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GENERAL INFORMATION.

BANEA.

Lloyd's Bank Limited. The Oid Baok, Foregate Btrest. T.ondom
Mfiee r 71, Lombanl Steest, IO

Farr'a .Hl]:!:lk['.:, Limited. Fasrtgate Htrest, London Office : Bartholomew
e, E.C.
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Chief Ofee . Vondon.
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gnd Westminster Buank, Lid.
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Mencheater and Liverpool Distrie:e Banking Co., Litd., 22
Foregate Strect.  Head e | Manchester,
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Eaton and Hawarden.—Usnal hire for Cne-liores Conveyanoe (2 peraons),
Eaton, 8., Hawarden, 128, Pairdorse Conveyanes, (2 persona)l,
Eaton, 15,-: Hawarden. 17;.

Bteambort Fares —Chester and Ereleston (3k miles), Bd. single ; Bd,
retien.  Chester und Lleon Bridge 1594 miles), 8d, sngle . 1'- retaro.
N return ticketa given on Bank Holldays,

Fleasure Boat Fares.—HBopts cnrrﬂ'inq ot more thao 2 versons, 8d. :
4 peraona, Bd.; B pereens, 1= and 10 prrsona, 1.8 par hour. Harges
carrying wot more bhan 20 peranns, 1'8: and ever >paone, Bi- jer
hoar. o Good Friday, Bank Holidaye, and during Whitses Wesek,
apecinl fares nre antbori=ml,

Town Hall —Marlet Byoare,

General Fost Offlce—8r, John Street,

Fres Publio Library —8t. Toln Sereet, Open ench week day (Friday

aftorncon excapladl,

PalicHu ﬂi%:_:n. Town Holl.—Entranoe from Princess Strost, [Telephone
o, DO

Public Bathe.—Haths Sireet. Open daily. Plange Balhs, 3d. to 8d.
Blipper Buths, 3d, and Gd.  Vaponr Baihe, 10 and 18

EBailway Btations.—Orresarn (City Hoad} for L. & K. W, and G. W
Mnin Lings, Birkenhend, the Welsh Coart pad Monntnne, and the
Eathin and Corwen Distriot.

CaesHiRE Liwes (Delamers stroet and Tiverpool Road) for Hawiarden,
Wrexham, Manchester. aod the Great Centrl sretem:  See Phillipson
and Gelder's ** Yellow ' Bwilaax Guide, poblished monthly, Price 1d.

Corporation Eleotric Tramways run to Holtney feom the Railway
St fom, and also bo the Sobort of Boughton.

Porcrarion, il —Modeipnl Horoogh, 33,808 Parliamentary Boromeh,
45204, BrimTn FKaTe, 1906: 270 per 1,000. Deitu Bave, 1506 175
pear 1,000,




THE

HANDBOOK o CHESTER.

INTRODUCTION.

HESTER stands alone amongst all the ancient
cities and towns of Great Britain—unique in its
history, disposition, and architectural character.

Certainly we have no town which has retained so many
important monuments of its original founders; and
which presents at the present day so many evidences of
its medimval character, In addition to this no town in
Europe can show its walls in so complete a state as those
of Chester. These facts alone are sufficient to render
Chester a place of absorbing interest to the antiquarian,
architect, historian, and the educated wvisitor, [t is not
too much to say that no intelligent wisitor will ever
regret or forget the days or hours he may devote to the
examination of this most interesting place.

Speaking of the early state of Chester, Winlkle truth-

fully remarks :;—"Of all the Roman stations in Hritain,
Chester scems to have been the most important, It was
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called Chester par excellence, all other stations or chesters
had some addition to distinguish them from one another
and from this, which was #ke chester, 2k camp, 2be station
of stations, What it might have been before the Roman
invasion, may be left to the enquiry of those who delight
to roam at large in the wide and pleasant regions of
conjecture, To those who would rather tread the paths
of certainty, it will be sufficient to trace the history of
this city no higher than the settlement of the Romans
on this spot, of which there can be no doubt. Proofs of
this fact are pumerous enough in and near the city of
Chester, such as pavements, brick work, vessels and coins
of Roman workmanship” We agree with Winkle in
this ; and shall content ourselves in the following brief
survey of the History of Chester by tracing its rise and
progress from the Roman occupation, Chester was
doubtless an carly British town or camp long before the
Roman Invasion, and, in conjunction with the natural
advantages of its sitoation, it in all probability was of
considerable importance. Whatever it may have been,
it was swept away when the Twentieth Legion took
possession of the spot and made it the most important
caump in Brtain.

During the Middle Ages, Chester was a city of no
small [inportance, as wili be seen by the briel historical
notes which follow, From the beginning of the tenth to
the end of the seventecntli century the city appears to
have been frequently disturbed by wars and rumours of
wars ; but from that epoch until now Chester has been
left in comfort to cultivate the arts of peace ; and to hald
its proud position as the business heart of a lovely county
teeming with agricultural wealth,



