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INTRODUCTION.

—f——

URING the time that has elapsed since the
publication of my first volame, so many
questions have been raised by my friends and ac-
quaintances on certain minor points, that I think a
few words of explanation arc indispensable before
proceeding with the finishing chapters on *India and
Tiger-Hunting.

Some have objected that there is a too frequent
repetition of the first personal pronoun,

Now, not only do I agree in this judgment, but the
objection weighed heavily on my mind long before T
wrote the first line.

And yet even now I am unable to see how this
disagrecable form can be avoided by one who is
writing his own personal experiences, and vouching
for the truth of the same.

Others, again, have said that I ought to have men-
tioned the real names of all the gentlemen who took
part in my adventures ; but as this would have entailed



wi INTRODUCTION.

writing to each one for his permission, months of delay
would have ensued, besides more correspondence,
perhaps, than 1 should have had time for.

But without doubt the most amusing of all the per-
plexities which I have unwittingly caused my English
readers, is in connection with the few lincs on the
dedicatory pagc,

These, 1 had thought, at any rate could not be
misunderstood. Lo! then, I find there is a general
impression amongst those who have alwa}:s sojourned
in Europe, that the ‘Bheema Cup’ is a prize for
musketry,

To add a syllable in explanation of such an execllent
joke would be to spoil it, as far as our Anglo-Indian
brethren are concerned. So, for the sake of my home
.readers only, I must make known that the * Bheema
Cup’ is a splendid triumph of pig-sticking, to which
sport it bears the same relation in Western India that
the * Grand National’' does to steeple-chasing in the
British Isles. On the occasion when my friend won
this cup so brilliantly, 1 read of the performance in
the newspapers as the greatest sporting event that had
taken place in the Bombay Presidency for fifty years,

This opinion of the press I felt cordially inclined to
agree with.

No doubt numerous other misapprehensions and




INTRODUCTION. vil

objections must have been made by these who have
perused my little volume ; for writing is very different
to speaking. The word of explanation cannot be given
in the former case, and it is impossible, even with
the utmost care, to prevent the wrong impression from
being occasionally produced by the pen

Such considerations, joined with the assurance that
1 should at any time be found ready to throw ample
light on any matter that may have seemecd obscure,
will, I hope, cause my readers to hesitate before they
pass any final and adverse criticisms on what I have
written.






TIGER-HUNTING

AND

ADVENTURES IN INDIA.

CHAFTER I.

5 myteaders;rilt no doubt remember, my last volome
closed with an account of eamp life at Neemuch
during the rains, and with an annouyncement that I was
to proceed with a mative regiment to Delhi at the end of
about three months, when the cold weather would be fairly
set in. I may here remark that over the greater part of
India the year is divided into three seasons—{x} The cold
weather—November, December, January, and February;
{z) The hot weather—March, April, and May; (3) The
monsoon or rains-—June, July, Auguost, and September,
In Sind and some other parts of India there is no monsoon,
and there are consequently only two scasons, the hot and
cold weather. Neemuch and Dethi are both within the
circle of the rains.
As this march would be a long, and certainly not an
easy one, we all became fully occupied in preparing for

it. We were not to tread the war-path, be it remembered ;
VOL. 11, A




