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PREFACE TCO FIRST EDITION,

It is now soveral wvears since that, at the reguest of the members of the
Hegetord Philosophicn]l and Antiquarian Seclety, the writer of the following
pages read at their evoning meetings some papers connected with the ancient
customs of Hereford, which were afterwards pablished in the form of a small
pamphlet. He has subsequently been enubiled to ﬂd malerialty to his previons
knowleder, not only by furilier investigations amongst tha earlier muniments of
the city, but also by the wid of many cuvicws and valuable documents kindly
lemt 'by p-cr.son;l.l frivunls. Even with these resourees, he would have hestlated to
undertales o work of this deseription, had he not been frequently urged to do so
by several local anfiquaries, who were desirous that the information thus
collected should e preserved, as in the course of years it often happens that

old records get injured or destroyed.

The writer is aware that eriticieny may discover many defects in the present
work, and that abler pens might hereafter do greater justice te the subject. He
therefore reynests Lis readers kindly %o concede their indulgence for any
imperfections, and only regrets that want of Inisure for the thorough prosecution

of his researches L rendered it necessary to omit many points of interest.

The large capital letters that commence some of the chapters are copied

from the orviginal charters by a danghier of the writer. Those of Chaples T



viii PREFACE,
and X date from the sixtesnth century, that of Chapter IV to a period early in
the fourteenth, and those of Chapters ITI, VI, and XT, to the beginning of the

fifteenth century.

Awgust 1868,

After the publication of the first edition, the writer of the above Preface
discovered in the municipal archives other important papers; but unforfunately
did not live to publish the result of his labours. Therefore, as these documents
throw [urther light on many subjects previously noliced, it hias been thought

advisable to incorporate the fresh information in a new edition.

Hereford, 1882,
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