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CHAPTER L

THE engine bellowed its way up the
slanting, winding walley. Grey crags, and
trees with roots fastened cleverly to the
steeps looked down at the struggles of the
black monster.

When the train finally released its passen-
gers they burst forth with the enthusiasm of
escaping convicts. A great bustle ensued on
the platform of the little mountain station.
The idlers and philosophers from the village
were present to examine the consignment of
people from the city. These latter, loaded
with bundles and children, thronged at the
stage drivers. The stage drivers thronged at
the people from the city.

Hawker, with his clothes case, his paint-

box, his easel, climbed awkwardly down the
I



