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PREFACE TO THT FIRST EDITION.

‘Thia little manuel, whien i presented to the public ss introdue-
Yory o w more comprehensive and complets rentise on the subjors
of Engliah gremmar, has bocn prepa.rai expressly for children and
youth just beginning the study. It deeign i to teach theém, na
plmin, sommon-sense manner, the om simple sod essenlial prin-
ciples of the Tungunge,

[ Il-l-E h&g‘n prejared aod armanged oo e , which, aftar mach
cxperisnce in teacling, 1 was jad to adopt fur the instrmetion of the
f &l claween tn Eoglish grammaer, a8 the only mode by which

conld socesed in cofveying ol onee to the mind of the chikd clasr
and fargehic ideas on the subjact,. However exoellent mony of tha
taxt.boaka might be, for thoee learners who bad praviously acquired
eome idea of the differcnt parly of ipeesh and of the import of gram-
mar, | fomrd none sxacily adapled to the wanes of these just come-
mencing the stady.  For, though they might leam sverds in ahuon-
dance, Lhey raraly acquited idear, L] after | hod coplnined the les-
winm to Wiem ocnlly, illustzating each principle fully by ezamples,
For thiy reason I very yoldom pot 4 text-book on grammer inte their
bands, till, by oral Instraction, I had cnabled them to distinguish
the differcat parts of speech, in any pape of prowe that might be
Eiven theo, nnd wr tel] the loeding attribntes Ufﬂﬂ.ﬂh.

My mode of doing this wes, to commenes with the simpleat part
of spoech-=forinsnnes, the nows: 1o deserile it in the most famdl-
iar lmnguege, by eedling them thet “any nesoe is & noon.” and thea
Lo pedine Lo the ohjects they ioald mee sronnd them, and ask ibeir
pames, and tall ¢ that the words which are the names of those
olijeets mre “nouns; and that “all woerds which are nsmes ate
nonne.” Thay ware then reguived 1 toke thewr rending bevks, and
point cut the movne in a page, being suffered to pass over, howerer,
the plmiroct nounm, till they were porfocetly soprersant with tha
snbestolive nowne, o the same way [ lavehi the different attriboies
of nouns, &8 numbar, gender, &c.; and alae want over sl the other
parta of apeech, ¢ommenting ia each iostonee with the most simple.

Many tenchers, [ am perauaded, have been led by experience to

% mimilar course in their practice; theugh L have seen but ons
elemeniory hook oo grammir, written on s similer ]'r]nn.. This was
try the late Joseph Buchanan, 4. M., & native of Keotuoky ; it was
puldished nt Lexington, in t!his Senee, 11 1826,  The suthor com-
menced with the rmght idea, bk did not eatry it out fally, s0 as to
profit by il sehe evideotly soght to have done. To his trestise, on-
titled 4 Praction]l Grammar of ihe English Langugs, in thres parta,
adapted o all capacities"—oxoellont #0 far a8 ba sdhered (o the
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ides with which be set out,—~{ am, bowsver, indebted for mmny
walusble hints in prepating ek Ir-trndum? Lessonne  Tonid
tenchers, in the Heal moda of mnetructin 1 have degeribed, and
to enable young léhmere, by the means of repested examples snd
exeToines, by sequire idess while they shady words, [ hava p
ad, and Bow submit to intelligent teschers, thia little manosl. It
will soon be followed by B more full and comprehensive work,
which, in comjunetion willh Professor Butler, of the depariment of
Ancient Langueages in the same isetituling with epself, T om wow
mn;ing for mora mdvanced stodents, To this the teacher and

ares referrad for @ more full cxplanaticn of those Intricasies
and miscties of the lanpoags bavein porpasely emitied. L. B. Jr.

Looievizae Conutax, }
Awgus 20, 1530,

PREFACE TO THE BECOND EDITION.

The mpid male of the first edition of the “Introdoctary Lieascns,™
mnd the great favor which the wock hes foom] with intelligent teach
erg, in every part of the coanty b which it bas beeg seny, have
af ma te arlow grest card o & preparation of the second
sdition. | bere earefully revized the whole, aod re-written many
parts, profiting by every suggeation mada to we by those leacher,
wha, having texted the ments of ibe boak by uring it in the inairas.
tion of their clansen. wers qualified to spesk from experience of its
excellencies and defocts.  Those who wore kind eoough, in wnt-
ing L ma on the aubjest, to point out faulte mp well ae roerita, will
#ee that many of their ione bave been hesded, Such will
Plemse aocept oy thanks lor the favors they have Jooe me; and will
. also ablige me by being equalty faithiul and evitical in the examination,
of the present edition. My ambition reapecting this little manual,
is, (o make it an perfect an pogaible, s wn efementary book ina
branch nf English eduostion, certaioly not yielding, in iImparlance,
to any cther—the study of cur mother tongoe—tut which is usually
found to be unioterosting amnd aointelbgible to young scholars.
Trfling additiens have been meds to poma of the leasgos, which, §
trust, will epprove themeslvea to teachers penernlly, who have
adopted the first edition. L. B. Jr.

Fobruary 10, 1840,




ENGLISH GEAMMAR.

INTRODUCTORY LESSONS.

LESSON L

1. The name of any person, place, or

thing, is a Noun.
EXAMELES,

The words, douk, pen, Aat, boy, mrl, city, Frank-
tin, Washington, are called nouns, because they ars
names.

EXERCISES.
Tell the nouny emang the folloming words.

Hand, the, an, house, and quill, school, of, dog,
with, good, cat, rat, to, pin, blue, stave, axe, hoe,
on, horse, bird, atory, up, off, sun, mnon, stars,
broom, in, grass, from, for, bread, meat, tea, coffee,
while, or, milk, shall, apple, pear, peach.

Red, yellow, brick, rock, cake, below, river, Chio,
sugar, or, high, anaw]la,, Cincinnati, ov er, shoe,
New Orleans.

Brave, bravery, good, goodnesa, coward, cow-
ardice, benevolent, benevolence, swift, swifiness,
soft, sofiness, pentle, gentleness, wicked, wicked-
ness.

Doge bark. A mouse has two !:arn. The doora
and windows are open. This is Iny new book. It

a2
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iz full of stories and pictures Will you have some
apples and pears? I will take some peaches and
plums, Do you like raisine? Yes, but I like figs
and dates better. Ripe cherries are excelient fruit.

What is 2 noun? "Which of the above words ars noonat
How do you tell them from the ather words!  Which nooue
arc the nemes of things?  Which are the names of personal
Which of placesl Which are the names of gualives of persons?
or things? ’

Mention three nemes of persohs not in the above sentences,
Three of places. Threw of eoutiries, Three of overs. Three
of things that yosy be soch, Three of qualitics, as bruvery,
guodness, &,

Nore o Teacurrs.—I not let yoor popila to the
maxt leason till they sz perfeeily familiar with tbe wles of the
nonn, and are able (e desipnate thenouns in any sentence that

be given then. FMor this pumpess it will be well to et

them take their reading books, and poiot out all the noune m

a le=son; end to lat them rapeat the czercies Ul they are able

readily to distingmish the nonne from every other part of speach.
ey ) e

LESSON 1L
2. When 2 noun means but one thing,
it is in the Bingular Number; when 1t
means more than one, it is 1n the Plural
Number.

FXAMPLES.

The waords, boy, book, box, hat,; pen, table, are in
the singunlar number;, and boys, boeks, bores, hats,
pens, and tablar, are in the plural number.

EXERCISES.

Tell whach of the followeng neuns are wn the singu-
lar number, and which are in the plural:

The good boy fears Lo do a wrong action, be-
cause it 15 wrong. A wicked man obeys not the



INTRODUCTORY LESSONS. i

commandmenta of God, nor regards the laws of
man. The foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests,

Let un walk amid the fowers of the garden, or
sit under the shade of those stately trees. The
birds are singing in the grove, and the young lambs
are frisking in the meadow.

There are ten pigeons on the tree, and three
squirrels on the fence. There is a large bawk ho-
vering ie the sir, and watching the hen and chick-
ens, or those doves npon Lthe roof of the house,

When is & nonn in the singnlar number?
When in the ploret numbert

Which of the sbove nouns are singulart
Which are plural?

3. Most nouns make their plural num-
ber by adding s to the singular:

Ag, lomp, {omps; maep, wmaps; siooe, sioves; appla,
apples.

4. Many nouns make their ploral by
adding es to the sinpular:

As, church, churches; bor, boxes; for, foxes; glass,
glasses.

5. Some nouns that end in y, make
their plural by adding es, and changing
the ¥ into 2.

As, fly, flies; cry, ories; berry, berriss; cherry,

cherrics.

6. Most nouns which end with f o é:f_:.,
make the plural by adding s or ¢s to
gingular, and changing the f into v:
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As, wife, wives; life, lives; loaf, loaves; leaf, leaves;
sheaf, sheaves; ealf, calvas; hal .kuluas, knife, knivas.
The noun staff has for ita plural stalves.

7. A few nouns do not follow any of
the above rules, but form their plurals in
different ways:

AB, man, men, WOmMGR, WOMEN, 6T, oXen, child,
children, mouss, mice.

How do moat nouns maks their plural T

How do many other nonna meka their plurat?

How do some noons ending in ma.'lm their plorai

Haw do sowme nouns ending wit if ml‘.a their plural

Meotion some nauiey that form l]mr plural irraguiarly.

How mshy nombers have nouna T

8. Ans. Two, Singular and Plural.

Spell the plorals of the the foliowing words: ox,
dish, wish, ally, sash, cry, sky, man, moeoae.

Spell the emmgular of the following nouna: flies,
knives, wives, loaves, leaves, lives, calves, keys,
berries.

Note To TEsORRRR—Lat the ¢lass take their Readers, as
recommended in the lesson before, sod point oul the nouns in
& page, aod tell the number nf each, [T the novn 1@ in the
singular nnmbar, let them tell how the plugal im formed; and,
if in the plural, let them tall what its aimgular is,  In the same
manner lat the teacher moliply tha sxamptes of each lesson
sgeceading.

et T

LESSON [II.
9. The names of males are in the Mas-
ﬁuline; gender:
As, man, boy, master, brother, William, father.

—_— e
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10. ThHe names of females are in the
- Feminine pender: :
As, woman, girl, mistress, sister, Mory, mother.

11. The names of things, neither male
nor female, are in the Neuter gender:
As, book, pen, house, table, beneh.

12. Names that may stand either for
males or females, are in the Common
gender:

As, parent, friemd, cousin, bird, squirrel, mouse.
EXERCISES.

Tell the nouns among the follmping words, and their
numbers and genders:

Father, mother, brother, aistar, uncle, aunt, hus-
band, son, daughter, wife, bats, shoes, chair, sis-
ters, queens, houses, hens, cow, river, horses, treea,
apples, inkstand, quills, na%a, swords, musket, prin-
cess, maid, lamp, bottles, lady, lion, lionees, hero,
prince, mag-servant, emperor, rocks, mountain,
maid-gervant,

The cow gives milk for little boya and girls; the

horse carries them on his back. The hen lays

My friend ia ill
%:Emrga lives in Philadelpbia, In the field were
two horses, three cows, fve hens, and a boy.
Where war Eliza going this morning with her little
brother! ‘The name of that small boy, with black
eyes and dark hair, is Thomas. My cousins have
arrived, The birds are singing.



