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PREFACE

N THE FALL of 1909 the late Professor Frederick
I W, Moore suggested 1o me as a tapic lor investiga-
tion, the palice comral of the negro in the period of
1861-1865 and follwing yvears, 1t was his sugpestion that
by using several states as ilustrations T should show o what
extent the Southern people sought to perpetuate nor
slavery, but the zame method of controlling the emanci-
pated negra which was in force under the slavery regime,
the difficulties which were met with {rom without and the
measure of suecess attained, The first guestion arising
was: what was that method? It was soon evident tha
the laws on rhe statute bools did not adeguarely answer
the question.  To get a clear understanding of that svstem
another question, or two other questions, had to he answered
to what extent were these lows cuforeed; and, what extra
legal melthod may have beon resorted o in a system so
flexible as stavery was?  “These guestions caused the mono-
graph to assume large proporiions; for in only o few of
the stares has the history of slavery been written.  Be-
ginning in South Carolina, my native state, | soon became
attracted by the possibilities of 4 study of the institution
of slavery [rom this point of view of slave control 1 one of
the oldest eommunitiecs, Hence in order 1o bring this
within the compass of & doctoral dissertution, at the later
suggesiion of Prolessor Siowssat, I limied the siudy to
one state and to a stwdy of the ante-bellum period, at-
tempting, as far as possible, to show to what extent the
laws were enforced, Tt is my hope, at some later time, Lo
be able, with this study as a1 bagls, 1o angwer the original
question as it affecrs South Carolina,

It affords me pleasure o acknowledge assistance in the
way of helpful suggestions and criticism from Professors
Sioussal, Dhwer and Mims of the Vanderbilt Faculty;
Professor U, B. Phillips, of the Universitv of Michigan,

and T. D Jervev, Esq.. of Charleston, To Miss Firz-
330518
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simmons and her assistants at the Charleston Library;
Miss Webber, of the South Carcling Historical Society;
AL S Salley, Jr., of the South Carolina Historical Commis-
sion; Miss Rion, of the South Caroling University Library;
and the County Ulerks of Court of several countics in the
State, | am indebted for assistance in collecting materials.
To these and others whao have lent me aid 1 wish to take
this opportunity of expressing my appreciation,
H. M. HENRY.

Vanderbtft University
Nashedlle, Tenn., April 1, 1913,
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