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Naturalization Laws of the United States

NATURALIZATION LAWS.

Act of June 20, 1906, as amended by Act of March 4, 1809,
as to Bec, 16, 17 and 19 and by Act of June 20, 1910, as to
Bec. 13 and by the Act of Jongress of March 4 1915, Ore-
ating the Depariment of Labor.

[As amended by Act of May 9, 1918.]

An Act to provide for & uniform ruie for the naturalization
of aliens throughont the United States, and establishing
the Burcan of Naturalizabion.

[Portion of act areating the Department of Labor.]

Be it enacted by the Benate and Houge af Representatives
of the United Biates of America in Congress nesembled, That
there is hereby created an executive department in the Gov-
ernment to¢ be ¢alled the Department of Labor, with a See-
retary of Labor, who ghsall be the head thereof, to he ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate; * * ¢

] L L] | ] ] L L]

Bec. 3. That the following-named offless, boreans, divis-
ione, and branches of the publie service now and heretofore
nnder the jurisdiotion of the Department of Commerce and
Labor, and all that pertains to the same, known as * * *
the Burean of Immigration and Natoralization, ® * * the
Divigion of Naturalization, * * ® be, and the game hereby
are, transferred from the Depariment of Commerce and
Labor to the Department of Labor, and the same shall here-
after remain under the jurisdietion and supervigion of the
last-nemed department. The Burean of Immigration and
Natoralization ia hereby divided into two bureaus, to be
known hereafter as the Burean of Immigration and the
Burean of Naturslization, and the titles Chief Division of
Naturaliration and Assistant Chief shall be Commissioner .
of Natnralization and Deputy Commissioner of Naturaliza-
tion:. The Commissioner of Naturalization or, in his abaence,
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the Deputy Commissioner of Naturalization, ahall be the ad-
ministrative officer in charpe of the Borean of Naturaliza-
tion and of the administration of the naturalization laws
ander the immediate direction of the Secretary of Labor, to
whom he shall report directly upon all naturalization mat-
ters annually and as otherwise required, * * *,

[Act of June 28, 1906, as amended by the acts above re-
farred to.]

That the Burean of Maturalieation, under the direetion
snd control of the Becretary of Labor, shall have charge of
all matters concerning the opaturalizeticn of sliens. That
it shall be the duty of the Burean of Immigration o pro-
vide, for nge at the various immigration etations throngh-
ont the United States, books of record, wherein the commis-
sioners of immigration shall canme a registry to be made in
the case of each alien arriving in the United States from and
after the pamsage of this act of the name, age, occupation
personal deseription (including height, eﬂmplexmn, color of
hair and ayes), the place of bhirth, the last residence, the in-
tended plaee of residence in the United States, and the date
of arrival of said alien, and, if entered through a port, the
pame of the vessel in which he comes. And it shall be the
duty of said commissioners of immigration to canse to be
granoted to such slien a certificate of auch regisiry, with the
particulars thereof,

See, 2, (This section is omitted es it authorized the See-
retary of Commerce and Labor to provide the necessary
offices in the city of Wasbingion and take the necessary
steps for the proper discharge of the datiea imposed by the
act of Jone 29, 1906.)

Bec. 8. That exclusive jurisdiction to naturalize aliens
as citizens of the United States is hersby eonferred upen
the following specified eonurts:

United Btates eirenit snd distriet conrts now a:dnting, or
which may hereafter be established by Congress in any
Btate, Umtad Btatea distriet ecourts for the Territoriea of
Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Hawaii, and Alaska, the
supreme court of the Distriot of ﬂnlnmbm, and the United
- Btates aourta for the Indiap Territory; slse all courts of
record in any Btate or Territory now existing, or which
may hereafter be ereated, having g seal, 8 elerk, and juris-
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dietion in actions at law or equily, or law and equity, in
which the amount in controversy is unlimited.

That the naturalization jurisdietion of all courts herein
specified, Btate, Terrvitorial, and Fedaral, shall extend only
to aliens regident within the respeative judicial distriets of
much counrts

The eourts herein specified shall, wpor the requisition of
the elerks of smeh courts, be furnished from time to time
by the Burean of Natnralization with such blank forms as
may be required in the naturalization of aliens, and all cer-
tificates of naturalization ehall he conseeutively numbered
and printed on safety paper furnished by said Bureau.

Beo. 4. That an slien may be admitted to betome s citizen
of the United States in the following manner and not
otherwise:

First. Hae ghell declare oo oath before the clerk of any
court authorized by this Aet to naturalize aliens, or his
aunthorized deputy, in the district in which such alien resides,
two years at least prior to his admimion, and after he has
reached the age of eighteen years, that it iz bona fide his
intention to become B citizen of the United States, and
to renounce forever all allegiance and fidality to any foreign
prince, potentate, atate, or sovereigoty, and partieularly,
by name, to the prinee, potentate, state, or sovereigoty of
which the alien may he at the time n citizen or subjeet.
And such declaration sghall set forth the name, age, ocenpa-
tion, personal description, place of birth, last foreign resi-
dence and allegianee, the date of arrival, the name of the
vessel, if any which he came to the United States, and
the present place of residence in the United States of said
alien: Provided, however, That no alien who, in eonformity
with the law in force at the date of his declaration, has
declared his intention to Lecome a citizen of the United
Btates shall be required to renew such declaration.

Becond. Not less than two yeara nor more than seven
years after he has made wuch declaration of intention he
shall make and flle, in duplieate, a petition in writing,
wigned by the applicant in his own handwriting and duly
verified, in which petition auch applicant shall state his fall
name, his place of residence (by atreet and number, if possi.
bie), his oeenpation, and, if posaible, the date and plece of
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his hirth; the place from whiek he emigratsd, and the date
and place of his arrivel in the United Htates, and, if he
entered through a port, the name of the vessel on which he
arrived; ‘the time when and the plaee and name of the
eourt where he declared hig infention to become m ecitizen
of the United States; if he is married he shall state the name
of his wife and, if possible, the country of her nativity and
her place of residence ai the time of filing his petition;
and if he has children, the name, date, and place of birth
and place of residence of each child lnrmg st the time of
the filing of his petition: Provided, That if he has filed
hiz declaration before the passage of this Act he shall not
be required to sign the petition in his own handwriting,

The petition shall set forth that he is not a disbeliever in
or opposed to organized government, or & member of or
affiliated with any erganization or body of persons teaching
dishelief in or opposed te organized government, s polyga-
mist or believer in the practice of polygamy, and that it
is his intention to beecome & citizen of the United States and
to renounce absolutely and forever all allegiance end fidelity
to any foreign prinee, potentate, state, or sovereignty, and
particularly by name to the prince, potentate, state, or
sovereignty of which he at the time of filing of his petition
may be a pitizen or subjeet, and that it ju hig intention *=
regide permanently within the United States, and whether
or not he has besn depied admission as a citizen of the
United States, apd, if denied, the ground or grounds of
such denial, the eourt or eourts in which such decision was
rendered, and that the eauss for such denis! bhas sinee been
cured or removed, and every fact material {0 his naturaliza-
tion and required to be proved npon the final hearing of
hiz applieation.

The petition shall also be verified by the afidavita of at
least two credible witneases, who are citizens of the United
States, and who shall state in their affidavits that they have
personally known the applicant to be a resident of the
United Btates for a period of at least five years continuonsly,
and of the State, Territory, or district in which the applica-
tion is made for a pericd of at least one year immediately
preceding the date of the filing of his petition, and that
they each have personal knowledge that the petitioner is
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a person of good moral character, and that he is in every
way qualified, in their opinion, to be admitied as a citizen
of the United States.

At the time of filing his petition there shall be filled with
the clerk of the court a certificate from the Department of
Labor, if the petitioner arrives in the United States
after the passage of thin Aet, stating the date, plaee,
and manner of hiz arrival in the United States, and the
declaration of intention of such petiticner, which certificats
and declaration shall be atiached to snd made s part of
said petition.

Third. He shall, before Le is admitted to ecitizenship,
declara on oath in open conrt that he will support the Con-
stitution of the United States, amd that he absolutely and
entirely renounees and abjures all allegiance and fidelity
to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or soversignty, sod
particularly by pame to the prines, potentate, state, or
sovereignty of which he was before a citizenm or smbject;
that he will suppert and defend the Constitution and laws
of the United Htates againet all enamies, foreign and
domeatie, and bear trie faith and allegianee to the same.

Fourth. It shell be made to appesr to the satisfaction
of the eonrt edmitting sny alien to citizenship that im-
mediately preceding the date of his application he has
regided eontinuonely within the United States five years at
least, and within the State or Territory where smch somrt
is at the time held one year at least, and that during that
time he has behaved aa a man of good moral character,
ttached to the principles of the Constitution of the United
States, and well dispoaed to the good order and happiness
of the smme. In addition to the oatk of the applicant, the
testimony of at least two witnesses, citizens of the United
States, as to the facts of residence, moral character, and
attachment to the prineciples of the Conatitotion shall be
required, and ths name, place of residence, and oecupation
of esch witneas shall be set forth in the record.

Fifth. In case the alien applying to be admitted to eiti-
renship has borne any hereditary title, or has been of any
of the orders of nobility in the kingdom or state from
which he eame, he ghall, in addition to the above requisites,
make an sxpress renunciation of his title or order of nobility



