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FOREWORD.

]N the year I770, a bright litile givl ten
pears of age, Auna Green Winslow, was
sent from hev far away home in Nova Scotia
to Boston, the bivthplace of ker parents, o
be * finished" at Bosten schools By Boston
teachers. She wrole, with evident eagerness
and boving carve, for the edification of her par-
ents and her own proclice in penmanship, this
interesting and guaint diary, whick forms
a most sprightly record, not only of the life
of a poung givl at that time, Sut of the prim
and narrow round of daily occurrences in pro-
vincial Boston. It thus assumes a positive
valus as an historical picture of the domestic
life of that day; a value of which the little
girl who wrole it, or her EBinsfolk who affec-
tionately preserved it to onr own day, never
could have dreamed. To many New Eng-
land families it is specially imteresting as a
complete rendering, a perfect presentment, of
the childich life of their great grandmothers,

ker companions.
It 15 an even chance which ruling thought
in
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in the clever little writer, a Iove of religion
or a love of dress, shows most plainly its in-
fluence on this diary. Onr the wiole, I think
that youthful vanity, albeit of a very natural
and innocent Sorl, i more pervasive of the
pages.  And itir fortunate that this is the
case; for, from the frankly frivolows though
Jar from self-conscious entries we gain a very
exact molion, a very valunable picture, of the
dress of a young givl al that day. We know
all the details of her toilel, from e " pompe-
dore " shoes and the shifts (which she had
never worn il she lved in Boston), lo the
absurd and lop-heavy head-decovation of
“ black feathers, my past combd & all my
past garnet marquaset! and jet pins, together
with my sifver plume.” If this fantastic as-
semblage af ornament were sef upon the "Hed-
dus roll” so graphically descrided, it is easy
to undersiand the denunciations of the time
upon twomen's leadgear. I no contenmpo-
rary record or account, me watler who the
writer, can be found suck a vivacions and witty
description of e modish hairdvessing of that
day as in the pages of this diary.

But there are many entries in the journal
of this vain filtle Puritan devotee to show an
almost equal atlention lo refigion ; records of
Sermons which she kad heard, and of reli-

Zious
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glons comversations in whick she had taken a
self-possessed part; and her frequent use of
Biblical expressions and comparisons shows
tha! she also remembered fully what she
read. Her ambitious theological sermon-notes
were evidently somewhat curtatled by the sensi-
ble advice of the awnt with whom she resided,
whe thereby checked also the conseguent infu-
dicious praise of ker pasior, the Old South
minister. For Anna and her kinsfolk were
of the congregation of the Old South churck ;
and this diary is in effect a recovd of the life
of Old South church attendants. IMany were
what Anna tevms  sisters of the Old South,”’
and wine tenths of the wawmes of her compan-
fons and friends may be found on the baptis-

mal and membership recovds of that church,
Arina was an industyious little wight, active
in all honsewifely labors and domestic accom-
pliskments, and altenitve to ker lessons.  She
conld make V' pyes,” and fine network; she
conld Enit lace, and spin linen thread and
woelen yarn; she conid make purses, and em-
broider pocker-books, and weave watch strings,
and piece palchwork, She learned ' dansing,
or danceing I should say,” from one Master
Turner; she attended a sewing school, to be-
come @ neal and deft little sempstress, and
above all, ske attended a writing school to
. i learn



