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INTRODUCTION.

HE term of man’s existenes on the earth is the
great question of the age. Astronomy and Ge-
ology have of late wonderfully enlarped our eon-
ceptiona of time and space. Under their ingpiration,
the horizon Las expanded into a boundless universe,
end the “six duye of ereation,” into as many vast
periode of duration.

Ethnology, philology, and other Kindred stedies,
have, in like manner, s0 extended the bounds of hu-
man history as to overthrow all our syatems of chro-
nology, and leave the public wind without land-
marks, or reliable dates for the ages prior to the birth
of Abraham. Divines, as well as seientific men,
congtantly feel the need of more time in which to
acconnt for the many evidences of hLigh antiquity
arresting their attention than the Hebrew Seriptures,



