THREE BOOKS OF POLYDORE
VERGIL'S ENGLISH HISTORY,
COMPRISING THE REIGNS OF
HENRY VI., EDWARD IV., AND
RICHARD Il



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649721320

Three Books of Polydore Vergil's English History, Comprising the Reigns of Henry VI., Edward
IV., and Richard III by Polydorus Vergilius & Sir Henry Ellis

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



POLYDORUS VERGILIUS & SIR HENRY ELLIS

THREE BOOKS OF POLYDORE
VERGIL'S ENGLISH HISTORY,
COMPRISING THE REIGNS OF
HENRY VI., EDWARD IV., AND
RICHARD Il

ﬁTrieste






THREE BOOKS

ar

POLYDORE VERGIL’S ENGLISH HISTORY,

COMPRISING THE REIGNS

HENRY VL, EDWARD IV,, AND RICHARD Iil.

FREOM AN BABLY TRANALATION,
PRESERVED AMONG THE MS3, OF THE OLIr ROYAL LIBRARY [N THE BRITIRH MUBEUM.
EDITED BY

SIR HENRY ELLIS, K.H.

' Ornstinaime Polydore, Opera fna sant &lsganter et fellziter sxcuss.”
' Erasml Bpiet. fol, Lugd. Bar. 1708, Ep. nocLx. § Sepé. 15a8.

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR THE CAMDEN SOCIiETY,
BY JOHN BOWYER NICHOLS AND 80N, PARLIAMENT STREET.

M.DCCCXLIY.



[NO. XXIX.]




COUNCIL

aF

THE CAMDEN SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR 1844,

President,
THE RIGHT HON. LORD BRAYBROOKE, F.8.A.

THOMAS AMYOT, ESQ. F.R.3., Treas. 8.A. Director.
JOHN BRUCE, ESQ. F.8.A, Treasurer,

JOHN PAYNE COLLIER, ES8Q. F.8.A.

THE LORD ALBERT CONYNGHAM, K.C.H, F.B.A.
C. PURTON COOPER, ESQ. Q.C.,, D.C.L., F.R.8,, F.8.A.
T. CROFTON CROEKER, ESQ. F.8.A, M.E.LA.

SIR HENRY ELLIS, E.H,, F.R.8, Sec. 8.A.

HENRY HALLAM, ESQ. M.A,, FRS, V.PS.A.

THE REV. JOSEPH HUNTER, F.8.A,

SIR FREDERIC MADDEN, K.H,, F.R.8,, F.8.A.
THOMAS JOSEPH PETTIGREW, E8Q. F.R.S, F.8.A,
THOMAS STAPLETON, ESQ. F.8.A,

WILLIAM J. THOMS, ESQ. F.8.A., Secrefary.
ALBERT WAY, ESQ. M.A., DIR. 8.A,

THOMAS WRIGHT, ESQ. M.A., F.8.A.



The CovnorL of the Campry SocirTy desire it to be under-
stood that they are not answersble for any opinjons or cbaerva-
tions that may appear in the Society’s publications; the Editors
of the several Works being alone reaponsible for the same.




PREFACE.

PornyporE VERGIL, otherwise named de Castello, was
& native of Urbino in [taly ; horn in the latter half of the
fifteenth century, and educated in the University of Bo-
logna. Of his family we know but little. Burton, who
wrote the History of Leicestershire, says his father's name
was (George Vergil;* he himself tells us that Antony
Vergil, his great-grandfather, taught philosophy at Paris;
and he had a younger brother whom he mentions with af-
fection, John Matthew Vergil, a professor of Philosophy
at Pavia,+ who died at a premature age, He hed also a

* See Burton's MB. as quoted in Nichole's Hist. of Lelcestershire, vol.
fik. pt. §. p. 598,

+ % Habes enim (prout probe seis} Antonium Vergilium proavum nostrumi
Archetypon, qui medio® etiam rei mc satrologim peritissimus olim spud
Gallos, in Lutetia Parisioram, philosophism docuit, quam tu Patavii in
prasenti publicd profitaria.

# Non est infima utigue laue, duos ex Vergiliapa familia vires in ducbus
totins orbis prawcipuis gymuasiis, haud longo temporis intervallo, professores
bonsrum disciplinarum non absque nominis gloria publicitus extitiess. Sed
tu qui proavum jam longe relinquis, efficie {spero) ut aliquande posteritas
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il PREFACE,

kinsman of the name of Adrian de Castello, of whom more
will be said hereafter.

Polydore himself was first known to the literary world
by the publication of a Collection of Praverbs, “ Proverbi-
orum Libellus,” printed at Venice in 1498, gathered
chiefly from Latin writers, and dedicated to Guide Ubaldo
then Duke of Urbino* It was the first attempt of its
kind, and the author was subsequently not a little mor-
tified when Erasmus claimed that same priority for his
‘ Adagia." Polydore Vergil gently reproached him in the
preface to hiz mext work: Frasmus protested his un-
acquaintance with Vergil’s previous book ; and Polydore
expunged the censure. Of this literary collision Polydore's
biographers have said more than was sufficient. It created
a friendship between these eminent scholars which lasted
to the close of Erasmus's life, cemented by the con-
geniality of their pursuits, and evidenced no where more
strongly on Erasmus’s part than in his Correspondence.f-

diest, fuisse olim Polyderam quendam, qui illum Joarmem Mattheum Ver-
gilinm & puero bonis mortbus atque disciplinls nutrierat. Vale, Londini
nonis Decembris, An, M, D. XVIL"

* Other editions of the * Proverbiorum Libellus " were 4to, Ven. 1508 ;
Argentor. 1510 ; B Basle, 1524, 153%; 12° 1536, and 8™ 1541 and 1550.
To the edition of 1586 ls subjoinied a short commentary upon the Lord's
Prayer, sfterwards, about 15354, said to have been printed separately.

t See particularly the letters DeOLX. DCCCYV. DCCCLIV. MCLXXVI in
Erasmi Episi- fol. Lugd. Bat. 1706.




PREFACE. 1l

In 1499 Polydore Vergil published his second work, a
Treatise “ de Inventoribus Rerum.” This also was the
first publication of its kind, subsequent to the revival of
Literature, It gained him great reputation; was after-
wards much enlarged by its author ; passed through nu-
merous editions in different countries ;* and waa trans-
lated into several of the modern languages of Europe.

% « Polydori Vergilii Vrbinatis de Inventoribus Rerwm, Libri tres,” dto.
Ven. 1409 ; reprinted therain 1608, This work was increased to eight bocks
in the Basle edition of 1521, followed by other editions from the sama place
in 1524, 1545, 1550, 1554, and 1570, in 8™ and 122 ; printed at Leyden
in 1544, 8™; at Ameterdam, 8¢, 1571, and by Dan. Elzevir, 12° 1651 and
1862 ; Rome, 1578, 8°; Lyons, 1588, 12¢; Frankfort, 1598; Geneva,
1604 ; and Argentorat. 1608, 8¢ and 122,

+ Two editions of an Italian trenslation of thiz work, by Pietro Lauro
of Modens, occur, 8° Ven. 1543 and 1545. A Spanizh translation by Fr,
Thamar Medina, appeared in 87 1551,

Wood in his Athens Oxonienses, edit, Bliss, vol. jii. col, 485, says, that
Bale translated Polydare Vergil's work *“de Reram Inventoribus " in the
time of Edward VL but in rude and old English. He does not say whether
this translation was published. Three if not four editions of an Abridgement,
bowever, in English, sppeared much sbout that time; vis. Cne, # An
Abridgements of the Notable Woorks of Polidore Vergile. Conteining the
deuisers and fyrste fynders oute as well of Aries, Ministerien, Foacies, and
ciuill ordinaunces, gs of the Rites and Ceremonies commonly veed in the
churche: and the original beginnyog of the same. Compendiouslye gathered
by Thomas Langley.” Dedicated to SirActonye Denoy. « Imprynted at
Londou by Richard Grafion, Printer to the Princes Graoe, the xvi. daie of
Aprill, the yere of our Lorde M.D.xlvi. Cum privilegio ad imprimendmm
solum.” Square 129, Printed alec % xyv. Januasie," 1546, which stands
s a second edition. A third, * Froprinted at London by Richard Grafton,



