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FAITH.

“Without faith it in impossible to please him: for he that cometh to od
muat believe that be s, and that be &8 8 rewarder of them that Jiligently seek
him."—Hebrews 11t 8,
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A Blessed Retreat

—_—

1. How amichle are thy tzheroucles, O Lord of
hogts |

2. My soul longeth, yes, even [aimteth for the
courts of the Lord: my hesrt and my flesh
erieth oot for the living God.

3 ¥ea, the sparrow hath fourd am hooss, and
tho swullow g nost for horeelf, where she may
lay her young, evem thine altars, O Lord of
houts, my Hing, and wy God.

4. Blessed are they that dwell fn thy heoss:
thay will be etill proisicg ther,

10. For a day in thy coords is better then g
thoosand. T had rather be a doorkeeper in
the bouse of my God, than to dwell in the
tebis of wickednes. PaaLe Bl

ROOEK ISLAND, ILL.
Avcmirans Boox Cowcnm, PRNTERS AND Brspzes
IBZD
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The House of Prayer

“Jesun I where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy merey seat ]
Whers'er they zoek Thee, Thew arl found,
And every place {3 kallow'd prousd.,

Dear Ehophard of Thy chosen fow !
Thy formsr mercigs Reve remew

Hera to our walting hearts proclalm
The wosebiear of Thy soring wadie.

Iera may we prove fka power of proypor;

To sirengthen fofth, ond meeeton gore

To leach our fainl derlres fo rise,

And bring all Meaven Bofors owr opes
CowERR.
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FOREWORD

By Dr. NILS FORSANDER

This interesting, instructive and churchly year-book,
“My Church,” is issued in the service of our Luytheran
congregations. An illustrated Lutheran manual such ac
thir deserves to be heartily recommended to all the mem-
bers of the Synod, because it contains many good sketches
from the histdry of the Swedish Churck in the old Father-
lind and also from the history of the Lutheran Churck in
this couniry. The reading of the lives of faithful Chriz-
tians encourages and guides true church members; and if
we learn fo know our history as g Synod, we will be the
more zealous for the trie welfare and progreis of God's
Eingdom among us.

T'he fact rhat this is the sixtieth anniversary year of the
organization of our Synod reminds us again of the pioneers
in the work of our church in America.



8 MY CHURCH

The pioneer pastor of the Augustana Synod, Rev. L. P,
Eshjorn, came to dmerica from Gefle, Sweden, together
with a company of immigrants, end rettled in Ilinois in
1840, He organized Swedich Lutheran congregations in
Andover, Moline and Geneseo in 1850, and in Galeshuryg
in r85r. Older than these congregations is the one in
New Sweden, Towa, which was organized in 1848. The
patriarch of the Augustana Synod, Dr. T. N. Hasselguist,
came to Galeshurg in 1852, and organized the Lutheran
Immanuel churchk in Chicago in 1855 and, in the fame
year also- the congregations in Knoxville and Geneva.
Later there came from Sweden, pastors Erland Carlrson,
1853; Jonas Swensson and (F. C. T. Andrén, 1856. The
immigration tnereased, many congregations were organized
and parters were ordained here io take charge of them)
M. F. Hakanson, 1853 E. Norelins, P. 4. Cederstam
and 4. Andreen, 1856 P. Carlson, P, Beckman and J. P.,
C. Boreen in 1850. '

Paster L. P. Eshjérn and his congregation united in
£8sr with the Lutheran Synod of Northern Illinois, or-
ganized in Cedarville, Ill., in that year. Thir synod,
before his arrival, kad adopied ar an article in ity consti-
tution, the following declaration: "The Synod regords
God's Word as the only, perfect rule of faith and life and
the Augsburg Confession as contatning g summary of the
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion, mainly
correct.” Against this article Pastor Esbjirn registered
a protest, ar did also Dr. Hasselguist, who united with the
synod an his arrivel, at its meeting in Chicago in 1852,
At the synodical meeting in Galesburg, 1853, this article
was so changed that the word "mainly” was stricken, and



