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PREFACE,

Tais little work 1= scareely one of those which require an
introduction, for il 18 no more than a narrative of scenes and
events which have passed under my obscrvation in the course
of a long residence abroad in an official capacity.

When I retired from active servicee T s began to mniss the
regular oecupations to which 1 had been nceustomed, and 1
bethought myself of the advice given by Horace Walpole to
Madame du Deffand, when she complained of emuni, not to be
always reading, but to amuse hersell with writing down the
recollections of what she had seen,  * But why bLe constantly
reading? Why not writc something ¥ 1t 1z move intoresting,
Wrile down then whal you have seen, and, even il you are
not econtented with it, it will he pretty sure to amuso
somebody clse. My friend Mr. Gray says that if any one
would only be satisfied with stating ezactly what he has
gsen, without preparation, withoul orhament, without trying
to shine, he would have more readers than the best anthors'

I pretend then to no other mert {han thut of having
related faithfully what 1 have seen and hewd.  As to my
opinions, they may be deemed right or wrong ; but none have
been expressed without serious reflection, and a deep sense
of the duty of speaking plainly where one speaks at all,

¥ Lattves de ln Marquise du Deffond,  Parels, 1812, Teaue i p, 800



vi PREFACE,

If T have not scrupled to censure the viclence with which
the Prussian government has extingnished the independence of
=0 many German etates, I am not blind to the benefite which
may eventually acerue to the nation from the establishment
of the mew Germanie empire under the Prussian lead.
Prince Bizmarck may be regarded as the instrument of a
higher power, whose work, even against his own wishes, must
tend to the ultimate realization of nalional unity, and con-
stitutional liberty, by the German people.

Tt miy appear to some thaet I have uodervalued the -
portance of the diplomatic profession § and T have not certainly
rated its general utility as very high. Dut thiz circomztanes
dnes not interfere with my respect for individual members of
that profession, many of whom I have learned to know, and
entertain lowards them feclings of sinepre esteem and personal
roeand. '

Poven, Decewnder 3184, 1871,
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