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To ’
FEEDINAND MUELLER, PaD, M.D., F.R8., &0, &c, &c.

Govezvuexr Borawisr PoR THE ColoNy oF VICTORIA.

My DEAR BIR,

. Inpresenting to the public my humble contribution to the Flora
of Australis, T foel deeply indebtod to your kind eonsiderstion for pormitting
me to dedicate te Yolume to you ; and more especially do I appreciate the
ssspoiation of your name with my occasional papors, inasmuch ss most of
them have boen pornsed by you, sad received your favouruble matice. But
indepandently of the fiiendly sentiments you have manifested towards me,
and the invalusbls nesistamos I haya received from your correspendsnce for
tho lust eleven years, there are other conmderations which induce me to bring
Four name prominently forwsrd on the present porasion,

Binee the days of the illustricus Roperr DEOWN, no botanist has devpted
Emﬁmq:d&mnd}hlhnduﬁﬂnﬁmnfimﬂﬂi‘nm&h
yoursclf, and certainly none hee move richly merited the title * Prircs oF
ApeTRALIA® BoTax1ems,” bestowed upon you by the eminent amthor of

When I nu'nl.mnplih the extensive information, profound research, and

. philosaphical discrimination, displayed in the woluminous works published
by you, by which you have gained an imperishable reputation, and contributed
mnterially to the ad t of sciemoe thronghout the civilited world, I
may well feel honoured by the friendship of such » man as yourself, aed pray
that you may long sontinus to adorn theee colonies,
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- Bhonld it pleass Divine Providence to spare a life devoted to the calm and
nnobtrasive pursuits of science sad the devolopment of the regetable produe-
tiona of this vast continent, you will render incalonlebls sarviee, not merely to
Victoria, but to the whols of the Australian colonies, and future gencrstions
will contemplate with wonder the indefatigable lsbour efid untiring seal of
one so highly favoured. If, however, like o distinguished historinn who was
strugk down in the midst of his Etersry labours, your sun should sel, ere the
great works designed by you shall bave beon fully socomplished, it may truly
be =aid of you s it was of o renowned general of sntiquity : * Et ipre quiden
quamgren medio is spalio infegre alalis ereplus, quantem ad gloriom, Tongie-
abmain v perapit.”!
I am, my dear Sir,
Your faithfol and cbliged friend,
Wonrny Woorza,

Parramatis,
Decomber 1887,




PREFACE.
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r_[‘E'Epmtwlum is composed of papers on oceasional sub-
jocts, connected with the Botany of Australia, and designed
to lay before the public in a popular form some perticulars re-
specting the Vegetable Kingdom: of that vast continent. The
information thus conveyed is partly the result of personal obsar-
vation in the colony of New South Wales, snd partly 2 careful
review and selection of such facts as have appeared from time to
time in works not alweys accessible to the general reader, For
my article on Foerns, I sm deeply indebted to the five volumes of
the late Sir William Hooker's “ Species Filicum,” and to the fifth
volume of Dir. F. Mueller's © Fragments Phytographie dustralie.”
‘Whilst endeavouring to place on record any matters of interest
relative to Australian Ferns, which I have noticed in my rambles,
I have enuvmerated all the species mentioned by those eminent
writers, and arranged the varions geners sccording to the system
indicated in the Species Filicem. Being aware that Sir William's
great work has had a very limited circulation in the colony, and
that Dr. F. Mueller's roview of Australisn Ferna was composod
in Latin and intended for the learned in all parts of the world, I
was impreased with the idea that & popular article on our ferns
might be acceptable to many persone in these colonies. My im-
pressions were not without foundation, for after my papers on the
subject had appeared in the Sydney Morning Herold, 1 waa re-
guested to publish them over again with sundry alterations and
sdditions in the Hortioultural Magarine. I'o these papers, I have
now added & systematic list of our Australisn Ferns, which I trust
will assist collectors in arranging their specimens according toan
approved method of clasmification, and will induce many pterido-
philists in different parts of Australin to add to the number of
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species already known and described. In the paper on Orchids,
I have given the result of my own observations in the neighbour.
hood of Parramatta, as well as the more elasborate review of the
order by Dr. F. Mueller, who by his own exertions in the fleld,
- and by his descriptions of specimens forwarded to him from
different parts of Australis, has added msny species to those
previously deseribed by the illustrious suthor of the Prodromus
Flore Nove-Hollandie. As 1 have been incessantly oceupied
for many years past in arduous duties limited to the distriet of
Parramatta, T have enjoyed but few opportunities of proceeding
far into the interior, and, therefore, most of my papers are con-
fined to the illustration of the Flora existing in the neighbourhood
of the town in which I have been engaged. With the exception of
my personal observations on the Blue Mountaina, Mittagong, snd
Ash Island, of which I have given a brief outline, my attention
has been directed pripeipally to the Flora of the Parramatta
District, and on different oceasions, I have published more than
thirty letters on that subject. It was my first intention, when I
was requested by Dr. F. Mueller, and other friends, to colloct
my pepers and publish them in a connected form, to take &
cereful review of all those letters, and add to them such species
of plants as had previcusly escaped my notice ; but upon reflection,
1 found that such & work would not merely oecupy more time
than I eould spare for the purpose, but that it would lead fo the
publication of a larger volume than I considered advisable.
Moved by such considerations, therefore, I have selected a
paper, which was read before s society in Bydney, giving an out-
line of the vegetable productions indigenous in the district, and
to that I bave sdded special papers on *“the Woods," *the
Medicinal Flants,” and “ Ornamental Shrubs” of the neighbour.
hood. My paper on “Introduced Plants,” of which we may now
number more than & hundred species that have appesred acei-
dentally amongst us, opena for consideration topica of sn interest-
ing and practical nature, for whilst it leads to apeculations as to
the probable causes of such importations, it also serves to indicate
from the character of the plants thus introduced, the adaptation
of similar species to the soil and climate of the colony. With
respect to those papers founded upon the consideration of speci-
mens forwarded to me from the interior, I have availed myself of




