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GENERAL DIRECTIONS,

In this course of Christian instroction, thers ave
eight text-books, bearing the following titles : — Ear-
ly Religions Lessons; Palestine and the Hebrew
People ; Lessons on the Old Testament; Life of
Christ ; Books end Characters of the New Testa-
ment ; Religious Duties and Christian Morals ; Doc-
trines of Beriptuve ; Scenes from Christian History.

The first of these is designed to be used — though
not to the entire exclusion of other text-books for
that period — by all pupils under ten years of age.
As children enter the Sunday School at different
nges, it seems necessary to leave them, up to u cer-
tain period, without a very rigidly determined order
of instruction, and more than afterwards under the
direction of the individual preferences and judg-
ments of their teachers, in regard to their methods
of study. The first manual, consisting of selected
passages of Scripture and simple illustrative verses,
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is offered to these teachers as an aid to their work.
The object here is not so much connection between
the parts, as to fasten in the child's mind certain
sacred words and traths, fraught with hallowed asso-
cintions, which may prove a treasury of comfort and
suggest themes of devont meditation through the
whola of lifs. Each exercise iz fo be thoroughly
fized in the pupil's memory. [t may then be ex-
plained and illustrated, according to the teacher's
pleasure or opportunity.

At the beginning of each school year, all the pu-
pils within the school, that have arrived at the age of
ten within the year preceding, are to be arranged
in classes of convenient size, and to be oceupied
one school year —not more nor less — with Manual
No. 2, — '* Pelestine and the Hebrew People.”

All pupils that have become eleven years old
within the year preceding, are to study for one year
Meanoual No. 8. No. 4 is for scholars between the
ages of twelve and thirteen. No. 5 is for those
between thirteen and fourteen. No. & is for those
between fourteen and fifieen, No. 7 is for those
between fifteen and sixteen, No. 8 is for those be-
tween sixteen and seventeen,

The order of succession in the subjects of study
will bs observed, and the obvious reasons that pre-
soribe it. The success of the plan, in any given
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school, will probably depend much on & strict adher-
ence to this system. .

Most of the text-books contain enly about thirty
lessons each. Hoom is thus provided for the vaca-
tion that is introduced into some Bunday Schools,
for unavoidable interruptions within the year, and
for a review of the book.

The lessons are of such length that they may be
fully recated in about half an hour ; and, to do them
justice, not less than that amount of time should be
left free from all other oceupation in every Sunday
Bchool exercise,

The design is that each subject, in the order, shall
be thus thoroughly mastered and wnderstood by the
class ; that, at the close of the year, they may be as
well fitted for examination in i1, as the classea of our
zommon schools are in their several branches of
study. It is earnestly recommended to parents,
teachers, and pastors, that they require of the young
committed to their charge, and pursuing this course,
so much time and application as will accomplish
tms end. The result, to say nothing of spiritual
impressions, would be the possession of a body of
Christian information of the utmost value, and such
w8 0o youth can remain ignorant of, in & commu-
nity like ours, without cause for deep reproach.

The names of the writers, arranged alphabetical-
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ly,and not mecording to the order of the books im
the course, are as follows ; —

Rev. Geo. W. Brisss,
“ 8 6. BririncH,
“ Rurrs Ecus,
#  Epwarp E. Harz,
« F. D. HurnrineTox,
#  Jomn H, Momrsox,
#  Eprmprain PEasobpy.



INTRODUCTION.

Im preparing this catechism, the siagle object kept io view
has been, to make the pupils who may nse it acqualnted, as
far £a may be, with the prominent facts recorded in che 014
Testament. There ara many qaestions relating to the aothor-
ity sod athorship, the inspiration and interpretation of ita dif-
furent books, of groot impertance in themeelves, and of great in-
tereat to thoss more advanced in life. A discossion of them,
howerar, wonld be altogether oot of place in & eatechism for
tha young, and they have therefore been avoided. Indeed, the
frnt stap towards the understanding of these questons is
knowledgs of what the books actoally contain. And to gain
this knowledge i the first basiness of & closs in the Sandey
Bchoal.

There are several difficulties to b overcome in proparing a
eatisfactory catechism on the O1d Testament. One arises from
the extont of the ground over which the scholar is expected to
go,inalimited time. Another arises from the different degrocs
of eapacity and intslligence among the scholars. To meet thesa
difficulties, as far as may be, a brief answer to the guestions js

given in the catechism itself. This may generally be thought

to be safffcient; but in caso the book should be used by clder
scholars, references have been made to those passages of
Boriptore where & faller answer may ba found. "When & class
b composed of scholuss safficiently advanced to adopt the lat-
ter conrse, many queéstions will occor to the tencher, besides
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