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‘We have a deep concert in preserving from destimetion
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action still” James Martinesn.
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PREFACE.
i

The repeated efforts of scholars for the past theee hind red
vears Lo diseover the identity of Aifrie, show the signiflcant
place that his writings held; no history of FEnglish enltore
would be complele thal left out of aceonnt the century that
preceded the Norman Coaguest, and in that centnry JElfrie’s
writings are more impertant thom these of any other man,
Transliterated vopies of lis homilies made i the 2iddle
Englizh period show that their pracical use had not ceased
at a fime when men esull no lenger reard the language in
whieh they were firat written.

These writings are valuanle, fiver, in reforence Lo the history
of Englizh literatore aud Lnglish culture; seeondly, in refer-
ence to the history and developuient of the Teolizh lanouage;
thizdly, as theoloeical weilings whiele row light npon the
beliefs of the church in the 014 English periad.

1t wag this rhird value of Ailfvic’s works that, in the six-
teenth centory, gave the first impulse to the modern study of
Old Englizh.

The attemnpts made by suel scholurs as Whartan and Mores
to identity /Elfrie, sneeceded In bringing together a body of
factz which finally proved nselul in deciding the question,
The modern anthar whe has Jowe most to illuminate thiy
subject is Edward Thetrich, late professor at the Universily
of Marburz, who in 1855 and 1850 puldished the resnlts of
hiz investizations in Niedner's Zedlsehrift fur Historisehe
Theologie. Tlis papers considered, first, Alric’s writings;
gecondly, the leachings of the 0ld nglish Churel aceording
to Alric’e writings; thivdly, Lllric’s edneation and charae-
ter; fowrthly, Alfric’s lite,

Of theze studies, Dictrich writes thue: “The great igno-
ranee as to AElfric’s lite and personality which has pre-
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vailed in ehurch histories up fo the preseni time has led to
the following investigations. They were preceded by several
vears' study of Alfric’s writinge, and of the earlier and later
0ld Englizh literature, and a long stay in England gave op-
poertunity to study at the British Musenm and at Oxford his
yet unpublished works”

The chiel resulia of 1¥etrich’s investigations have been
peeepted as autheritative by German students of Qld English,
and nre fundamental in all subsequoent German Alfrician
studics. Dut althongh almest half a century has passed since
he wrote, his work is ravely noticed by English writers. Those
who have studied at German universities are well aequainted
with it, and perhaps many others. Bt in snch works as
the Fueyelopedia Britannica, and the fictionary of National
Biography which gives veferences to the most Important
anthoritics on cach suhjeet treated, MHetrich’s work s entively
ignored.  Cockayne, whose discussion of the subject of
Alfrie’s identity iz probably the most thorough and satis-
factory of anything originally written upon it in Knglish,
mitkes ne reference to Idetrich. Yot it 35 hardly to be
doubled that he was indebted to him, although i may be indi-
rectlv.

This study is based npon IMetrich’s work in so fur as that
accords with the results of more recent investigaiions, Where-
ever oqually advantageous, hiz words are simply translated.
Chapters five and sx are chicfly translation. Such also is
chapter seven, Il with various  additions, omissions and
modifications, in order to bring the treatment of the subject
ng to the present day,

In preparing the descriptions of Elfric’s works 1 have re-
written as far as possihle THetrich’s different divisions, omit-
ting some things, adding others, and treating the subjects
with wuch frecdom,

The uneertainty which has heen felt up to the present time
as to who /Elfric waz, and where he lived, and his frequent
identifications with others of the same nnme, make it very de-
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Preface. 5

sirable, now that the main cutline of hie life iz known, to
take him away completoly from the false surroundings in
which he has been placed, and, as it were, (o creale his iden-
tity anew. Hence the attempt has hore been made Lo show his
true relation to his age, and to embody in o connected whole
the known facts of his life.  As a complete biography the re-
gult is of conrse inadequate. Bome of the data are nneertain,
but the degree of wneertainty is indieated. This aecount of
JEMrie’s life incorporates the chief facts established hy
Dietrich, tut is not a translation. In some few cages & reanlt
different from his has been reached. VFor instance, the view
here given is that Alfrie remained at Cernel from the time
he left Winchester, in, or zoon after 957, until he became
abbot in 1005, Dictrich’s view thal he returned to Win-
chester, and perhaps went elsewhere, is acconnted for, in that
he recognized no relationship hetween the two noblemen who
were Llrie's patrons, and considered it necessary for him Lo
return to Winchester in order to make the scqunintance of
Athelweard.  The chapter on the monastiz revival is added
in order to cxplain AHric’s literary activity, and iz not at all
derived from Dictrich.

No attempt has been made fo give Theirich’s acconnt
of the views of the (Hd Hnglish Church aecording to Adlfries
writings, The epirit in which he treats that subjeet iz char-
acteristic of all his work, and cxplains why the resulls of his
studies are of permanent value, Tle says of the above subject:
“Whether it iz Protestant or Catholic does not now concern
me. 1 wish to ascertain from his collectod expressions upon
it, and through comparison of these, what that teaching is
in itself, and what it is in comparison with that of the times

. just before and just after it

In the last chapter arve printed the prefaces of Allrie’s
writings. They afford material, not only for deciding various
questions of fact in respeet to hizs lile, bul when stodied either
separately or in comparizon, they reveal much thal is of in-
terest in the character of Aillfrie, the Christian man and the

1}
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teacher of his people. These prefaces are complete in all
cases excepl that of Genesis and the English preface of Catho-
lic Homities I In those, the parts which are not of a personal
nature are omitied. Also the autohiographical portions of
the work On the Old and New Testamenis are given, and an
extract from the charter of Eynsham Abhey.

The bibliography iz as complete az circumstances allow.
It ean hardly have failed to omit some things which shoold
find a place in if, aince ite subjeel is an anthor whose volomi-
nonz works have often been printed, and about whom much
has been spid by many writers.

The original purpese of the present study was o render
the most important parts of Dietrich’s work accessible to
Iinglish readers. The endeavor to fulfil that purpose showed
the advisability of adding to these some of the resuliz which
have been reached by other scholars during the years which
have clapsed sinee he published his papers. In those years
nearly all of Allfrie’s writings which were before nnpublished
have heen printed, and the aulbenticity of some hitherto
doubtful ones has been conclusively established. It ghould
be added that the many reeent studies of /Elfric’s works have
only rendered clearer and more certnin the chiel results oh-
tained liy Dictrich. In most cases where he can be shown to
lave Leen mistaken, the later judgments are derived from
factz not eas ly accessible at the time when he wrote.

I gladly acknowledge my indebtedness to the various achol-
ars whose works are referred to or quoted in the following
pages,  To Professor Albert 8. Cook T am grateful, not only
for eriticism and suggestion, bud still more for encouragement
and inspiration in this endeavor to render a little more dis-
tinet the life and work of an Fnglish scholar of the past.

) oL W
New Haven, May, 1898, v
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