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PREFACE.

A Beaner which is true to its name should be composed of such
exercises as are best adapted to its specitic purpose. In the attempt
to make it atghe same time a Header and a didactic or scientific
manual, neither object is likely 10 be gained, This ia the testimony
of our wost experienced teachers; and, under s conviction of ita
truth, it has been my aim in this collection to present, for the most
part, such pisces as convey, in & concrete and attractive form, some
salutary moral, or are fitted to inspire that affection for the beautiful
in nature, which is so elevating in ita influence, and which cannot be
cultivated too early in life.

It has also been yay endeavor to reconcile simplicity with sound
literary taste sod an accurate style. Too many writers for the
young, in striving to bo simple, have been merely feeble or insipid ;
and let it mot be supposcd that their mistake is not detected by the
class to whom they addres themselves. Could they hear some of tho
comments of their juventls uritics, they would not so undervalue the
discernment of the young.

The system of references, which has been so much approved in the
suthor's Fourth and Fifth Readers, hes been introduced into this on
a scale sufficiently comprehensive to direct the attention both of
pupil and teacher to besetting faults in eloention, and to lead to &
habit of referring to a dictionary for words, the meaning or pronun-
cration of which may not be known with certainty.

The introductory exervises on the elementary vowel sounds will be
found unnanally complete, and, in practice, very efficacions in sup-
plying the pupil with a good stock of formulas in pronuneiation, aml
initiating him into sceurste habits of articulation. To render these
, exercises more convenient for reference, the representative words
have been arranged in alphabetical order, a0 that the papil can at
once satisfy himseelf whether a word, the vowel or consonunt soard
of which he would verify, is in the list. The marks of refoeuce ju
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the reading lessons supersede the necessily of any farther examples
under the elementary sounds than are given in the selected words
theatiselves ; but, should it be thonght desirable, examples may be
easily multiplied on the blackboard or slate, according to the sug-
gestions offered on page 47 of the Standard Fourth Reader.

A list of the consonant combinations of the English lanpuage is
given ; and as the same consonant letters (with a few exceptions)
always represent the same sounds, it has been deemed unnecessary
to cumber the page with repetitions of examples. A single exampla
‘perfectly enunciated is obviously sufficient. The author is persuaded
that the exercises in this volume, on the elementary vowel sounds
and comsopant combinations, present, in a compact form, all that s
emential to practice, in the attainment of a good articBation.

Questions on the reading exercises have been dispensed with, for
the simple reason that every intelligent teacher can propose them far
better, because more aptly, himself. The opportunities for them ara
80 numerous, and so readily suggested, that, what with applying the
interrogative system to the words of the text, the grammatical sense,
the subject-matter, and the implied moral, the questions might be mul-
tiplied indefinitely, and made to occupy more space than the lessons
themselven. Here, as in other cases, it is & good rule to Jo one thing
at & time ; to make the reading lesson a reading lesson simply, and
reserve for other departments of imstruction such questions a8 may
not ba strictly relevant to the one object of teaching to read

The attempt to teach reading by written formulas and arbitrary
marks of inflection is mow very gemerally rejected by intelligent
teachers. On this mabject Dr. Humphrays, of Cambridge, England,
remarks : — :

4 The muoltiplied rules given in Readers, on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, seem 1o me very usaless, unless it be to swell the size of the books
The rules required 1o insure good reading are very few and wery
simple, provided the teacher be ever careful to offer in his own read-
ing & good model for imitation. They mrm these : Enunciate every
syliable of every word fully and distinetly, observe the punctuation,
-and rather read too slowly than too rapidly ; and, above all, adapt
the tone of your viice and the emphasis ta the mezning of the wards.
This last bas ever been my standand ruls, and successful experience
8 & teachor warrants we in maintaining it to be the chief guide te
good reading.”
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