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viil PREFACE.

ta the neglect, by the indiscreet supporters of High-
land fables, of that strictly critical accuracy, in point
of evidence and of reasoming, s indispensable o the
value of historical research ; the want of which infal-
libly Jeads to the loose style of argument and vague
assumption so remarkably characteristic of that class
of writers, and tends unfortunately to draw down
upon the subject itself no small shere of that ridieule
to which the authors were more jusily liable. The
prevailing error which appears to me to have misléd
almost all who have as yet written npon the subject,
hes been the gratuitons assumption, not only by
those whose writings are directed against the claims
of the Highlanders, but also by their numerous de-
fenders, that the present Highlanders are the de-
scendants of the ancient Scotti, who, in company
with the Picti, so often ravaged the Boman provinces
in Britain. Nor have either party deemed it neces-
‘gary io bring either ergument or suthority in sup-
port of their assumption. The Scots, as will be
shewn in the sequel, were unquestionably a colony
issuing from Jreland in the sixth century; and thus,
while the one party triumphantly asserts the Irish
origin of the Highlanders, their defenders have
hitherto directed their efforts to the fruitlezs atiempl
of proving that the Scots were the original inhabit-
ants of the country.

The attention of the Author was directed to this
subject by an advertisement of the Highland Society
of London, making offer of & premium for the best
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