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ADVERTISEMENT.
11682601

ArteEr a copsiderable inicrea]l of tine, the Committes of
Publication lave the satizlaction of prozenting to the Society and
the public another holf volume of thoir Memoles, which will ha
fonnd, they bope, equol in interest to eithor of the preceding
manfers.

When the publication of the Memoirs of the Historieal Sociaty
waz underaken in 1825, nn expectation was expressed, that the
Socicty would bo able 1o 1z2ne, every six monthz, & ball volume
of their tranzections.  This has not hitherto Lbeen in their power.
The antour with which the underaking was commeneed, seemed
fir & tigas to have somewhat fogged 3 and durving the weeater part
of the lnst two vears, few origingl communieations wers offerml.

The attention of the resident members appears, however,
paesent, 1o be newly exeitad. LDhing the last six months, the
prcipal poetion of the contents of thiz number laz beea for-
wislid, il continnad intaresl sl :].C‘li'nitri‘ iy T :|I11i|?i£|:'|.l|:ui.

Several conmonnications are now  in prepesation, sl Lbis
committes think they may promize the pablicaion of naeries of
interaating maemaoirs on te numerons imporioal sulijocts lifhero
overlosked, s well az on those which kave boaon neticed bat ant
exhauetad,

Febrwary, 183,
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SAMUEL POWEIL GRIFFITTS, M. 1.

BY H. H. C0OATES, M. 1.

* Fisne guam videri"

Tue ofice of a historical society 2 by ne means confined
to e vevival of the wegleclal and decayed memorials of
former years.  Amid our regrets for the successive and irrcpa-
rable loss of Uiesc preciows records of our ancestors wiach
time awlale ol spared, 2ol which we woold [ rescoe
frome obliviosw, 1o Do emnpleipd, compared, and explained, it
15 purbups a iujustice fo posterity fo leave to them the same
unsalisfsctory tusk with regaed to sure age which we have
alrowly ineurred from those whao went before wa. Al that
{ends io dignify and angment the attachment which every
virluons citizen feels towsards his native =oil; all thal may
enable those who are to come afier us fo grow fameliar will
the worth which has preceded themn; all thal may clucidate
the mobler parts of the never-cxhansled siudy ol mai, or
enahle the yoollful aspirant for honest fame or sell-reward-
ed usefulnes so to qualify and direct his clforls as fo ment
wedl of bumamly, and of o constience thal will met Hukter,
=4}l [uriehes matensls well worthy of fulure puru:’h‘!h and
fully coming within the scope of our association, P'reserved
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in the docomentary peges ol historical collections, a kind
of perpetuity i= given to the rvecords inserted i them;
and thengh, from the comparatively local charncter of the
interest which hangs round antiquarian volumes, the number
of those who peruse them may be Timited, they still remain,
the attested materials of future history, reverenced from an
innate desire for their preservaiion, and possessing a value
which progressively inceenses with advancing years. In this
they, in a grest mepsure, shave the fate of those medallions
to which the form and actions of illustriens men are
committed for prezervation, and for which they offer no
mean substitute; seen, lilee them, by few, but eought after
with the more earnestness, as the tide of ime robls on, from
the very circumstance of the smallnees of their numbers.
Views of thiz kind have induced me to offer, for the
attention of the society, a hrief sketeh of the life and charme-
ter of D, Sawven Powpu Grrrsrrrs.  Inoso doing, 1 can
lay no claim to the merits of a primary collector of scat-
tered facts; as most of the metenals  presented o this
paper have becn already laid before a part of the public in
a memoir by D, Governear Kmergon, published in the
North American Medical and Sucgical Journal: to which,
however, I bave been able to make some small additions,
Nor will the nareative be found (ruithil in stnking cvents ;
as the life of this excellent physician was pazsed exclu-
sively amenz civie scones, Yebit e not, perhape, on this
aceount, the less oseful, W atfords the speciacle of eminence
acquired in the pescedul walks of Lie, by the excertion of
those virtues, the opportunities for which oceur within the
reach of every oney and il is, on this acceunt, the better
litted as a pattemn for the imitation of others.
Dir. Geaflicts was born in Fhiladelphia, July T1st, 1759,
Flee was the third and last ehild of William Griflitts and
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Abigail Powel, members inunity with the society of Fresds.
Hiz father left him an nfaot: from his mother be re-
ceived that education which qualified him so well, by the
regalar, moral, and religious habits it produced, for the ex-
ercise of o life of piety and vselulness.  As he ripened in age
he grew capvinced of the correciness, in prinn:'i{:nle and
practice, of the religious hody with whom he found himgell
asaociated; and soon became, a= he continned Gl the day of
his death, one of their most valued, consistent, nseful, and
influential members. He became an excellent classical
scholar at the college of Philadelphing acquiving a facility
in 5peakin_g., amd 8 correvtness in criticising the Latin lan-
guage, which was often admired, when, at s sobsequent
perted, e attended the examinations of the poblic schoels
under the care of Friends; and, in addition to the branches
of S-L';ll:]f the universal among well informed - men, he ac-
quired a high decree of proficiency in the French language.

Dy, Grithites first applied himzell to the stody of medi-
cine under the superintendence of D, Adam Kuhaog weell
known ameng us as a learoed pupil of the celebrated Lin-
nens, and then ecoupying the office ef professor to a small
clags of materia medica and botaoy in the college of medi-
cing in this city, Between this respecled teacher and his
pupil ensued & friendship, which time only conficmed and
angmented. [, Grfiids and Wistar, thenboth stodents,
volunteered their professional assigtance for the wounded at
the battle of Germantown; an occasion on which their re-
ligious principles did not permit them to assume an autho-
rized and formal charge,  Alter remaining for some time
with Dwv. Kuohn, the young aspirant for medical honours
found himself obliged, in conformity with the universal cus-
tom of the time, to proceed o Europe for the completion
of his education, We had not then an university whose



