REMINISCENCES AND
DOCUMENTS RELATING
TO THE CIVIL WAR
DURING THE YEAR 1865



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649334322

Reminiscences and Documents Relating to the Civil War During the Year 1865 by John A.
Campbell

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN A. CAMPBELL

REMINISCENCES AND
DOCUMENTS RELATING
TO THE CIVIL WAR
DURING THE YEAR 1865

ﬁTrieste






REMINISCENCES

DOCUMENTS

EELATING TC THE

Ciril War During the Tear 1865.

Br JOHN A. CAMPBELL.

B;LTIHORE:
JOHN MURPHY & CO.
188



Entersd, necomiing bo Aot of Congrem, In the yéar 1857, by
Joes Mveray & Co
in tha Odisa of Lhe Librarlan of Congress, st Washington,




REMINISCENCES AND DOCUMENTS

BELATIRG T THE

(il War During the Year 1865,

in order documents that have some his-

torical interest and to record, briefly, some
reminiscences relating to evenis that have inter-
est to those who were concerned in them. The
period of time ineludes some months of the year
18656.

On the 28th of Jaruary, 1865, Mr. Benjamin,
the Secretary of State in the Confederate govern-
ment, informed me that the President (Davis)
had decided to send a commission to Washing-
ton City to confor with the President of the
-United States upon the subject of peace; that
Messrs. A. H. Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter and
myself would compese the commission, and that

MY object in preparing this paper is to place
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he came for me to go to the dwelling of the
President to get information and instructions. I
found the persons mentioned convened and Presi-
dent Daviz communicated the cause of the com-
mission and the functions which were assigned
to it. He stated that there was exceeding dis-
content in the United States with the condition
of affairs in Mexico, 30 mueh so, that it was
proposed to combine the United States and the
Confederate States to extrude by a union of
their forces the Emperor Maximilian and hkis
asgociates and allies.

We were not farther informed of the means
to be uzed, nor what combination of force was
to be made, nor what was to be done with
Mexico should we succeed. We had the power
{orally) to make any treaty, but one that in-
volved reconstruction of the Federal Union.
Preaident Davis in his book on the Confederate
States, and their Rise and Downfall has not in-
formed us, more particularly, as to these
questions.

Our commission authorized us to have an
informal conference with the President of the
United States upon ‘‘the issues involved in the
war existing, with the view of securing”peace to
the fwo countries.” The letter written by Presi-
dent Lincoln expressed a continuing disposition
to receive agents commissioned by Mr. Davis to
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confer upon the subject of securing peace to the
“People of our one Common Country.”’

There was some detention in our progress—at
Petersburg and at City Point—but not unreason-
able, for on the third of February, 1865, we were
brought faee to faee with President Lineoln, and
Secretary of State Seward, in the cabin of a
steamer at anchor in Hampton Roads, to confer
informally, as eommissioned, on the issues in-
volved in the existing war; and we did confer
for several hours, until both parties were satis.
fied. The intercourse was courteous, and the
eonversations conducted with gravity and with-
out levity or unfairness, We separated in the
afternoon and reported to President Davis the
result the fifth of February, 1865, at Richmond,
having been absent only eight days. The mem-
bers of the commission had recognized the pro-
priety of reecording their reeollection of what had
occurred, separately; I did so shortly after my
return home, with care. It was submitted to my
eolleagnes and without objeetion, Mr, Btephens
had this when he wrote his histories concerning
the war. I am the survivor of all those who
participated at the conference, The letter written
to Mr. Hunter at his request, the memoranda of

1% Davis' Rise and Dawnfall, 612-618. Mr. Francls P. Blair was the
only person from Mr, Lincoln quoted by Mr. Davia
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the conference, and the report of the commis-
sioners of the result of the conference were drawn
by me. These contain all that has been pre-
pared by anyone conneeted, except what iz con-
tained in the message of President Lineoln to
the Federszl Congress and the doecuments with it.
This message is exact.

The * memoranda™ will show that the project
relative to the invasion of Mexico, as disclosed by
Mr. Stephens, was the subject of converaation, and
that Mr. Stephens and Secrefary Seward beeame
entangled in a debate which ran into the question
of a right of a State to secode. Mr, Lineoln, with
a great deal of emphasis and foree, hushed the
debate by disclaiming all connection or knowledge
with Mr. Blair's communieationz to TPresident
Davis. Among the Commissioners, Mr, Stephens
alone had any credulity in respect to the sugges-
tion of an arrangement of an invasion of Mexieo
by the combined forces of the United Btates and
the Confederate States, Mr. Stephens thought it
a rational and proper enterprise.

The conference upon the subject of the Presi-
dent’s proclamation of emancipation of the slaves
in the Southern States, enabled Mr. Seward to in-
form us of what had been done in Congress since
the Commission had been on their journey. The
thirteenth amendment to the Constitution had been
proposed in Congress, and the resolution had been
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adopted by the SBenate. The two-thirds vote had
not been obtained in the House of Representatives.
On the 1st day of February, 1865, the twe-thirds
vote for the first time was obtained, and i was
then sdopted. Bome newspapers informed us that
on that day Secretary Seward and Chief Justice
Chase were upon the floor of the House soliciting
the adoption by the membera of the House because
it would be useful in the discussion of the subject
with the SBouthern Commissioners, whe were to
meet Mr, Beward at the Hampton Roads concern-
ing a peace. Mr. Beward took & copy of the ree-
ord of the adoption of the rezolution, and procured
its ratification by the Legislature of Maryland at
Annapolis.

While we were delained at City Point this
amendment to the Constitution had been adopted
by Congress and by seven Btates ratified. A
number of members who had oppozed the resolu-
tion previously had either changed their votes or
had absented themselves on this oceasion.

Mr. Beward handed me a printed slip stating
the action of Congress, being the first informa-
tion we had of the subjeet. I enquired of him
what significance he attached to it?

He replied : “ Not a great deal;" the Southern
Btates will return to the Union, and with their own
strength and the aid of the connections they will



