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PEEFACE

I TAKE this opportunity of heartily thanking the
many anglers from Ken! to Cornwall who have
aided me in my endeavour o obtain trustworthy
informalion concerning various sotth country trout
streams ; and in particular T must express my
obligations to the Rev, William Awdry, of Ludecor-
shall, Wiltshire, r. Comber, Colonel RKobert
Waller, Captain Deavmont, Mr, Nash, of Cantor-
bury, the Rev. F. E. Freeman, the Rev. B 'L
Thompson, the Rev, 1. | FPeocter, His Gragce Lhe
Duke of Bedford, the Rew T, Bentham, the Earl of
Heytesbury, Celonel Mansel, Mr 1L 5. Thomis
{author of “The Rod in India®), Coloncl Builer,
and Mr. E. Gohle, all of wham have been put to
trouble on my behall, I also desive to acknowledge
the kind assistance of my friend A C. E. Taylon
Two things have especially strucle me in the course
of my inquiries into the condition ard the charac-
teristics of our south country trout streams.  First,
the large, and, [ am afraid, not decreasing, number
of fine waters which arc subjected to the most
objectionable forms of pollutien, and, secondly, the
lowering of the springs of various chalk streams by
water companies and the like. In not a few
instances I have seen the first of these evils: seen
it and even become fully conscicus of it by means
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of a scnse other than that of the eves: in others |
have been informed of its existzoce and mischievous
cffects on fish life and fishing by both angling and
non-ancling correspondents, who have asked me to
dlraw attention to the state of their streams.

I am convinced from conversations [ have had
with people, who speak with full knowledge and
experience, that the condition of some of our
streams is a menace, not only to fish but to human
lifc. From an angling, [rom an mesthetic, but most
of all from a sanitary point of view it is rght that
we should preserve our streams from  pollution
ather than what is absolutely unavoidable, My
sirong beliel in this maiter will, I hope, be re-
rarded as a rood excuse [or repealedly relerring to
pollution in this little boolk,

To turn to a more pleasant subject, I should like
to zay that I have notn the least degree changed
my opinion that a multiplicity of different kinds of
flics and patterns is unnecessary, so far, at any
vate, as the dry fy method of angling is concerned.
But [ have found that views as to the necessity of
certain flles and patterns for certain streams are
held so firmly by many “local anglers,” in regard
to wet fly fishing, that [ have felt it only right and
farr to give lists of favourite flics and patterns for a
creat nunber of waters in various parts of the
south country,  For dry flv work the blue or olive
dun in its various forms and shades scems to hold
the ficld as the best of all lures for the trouting
season as a whole, It has, indeed, no serious rival
aut of the brief May-fly scason,

G A, B.D.
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