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Tue ecconnt of the life and character of D
JoN D. GopMaN has bean prepared from the
several brief memoirs and enlogies published shortly
after his deceass, and from the tract irsned by “The
Trast Association of Friends,” eotitled # A Bkeich
of the Lifs and Chameter of Dr. John B. Godman.”

#“The Kambles of s Naturalist™ have been repub-
lished from  The Friond,” a weckly paper, for the

columne of which the espays were oripnally contri-
buted.
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DR. JOHN D. GODMAN.

Dm. JoBN D. Gonwan, the author of the plessing
deaeriptions which, under their aimple titls, “ Ram-
bles of & Naturalist,” eontain a0 ‘much of the bean-
tiful and true, waa born at Anwapolis, in Maryland,
in the year 1708, At a very carly age he was de-
prived, by their death, of both his parents. He
was then placed nnder the care of an aunt, whose
intellectnal attainments and clavated piety, united
to much sweetness of dispusttion, eminently gualified
her for the direction of the youthfu! mind, Hiw
fondness for books and aptitude for learning were
remarkable ; while his frank, sengitive, and aweet
temiper gained the affection of all sround him. It
is paid that he had such a reverence for truth, even
from infancy, that he waa never known to equivocate.
When he attuined the age of six years, his excellent
aunt died. The patrimony which shounld have pro-
vided for his wante, was loat thromgh the mismanage-
ment of those to whom the care of it had been en-
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trusted ; and thus, witheut resources, and without
suitable protection, he was left expoeed to adversity
and temptation. 1t appears, however, that the moral
and religions impressions which had already been
made upon his mind, though obstured for a time,
were never obliterated. In his last illoess he bore
this testimony to the sffectionate religioua care of
his prous suwt.  © I sald he, “1 have ever been
led to do any good, it has been throngh the influence
of her example, instrietion, and prayers.”

Little & known of the nexzt ten years of his life.
He appears to have had eome opportunitics for at-
tending school; but 1o his own uative energy sud
uncommon intellectual endowments, self cultored
under many cbstacles and discouragements, is his
future superierity of mental etfainment to be chiefly
attributed. An intevesting incident of his charseter,
after he had attained his fificenth year, hes been fur-
nighed by a physician whe was, in 1810, a senjor
giudent in the office of Dr. Thomas E. Bond, of Bal-
timore. < The office,” saya he, “ was fitted up with
taste, and boys, atiranted by ita eppearance, would
frequently drop in to gase on the labelled jars and
drawers. Among them I discovered one evening an
interesting lad, who waa amusinpg himself with the
manner in which his comrades pronpunced the “hard
words’ with which the forzviture was labelled. He
sppeared to be quite en adept in the Latin language.
A strong curiosity soon prompted me to inguire,
“What is your name, my listle boy? He was small
of his age. ‘ My name i Jobn D. Godman.” ‘¢ Did




DR. JOHN T. GODMAN. B

you study the Latin language with Mr. Creery?’
‘No, he does not teach any but din English schoel.’
iDo you iotend to prosecute your studies alonef’
‘I do; and I will, if T live, make myeelf a Latin,
Greek, and Frenoh pcholar.” *

In 1812 he was hound an apprentics to a printer
of a newspaper, in Baltimore, but soon became much
dissatisfied with the oceupation, which, he ‘paid, in &
letter to a friend, © cramped his gerius over a font
of types, where there are words withont ideas.” He
hid been placed in thia situation agninst hia owm
wizh, heing anxions to entor o more intellectual
pursmt, and had selected that of medicine ; but his
guardisn wos opposed to it

His sarly views of the Chrigtian religion are thus
expressed in a letter to & friend, in the early part of
1814: “1 have pot ever had a fixed determination
to read the worke of that modern serpent {Thomas
Paine), nor hed I determined not to do it; and it
seems to me sarprising that o fellow-stadent of yours
should recommend the perusal of such writings.

“There is & groat comfort in the beliet’ of that
glorious doctrine of salvation that teaches us to look
to the Great Salvator for boppinesz in o foture life;
and it has always been my earncet deaire, and T must
endeavour to die the death of the righteous, that my
laat end and future state may be like His, It wounld
be a poor hope indeed, it would be a sandy founda-
tion for & dying ecul, to have oo hope but such as
might be derived from the works of Bolingbroke and
Paine ; and how rich the consolation and satisfaction
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afforded by the glerious tidings of the blessed Senp-
tures ! It is my opinion thers has never one of these
modern deists died s their writings would lead us to
beliove ; nor are but few of their writings read at
the present day.”

About this time he appears to have left the
printing-office, and became o gailor on board the
flotilla stationed in Chesapeake bay, under Com.
Barney. It was while in this situstion that an io-
cident oceurved to which he haw himself attributed
much of the buoywney and energy of his charcter.
A raw sailor, who had been pent aloft by the captain,
and was busy in performing some duty which required
him to gtoop, wes obacerved io falfer and grow dizzy.
“Look winft, ecbed the captsing and the fainting
landsman, g8 he instinutively obeyed the order, reco-
vered his strength end stendiness.  The young phi-
losopher read » moral a0 this trithop incident which
he never forgot, and which frequently animated and
arounged him in the mogt adverse circumstances. I
is not treating the subject with undue levity to add,
that in the last and cloging seene of his life, when
the earth was receding from his view, and hiz failing
gtrength admonished him of his peril, the watchword
was still ringing in hig ear, At that swiul period he
“looked aloft™ to * worlds beyond the skies,” and
therein derived stremgth and hope, which supported
him in his passage through the narrow valley

At the cloge of the war, young Godman received
an. invitation from Dr. L., the physician already men-
tioned, to come to bis house in Elizabethtown, Pa.,




