the sense and power of Holy Truth. Extant liturgies
chiefly those evangelical in toue, and ss far ss adaptable
to the radicsl idea of this work, constitute the sesond
part. In those of early date, being eritical restorstions, o
few omissions have been made, prineipally of prayers, for
which indications for extempore supplication have been
substituted. A few expressions which could not well be
used by our modern churches have been altered, and the
words inserted in lisn are italisised. Thosa early liturgies
are given as much aa specimens of what obtained in the
initial epochs of Church.life as for worship now-a-days.
The Church-of England serviees here appear in abridged,
modified, and it is hoped improved form. To the ex-
cellent and valuable Biblical Liturgy by the Bov, David
Thomas, the suthor is indebied for four compositions
in this portion of the work. Becanse of their length
in the original servicea they are here abridged and, more-
over, fully adapted to congregetional response. The third
part consista of services original in composition. Three,
entitied Obedience, Purity, Eternity, are from the pen of
a friend, who kindly sasisted the author ; by whoee aid
greater vaviety has been secured in this part.

The services of the #hole work, thongh divided into
thres distinet portions, are yet designated under one, and
not three series of numbers, in arder to prevent confusion
of reference, such as one sometimes painfully witnesses in
the use of Watts' Fealma and Hymns. By the arrange-
ment adopted, sny minister ean appoint & liturgy for
morning of evening devotion, by simply announcing the
pumber of the service, as the 5th, 15th, or 26th, as he
may wish and see proper. And if any one object to the
use of Responsive Berviees that are not in the fprissimis
werbis of Soripture, he is under no particular neceasity to use
parts two and three; he may confine himself entirely to the
first part. For those who have no such scruple, but can
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embrace evangelism, whether in the language of the ancient
or modern churches, and regard as much the spirit as the
letter of the Divine record, the second portion will supply
with the besi ntterances of the universal Church of
Christ, so thet they may worship in goneord with the
sainted dead. And the third portion will remind them of
the Church se a present, living reslity, having the Spirit
now as well as in the days of yore ; and whilst not despising
the pood of antiguity, but conserving it, also able to
sontemplate wants and joys that are, and to present them
asceptably before the All-inviting Mediatorial Throne.
2nd. No made prayers. I'ree prayer was a grand
institute of the primal Chureh: it gave lifs and power to
it. For premeditated prayer, extemporanecus in miter-
ance, as oontradistinguished from eold, prepared, unvaried
public prayers, many charches have nobly contended for
Eenerations, and the author is not wishful to disown and dis-
throne frep prayer. He would leave it precisely where it is,
with this exception: that whereas * long prayer,” sa it is
fumiliarly designated, is now often too rambling, too pro-
tracted, and oo wospirituslizing, the author would aasist
davolion by the use of a responsive serviee, in which all
should bear & distinet and hearty shave, and by this means
prepare for short, effective, holy, spontanecus prayer on
the part of the minister and church., * TLong prayer,”
whirh 18 a decided abuse of free prayer, might be for ever
banished from our eotscerated fanes, to the glad relief of
both pastor and people. Not unfrequently hus the author
seen in emall towns, and occasionally in large omes, a
pulpit ocoupier, who had small ability in preaching, but
tolerable gift in prayer, appoint four singings, make three
prayers, the second one of excessive length, snd all that
there might be but fifteen or twenty minutes left for sermon.
izing. This is & disgusting time-serving in the house of
God; & dodge which old and young soon eomprehend.
It is unseemly ; and the writer wishes, by & judicions aid,



