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CULPEPER AS A BATTLE GROUND.

IN THE WAR BETWEEN THE SBTATES.

[By Judge I). A. Grimsley.]

[Panjel Amon Grimsley, son of Kev. Barnett Grimaley and Ruih U Grims-
ley, was born April 8rd, 1840, in Culpeper, now Rappahannock eounty, near
Washington. When about twenty years old Judge Grimsley enlisted as a pri-
vate in the Reappahanncek eavalry, which was first ecommanded by Captain
John 8hackelford Green, and was appuinted ord nt soon after the
company went into active serviee. Was elected ﬁmt. leatenant npon the re-
organization of the eompany in the spring of 1882, and within a fow days
thereafter became capialn upon the promotion of Cupt. Hreen, and afterwards
wajor and Jieutenant colonel of the sixth Virginia cavalry, to which the Rup-
pabannock company belonged. He served through the entire war from April,
1861, to the ayrrender at Appowsttox. Major Grimsley. although he had
several horses shot under him, was never wonmded, slck, or on furlough for
LOre t.ha.n_a day or two at a time, and was in eommand of his regiment a
greater portion of the tihoe duriog the intter years of the war, Major Grims-
ley hag an accurate memory, which, together with his thorough knowladge of
wilitary affairs, virtnally renders him an oracle, and he 13 always sought out
by those in search of information along these linee.

After the war, Judge Grimsley studied law under a private tutor, Mr. H.
G. Moffett, in Rappahannoek, and apon obtainiug bis Hegnse, bagan the prac-
ties of his profession at Cnlpeper in 1867. He was elected to the State Senate
in 1848, of which body he remained 4 member until 1878, In 1830 he was ap-
pointed by Gov. Holliday jndge of the sixth Judicisl eireuit to Al & vacaney
eaneed by the death of Judge Henry 8hackelford. The readjuster party ob-
taining control of the State in 1872, he was defeated in tho election for that
office. To 1885 he was elected to the House of Delegates to represent Culpeper
eounty, and in 1886 he was elected judge of the sixth Judielal eircuit, which
position he still ocenples.

In 1808, Judge (trimsley married Bettie N., danghter of William L. Brown-
ing, and has six living children, who are : Margaret, married George Dreway,
Virginia, Thomas Edwin, married Mary Edelin, Mary B., married John Btrode
Barbour, Fauny &., and Elizabeth Barnett. Their younger child, Ethel, died
a faw years since of typhoid fever—R. T. G.]

Brandy Station was the great battle ground between the cavalry of the
armies of Northern Virginia, and of the Potomac, during the war betwean tha
Statea, It was the soene of quite a balf dozen pitched battles, in which thou-
sands of horsemen met in the rade shock of conflict,
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Brandy Station was directly on the line of advance and retreat of ihe
armles, between Washington and Richmond. A station on the Southern rail-
way (then the Orange and Alexandria), which either ariny, oceupying Culpeper,
used for the purpose of supply. 1t wasa point from which the road south
diverged enstward to Fredericksburg, to the Wilderness and the lower Rapidan,
and westward to Madison and Orange; going north, they diverged weatward
townrds Warrenton and upper Fauquier, and eastward towards Kellyville and
tha lower Potomae. Ho it was an objective point in the movements of either
army, in elther direction, The eountry saround sbout the Station was adinirn-
bly adapted to cavaley wovements. 1t was a broad, opeu, undulating plain,
withont forest or other gerious obetruction to the movements of large bodies
of troops, but snfliciently rolling to fornish select positions for the use of artil-
lery. -

In the early part of the war the countey was well fenced, oecasionally by
8 hedize and diteh, whieh offered serious obstruction to the movements of
cavalry, and was not nofrequently, both in charge and retreat, the occasion
of serinns mishap to the bold eavalier, befnes especinlly disastrons in rotreat.
However, the fences soon disappesred, and the hedge rows were leveled to the.
earth, and it became an ideal loeality for cavalry.

It was oecupied for a time by Gen. Stuart o the spring of 1862, on the

_ retreat of the Confedorate Armuy from Mansssas, and eome little skirmishing

then took place, hetween the videttes.and pickets along the banks of the

Rappahannock, Noserious engagement. howsver, oseurred until the 20th of

Augnat, 1882, when Les advanced on Pope, then oceupying Culpeper. Just
Praviong to the serond battle of Manassus,

After the defeat of MeClellan, before Richmond, it will be remoubered,
General Lae quietly transferred his amny to Orange eounty, and massed it
behind Clarke's Mountaly, from which point he deslzued to horl his veteran |
battalions on the flank and tear of Pope, in Culpeper. Lisut-Colonel Ilender-
son, of the Baglish Army. who i5 at present [Jan. 1900.] & staff officer of Lord
Hoberts In the Sonth Afriean war, in his life of Jackson, givea the following

- beantiful deseription of the landseape, as seen from Clarke's Mountain, whers
Jackson had established u signal station.

“The view from the summit embraced an extended landseape. The rav-
ages of war had not yei alfaced [ts travguil beguty, nor had the nownesof its
bright rivers and thriving vliluzos bacoma houschald words, It was still
unknawn to history; a peacsful and pastoral distriet, remots from beaten
tracks of trade, und inhabited by a gquiet and industrions people. To dny,
few regions can hoast of sterner or more heroie memories. To the right, roll-
ing away in light and shadow, for a scors of wiled, i8 the great forest of Spots-
sylvania, within whoee gloomy depthe lie the tiehds of Chanezlloraville, where
the bresstworks of the Wilderness van still be traced, and on the eastern
verge of which stand the grass grown batteries of Fredericksbuorg. North-
ward, and beyond the woods whieh hide the Rapidan, the eye ranges over the
wide nud fertile pleins of Culpeper, with the green erest of Slavghter’s Moun-
tain everlooking Cedar Run, and the dim levels of Brandy Btation, the scene
of the great eavalry battle, just vigible beyond. Far away to the northeast,
the faint outline of a range of hills marks the soorce of Bull Koo and the
Mannssas platean, and to the west, the long ramparts ot the Blue Ridge,
softened by the distance, stand high above the Virginia plaina.”

This movement was desigued to be begun on the 18th day of August, but
by reason of the delay of the cavalry, inreaching Orange from the Peninsols,
it was not begun untll about 3 o'eloek on the worning of the 20th. General
Pope, having in the meantime, learned of Lee's meditated attack, began his
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retreat on-the morning of the 19th, and had reached the sonth bank of the
Rappahannock before Ggn. Tee left Orauge. The Confederate Army crossed
the Rapidan at Raceoon and Morton's Fords, and wmovdd towards the townz
of Culpeper and Brandy Station, preceded by Robertson's brigade of cavalry,
eonelsting of the second, sixth, seventh, eleventh and twelfth Virginia Regl-
ments, White's battalion, and Fita Lee's brigade, eonsisting at that time of
the ist. Maryland, 8rd, 4th and Sth regiments, Gen, Fitz Lee tookthe road by
Medden's towards Kellysville, and (en. Robertson the road by Steveushurg
to Brandy Station, Gen. Stuart moving in person with Robertson'a bri-
gade, (fen. Bayard, of the Federal Army, was directed with his brigade, then
at Brandy Station, and eonsisting of the 1gt. Pa., 1et. N. Y., 1st. R. 1., Ist.
Masn,, and 2nd. N. Y., to protect the flank and rear of the Tetreating army in
tho direction of Stevensburg, At that time, If the writer remnembers rightly,
for gome distanes oot of Brandy Btation, on the Stevensburg ' road, there were
woods on both sides of the road, and on the east side they extended beyond
the point where the Calpaper road now turns off from the Btevenshatg road,
and In those woaods, the Feleral eavalty, their rearzoard having heen driven
back from Btevensburg, mnde their first determined stand against the advanee
of the Confederate cavalry. By dismounting o portion of his fores, armed
with earbines, und judiciously postad In these wooda, (en Bayard was co-
abled to hold in cheek the advance of the Confederates for some time. After
the eontest here had been waged for guite a while, Jen. Robertsomn mowved
eome portion of his eovmmand, around by the Wise homse in the direction of
the Tarbour hill, and thus furning the flavk and reaching for the rear of the
Fodoral commander, foreed him from his position in the woods in front of
Brandy. Failing back from this position. he made & stand on Flestwood
Heights in solid eolumns of squadron, with mouoted skirmishers in front and
flenk. The Coofaderates movaed up rapidly, and attacked the Federals in this
new pogition with great dash and spirit. Gen. Stuonrt, in his report of this
engagement at this point, says: ** Bobertson’s regiments wers hurled in
rapid snecession, in eolomng of fogr, upon the main body of the enony's eav-
alry, sl bafors tha elash of the sabres they took fright and fled, taking re-
fume ¢loso to tho river, nnder protestion of thoir batteries on the other mide.”
He always paid a bigh eompliment to this eomwmand, which, he says: “had
heen broaght to the stability of veterans by the discipline, organization and
drill of the brigade commandar.” Gan. Bayard, in his peport, save: “‘that
the sudden eharge and yells of the coemy secmed to gtrike terror to his men,
and they soon began running;” that they were rallied, however, and retrestad
guistly tothe Rappahanoock. Fite Lee, on this same ocoasion, had a spiritod
engagement with the Federal cavairy on the road from Madden's te Kelley's
Ford.

Flectwood Heights is & beantiful location. Being an ¢levated ridge, which
extends eastward at right angles to the elevation extending sonth from Wel-
ford'y, and jutting out into the plaing, it commands the country and roads
leading northr and south from Brandy Btotion. On this occasion it received
its baptism of fire, und thereafter, there was no movement of troops across
the borders of Culpeper that artillery did oot blaze from its sumnits, and
charging squadrons, on its slopes and around its base, did not contend for
BUPTOMACY.

The day after this engagement the cavalry, followed by the whole army,

moved westwird along the south banks of the Rappahannoek into the Little
Fork and finally swinging sround through Thoroughfare Gup, debouched on
the plaing of Mapuesas, to win, for a seecond time, & vietory on the same fleld,
The writer bas & most pleasant recollection of the kindness on this cecasion of
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one of the moat worthy and respected oitizens of ‘the town of Culpeper. He
(the writer) was on picket duty the night before, at Rapidan Station, with a
aguadron of cavalry, and was ordered to join his regiment the next day at
Brandy. This put lis line of mareh through the town of Culpeper, and he en-
tered it on the heels of the retreatiog enemy. When he had arrived
on Maln street, &t & point opposite the store of Dr. Gorrell, he found
that that pentleman, I anticipation of the coming of the Confederates, had
preparcd o huge tub of lemonade to refreeh the tired soldiers. Just think
of jt! Ice cold lemonnde, with plenty of lemon in it to make it sour, and
plenty of sugar to make it aweet, and ies to make it eold, to a tived, weary,
dirty, dusty Confederate soldier, on a hot day in Auguet. I think of it now,
and, although it is winter time, I thiret for that lemonads to-day, and would
enjoy so mueh & draught of it from & elean, shining tin cap. Wa thank him
for it gtill. May he live long and prosper.

KEELLEYVILLE.

Parhaps we might have heretofore referred to the first ineursions of Fed-
oral troops in the eounty and village of Culpeper on the morning of tha 5th of
May, 1812, Major D Porter Stowell, eommanding the 1st Mass, Cavalry, -
erossed the Rappabannoek river at Boverly's Ford on the night of the 4th,
and after refreshing men and animals on the farm and at the howse of
Mr. Richard Cunningham, eame on to the village the following morningz. It
seomns to huve been the frony of fate, that the soll of Culpeper should have
been fivat invaded by the sons of Noew England. Nesrly a hundred years pre-
vious, when Massachuseits was threatened with invasion and oppression frogn
the nother sountry, among the fiest to take up aruos {n defense of hor canse,
ns well as the eommon cause of the colonics, wore the gallant “Minute Men™
of Culpeper. Now, the first to appear, as armed invaders of her soil, were the
sand of those, with whom they had stood shoulder to shonlider a hnndrad yesrs
batore, and thiy in the swered names of union, liberty and [ esdom. Well may
we say with Madame Holand : “Oh liberty! What erimes have been commitbed
in thy name.” =

The officer tn comimand of the expedition says he found on the farm of Mr,
Conpingham abundant forage for his horses, and that the overscor, o Mr,
Wiltshira, was very kind to him, fornishing forage and opening the wmangion
houes for ocenpancy by his command, He speaks of it as an elegant old man-
sion, handsoiyely furnished, and says that he and hiy soldiers snjoyed their
roposc on sofas, conches, boda, lounges and on the parlor foors. Ho was avi-
dently a gentleman, and understood, even in war, the laws of properiy rights,
for he sayy, notwithstandiog it had been the headquarters of the Confederate
panerals, and the absance of the owner, yet nothing in the house, or about the
promiscs, wod taken or injured by his men. Leaving Cunninghnm's, he fol-
lowed the ridge road, passing the brick house ot Dir. Huntington (Dr. Dan'l
Green's), und came ont by the Barbour house to Brandy Station. He pgives, in
his report, & very interesting account of hin trlp, of the ronte pursued, of the
beauty and fertility of the ecountry, and the temper of the people with whom
he wet. He speaks of the conntry as lovely in its appearance, well cultivated,
and Olled with aupplies of all sorts, for man and beast. That wost of the
furmers had left their homes in charge of their overseers, but that their fnrm—
ing work wag going on as usual.

At this time there were no Confederate troops north of Gordonsville, save
two companies of cavalry of the 2nd, Va, Reg,, enesinped on the Greenwood es-
tate, and engaged In picketing the roads north of Calpeper, The officer report-
od that be encountered the Confederate pickets some three miles north of Cul-



