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* Plywer In the aranofed wall,
I pinek you out of the crannies;
Hpld you here root and gil, in my hand,
Littles fower—bot If I conld ooderstand
What you ars root and all,
should mow what God and man ig,"™
— TR FON.

‘"In Betng’s Hooda, in AgHon=a atorm,
I walk and work, above, eneath
‘Work and wesve in endless motion !
Birth and Thath
Ap Influite otean;
A seizing and glving
‘The fire of Uving:
*Tis thuse at the roaring loom of Time I ply,
And weave for God the Garment thoo seest Him by."
—{roet ke






Ethics and the Belief in a God.

We cannot all have the game God, 1 do
not mean to say that there iz more than one
power at the heart of the Universe. The
Deity which is, is one and the same. DBut the
Deity we belicve dn, will depend on the stage
of our culture. It iz through the natural
world that we have revealed to us the Supreme
Being; but it is with our own minds that we
interpret the natural world. We form our be-
liefs by what we think and feel. The developed
or undeveloped condition of the mind and the
heart in each one of us, will therefore deter-
mine for us our idea of God.

What we think of that Being, the concep-
tion we have of It, or of Ilim, the vision in
our soula of the Ultimate Power, will depend
for us on what we think of the stars and the
planets; on the manner we picture in our
fanoy the life of the blade of grass, the mus-
cular energy of the squirrel, or the laws of
Human History. According as we under-
gtand Nature, just to that degree do we under-



4

stand and appreciate the Ultimate Source of
Nature. We cannot have one idea of the
Universe and ita laws; it would not be poasi-
ble for us to have one particular view as to
the natures of earth, air, water and fire; we
ghould not be authorized to have one special
notion ss to the meaning of force or energy;
and at the same time have quite another and
differemt idea of the power whence all this
proceeds.

We cannot help having more or less vaguely
or definitely, some picture or conception of the
ultimate source of all reality., Our netions
may be very confused; the outline may be so
dim #s to lead us to suppose that it does not
exigt in our minds at all. Possibly we assume
that we are no longer thinking on the subject
and are in a condition of what is called aus-
pended judgment, Dut in spite of ourselves
wo do continue to shape the picture. Instinet-
ively men say to themselves: After all, there
must be some kind of a Power. At the
same time it is qoite truc that the word <‘pow-
er’” will have the most varied meaning. It may
suggest to some of us the motion of the wind
or the sound of a peal of thunder. Others
will think of it as the Voice of Conscience.
We shall be more likely to associate i, how-
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ever, with the ordinary sense of muscular
effort, That is our one personal experience of
energy; and so it is natursl to conceive of
that pecnliar sensation as being a picture of
the Universal Encrgy.

But whatever goes on in our minds, it is
from what we arc conscions of, cither in our-
golves or in the natural world, that we must
form our impressions or ideas of the Infinite
Power. If there iz & Center of Foree, all that
we ook upon must proceed from it and consti-
tute the basis of our knowledge of it. We are
reminded of tho assertion of St. Paul, made
eighteen centuries-ago: ¢The invisible things
of God sinee the creation of the World, are
clearly seen, being understood through the
things that are made."” Emerzon expressed
the truth conecisely when he gaid:

“Not nnrelated, unafed,

Dot to sach thought snd thing ailied,
Iz perfect Naturce’s every parc
Rooted in the Mighty Heart.™

There must be some kind of a correspond-
ence between what is within and what is with-
out. It all forms part of one totality. We
cannot separate Nature from its Central En-
ergy, which we call God.

I venture to present this aspect once more,
because it is clear to me that the new thought



of our day is tending to be one-sided in its
utterances on theism. It is plain enough that
some men have very crude, imperfect, if not
debasing notions about the Deity, Neverthe-
less it would be simply impossible to develop
the idea of the Universe and of the Supreme
Being, in exsctly the same shape for cvery
mind, Esch person will grasp it sceording to
the delicacy of hia feeling or his intellectual
capacity, Law, order and morality, as idcas,
will convey different notions to different men.

It would be useless for ms to attempt to
carty the snblime stundpoint of Monotheism
to the minds of the races Jiving in tho heart of
Africa. That clase of individuals must cither
huve many Gods or else no God., They will
need to pass to a higher stage of culture; that
is to say, both the brain and the mind, as well
us the emotions, must grow in breadth and
capacity, before it would be poasible for them
to think or conceive by means of so sublime a
Unity. I do not believe in seeking directly to
change any man’s speeial view of the Deity,
although it may be perfectly clear that he is in
the wrong. It strikes me that it would be far
better to develop his mind and feelinga to such
a degree, that he would himself, of his own ac-
cord, outgrow his crude and miastaken concep-
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tions. We can only elevate a man’s views about
God by enlarging his knowledge of Human
History and his understanding of the Universe.

For the same reason it does scem to be a
misfortune that so many persons have been
disposed persistently to attack the belief in a
Deity. Why not rather let it alone? Give -
the fruths of nature; the true way of think-
ing about God will then come of itzelf. We
cannot impart s plain ides to a confused
thinker. If we wish to improve and develop
a man’s religious conceptions, would it not be
better to begin lower down in the acale, and
encourage him to use his mipd more accur-
ately in every kind of work? It would be in-
conceivable that men should be careless or
slovenly in the manner of using their minds
about the uffuirs of every-day life, and, on the
other hand, be true and accurate in their re-
ligious opinions or their views of God.

Tt is a profound question just to what
extent it ia worth the while to endeavor to de-
velop in all men the same idea as to the Su-
preme Power in the Universe. There is a class
of minds at the present day who would like to
draw the whole buman race to one particular
opinion or conveption of that Being. But
their efforts would be unavailing, even if we



