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A BRIEF ACCOUNT, &ec.

Iy tracing the history of the Christisn Church from ita
earliest catablishment, throngh the period of its decline, antil
it reached that long and dark night of apostacy, which for
ages preceded the Reformation, we find, that in proportion as
the life and substance of relipion decayed, a multitude of cere-
monies were introduced in their place, little, if at all, less oner-
ous than the typical institutiona of the Moseie law. This has
ever been the vesult, when the ingenuity of man has attempted
to improve or adom the sinaplicity of spiritnal religion, There
is a naturad sctivity in the buman mind, which prompis it to
be busy, and can with difficulty submit to that selfrenuncia-
tion which the Clospel enjoins. It is much easier for a pro-
fessor of religion to be engaged in the performance of rites
and eeremonies, than to yield his beart an entire saerifice to
God.  Objects presented to the mind through the medium of
the patural senszes, produce a powerful impression, and arc
maore easily apprehended, than those traths which are address-
ed to the intellestual faculties only, and are designed fo sab-
due and cintrol the wayward passions of the human heart.
It is not surprising, therefore, that inetead of that worship of
the Almighty Father, which is in Bpirit and in Truth, and
which requires the subjection of the will and aetivity of man,
and the prostration of the whole soul in reverent humility be-
fore God, a routine of ceremonies and forms should have been
substituted, calenlated to strilke the eye ond the ear with ad-
miration, "

As the period of degeneracy was marked by the great
amount aod incrense of these ceremonies, o, when it pleased
the Most High to raise up individuals, sud enlighten them to
see the existing corruptions, and how far the professed Chris-
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tinn Church had departed from original pority, wied to pre-
pare them for instruments in workisg a reformation; one of
their first duties was, ta draw men off from those rites by which
their minds bad been unduly oceupied, und on which they had
too much depended, instend of pressing after experimental re-
ligion in the heart. '

This, of necessity, was a progressive work.  The brightness
of meridian day bursts nod at enee upon the world,  There 12
# gradual increase of light, from ite earliest dawn until it
reaches its fullest splendor; yet the feeblest ray which first
dartz throigh the thick darkness, is the same in its nature
with the moat laminone blaze, It makes manifest those things
which the Divina controverzy iz against, and leads back to the
state of pespel simplicity and purity, from which the visible
Church has lapsed. And although the light may mot be suf-
ficiently clear tn diseover all the eorruptions, nor the siate of
the world zueh as to bear their romaval, yel thuse holy men,
who act up faithfully to the degres of koowledpe with which
they are fuvored, are worthy of double honor, as instruments
for correcting the growing evile of their day, and preparing
the way for further sdvancement in the retormation,

It is interesting to obsorve, that the different religiots Bo-
cletivs which bave arisen gince the reformation, #il aimed at
the attainment of grealer degress of spirituality and & more
fervent piety, than was generally to He found among the seet
from which they sprung.  The idea, that forms were too much
substituted for power, and & decent compliance with the ex-
ternals of religion, for ite heart-changing work, seems to have
given rize to them all. Fach successive advance lopped off
some of the ceremonial excrescences, with a view of making
the system more conformable to the Apostolic pattern.  In
the early part of the seventeenth cenlury considerable pro-
gress was made in thiz work, tending to prepare the way for
that more foll and eomplete exemplification of the criginal
simplicity of the Goapel, which was exhibited to the world by
George Fox and his coadjutors. Tt is no arrogant assumption
to masert, that to whatever point in the reformation we turn
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our attention, we tind the germ of those principles, which were
subsequently developed and earried out by the founders of our
Hociety, actuating the Reformera and leading them to resalts,
approaching nearver to those attained by Fniexns, in propor-
tion to the farthfuloess and messure of light bestowed on the
individual- '

Opiniona very similar to those held by our Soeiety, on the
subjects of the indwelling and guidance of the Holy Bpirit,
baptism and other ceremonies, superstitions rites, war, oaths,

“and a minisiry of humar appointment and education, were
promulgated hy individoals at differeat periods, antecedent o
the rige of Friends, though not advanced as distinguishing
tenets by any considerable body of professors,

The reformation from Pepery under Edward VI was but
partial, Many of the evrore and superstitions of that pompous
aud ceremonial religion ware rotained partly berause the
dawning light was oot salficient to reveal their true character,
and partly in complinnes with the pupular prejudies in favoer
of ancient institutione, and of a showy and impoeing form of
worship, There were, however, men of eminent piety and re-
ligions dizcernment, who pereeived the degeneracy from primi-
tive Christinoity, which gave birth (o those corruptions, and
had sinece fostered their growll and promoted Lheir inerease,
until they threatened tw supplant vital religion,

On the death of Edward, the hopes which these had cherizh-
ed, of further advances toward the original simplicity and
purity of Christinnity, were extioguished by the sccession of
Mary, and the barbarous persecution which ollowed. Many
sealed with their blood the testimony of u good cowselence, and
by faithfulness onto death, not only proved the eincerity of
their profession, bul prepaved the way for those nearer ap-
proaches to Divine Truth, whick have aince been made.  If
the clearer spiritual light of the present day, unfolds to us
some points in which the helief of these holy men was defec-
tive, it also places in stronger relief, as 4 noble example wor-
thy of ull imitation, the undaunted firmness and integrity of
their charaoters, their love of Clrist, and their devotion to his



3] A BRIEF A{XNTINT OF

cause. It canmot be viewed in any other light, than ss 8 Divine
interposition in bebalf of his suffering people, that this higoted
and relentless Queen so soon rlosed her career, after a brief
and ioplorious reign,

When Elizabeth came to the throne, she found herself sur-
rounded by Papists strongly attached to their religion, and
gealous for its support. Her prodence dictated a cantious
course in changing the exlsting order of thinge, Too great or
sudden alterativns, might heve hazarded the peaee of the
Trealm, and cven brought her erown into jeopardy.  Elizabeth,
moreover, was fond of magnificence in her devotions ; and in
thie respect, the pomp of popery suited well with her inclina-
tions, It is questiopable, indeed, whether her preference for
the Protestant religion was oot e much owing to her affection
for her brother, King Edward, and reapect for the memory of
ber father, as to any decided conviction of ity nearer approxi-
mation to the standard of Bexiptore Trath.

She restored the Hiurgy and order of worship as established
by her byother, and strictly eopoined ite observanee, though
many of her Protestant aubjects eonscientiously ohjected to
some parts of it The idol of uniformity, and the long cherish-
ed idea of a catholic Church, to which the Papists bad made
such lavish sacrifiees of human [ife, had strony attractions even
for Protestants ; aod Elizabeth, us well as her successors, per-
sceuted oven to death, not & few of her pious subjects, in the
vain attempt to cocrce the conscienees of men, and redoce them
to une common standard,

The doetrives and form of worship revived hy Elizabeth
after the death of Macy, left the minds of many much dis-
satisfied. They desired o more thorough separation from the
errors of Popery; a simpler method of church government,
and a purer and more spiritual religion and worship, These
were called Puritans; a name which, though bestowed on
them with no good deeipn, yeb agreed well with those things
for which they contended.

The Protestants who fled to Frankfort, during the persecu-
tion under Queen Mary, unanimously concluded to dispense

1

-

(4




THE HIEE (F THIE S0{TETY. T
with the litany, surplice aud responzes of the Church of Eng-
land ; that public service should begin with a peneral confes-
sion of sing, then the people to sing a pealim in metre in a plaio
tune, after which the minister should pray for the asistance
of the Hely Bpirit, and proceed to sermon. These innova-
tivne on the established order of the Bervice-Baok, led to warm
disputes, which zoon spread inte England ; and though st
times the breach would seem vearly closed, yet the controversy
was again and sgain renewed, and efforte made to procure fur-
ther reformations from the errors of the RHomish Church.

Soon after Elizabeth came to the throne, she appointed a
Commission (o review the litoegy as eslablished by Edward.
The alterations made in it, were rather i favor of the Papists
than the Puritans, by moany of whom it was viewed as more
ohjectionable then the old Borviee-boolk. It was, however,
presented to Parliament, and adopued 29 the national form of
religion, by ¥ The Aet for the Coifirmity of Common Prayer
and Hervies in the Chureh,” &, The same Parlisment possed
an act vesting the entire scclesiastical jurisdiction in the crowa,
and ecmpowering the Queen © with the adviee of her commis-
sionera or metvopolitan, to ordain and publizh such further
ceremonies and rites as may be for the sdvancement of God's
glory sud edifving Lis Church, aod the reversnes of Christ's
holy mysieries and saersments.”

The act of aoiformity waz the =ource of gpreat mischiel to
the Church. Many eonacientious ministers and others eould
not conform to i requirements, belioving them to be opposed
to the doctrives and precepts of the Bibe, The rigorous en-
forcement of the act, while it punished the bodies of men, and
wasted their estates, did not convinee their minda; but rather
strengthened their opposition to and alienated their affeetions
from the Chureh,

In the dectrival viewe of the two parties, the Conformists
and the Puritans, there wag Hitle avowed difference. The
uncasiness arose chiefly from o conscientious objection to the as-
sumptions of the bishope, the introduction of numerous unserip-

tural offices and titles in the church—the laxity of her disci-
]*
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pline—the prohibition of extemporansous prayer—the numer-
ous festivala— the vse of organs and other instruments of musie
in time of worship—of the sign of the eross in the ceremony
of baptism—kneeling at the ceremony of the supper— bowing
at the name of Jesus and on entering or leaving their places
of worship—to the ring in marriage, 88 well a8 parts of the
words spoken during the rite; and to the uee of the surplice
and other vestments by the priests during Divipe serviee.
Buch were the principal grounds of difference in the com-
mencement of the dispute ; and though the Conformists ai-
feeted toconsider them nen-essential, yet they.insisted on them
with & pertinacity, which increased the opposition and widened
the breach, until at leogth it produced an entire separation,
from which have sprung the various classes of Disscnters.

That the Puritans were conseientions in their objections to
the established religivn, will not be questivned by such az are
acquainted with the piety of their lives, and the patience and
fortitude with which they endured persecution for their re-
ligious opinions.  Cooneeted with these, was a eteadfast resis-
tance to the assumad power of the crown, sz vizible head of
the Chureh, to proseribe Lo, and rontrol, the conseience of the
sahject, in things not esential. Against this they manfully
contended while the reins of government were in the hands of
their opposents. But when the revoluticn of civil affiics
placed them in possession of the power, they too roon forgot
the principles of retional and Chrigtian liberty, for which they
had formerly strugpled, and excrcised on oihers, the uppres-
gion and cruelty which they had so much condemned in their
Wil CRse.

Contending for their religious Hberty, patarally had the ef-
feet to make them more jealons of their eivil nghts ; and heoce,
during the subsequent reign, we find them standing forth, as
staunch opposcrs of the encroachmenta of the crown.

That they were ipstruments in the hand of Providence, for
carrying forward the veformation from the errors and super-
stitinns by which Christianity had been overlaid, cannot be
doubted ; yet as thie wae a gradual work, aceomplished by




