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TNTRODTCTORY.

While gold hus been responsible for mueh evil in the
warld, it has been the propelling foree that has marked
the most brilliant epoehs of hwnan progress.  When
Israel was a world power, she owned or conbrolled the
land of Ophir, from which her wise King Solomon drew
the gold to build and heantify the tewple.

The gold and slver dug from the mines of Furope
and Asia ereated the schools of art, philosophy, snd
literature of Greeee and Rome,

The Lreasures of North and South Ameriea for een-
turies pouring a golden strewm anto Durope raized the
curtain of the dark sges, ended the night of brutality,
ignorance and superslition which enveloped mankind
and ushered in the moring of a day, the neonday
splendor of which we of the twenticth century now
EMJOY.

The advance of the humnan race, during the last
fifty years, in all the fields of art, in mechanics, com-
meree, science and religion iz duc to the opening of
the gold fields of California and Australia,

The stars and stripes was first raised in California
above Butter's Fort near the present city of Sacra-
mento in the fall of 1846, Iremont's command, and
Stephenson’s regiment and Commeodore Sloat’s Marines

concuered the state, and it became American territory
7



