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PREEFATORY NOTIL

Tup fllowing Dissoorse is published br the request, and at the cxXpense,
of u portion of the parish in Weal Bridgowater, Mass., of which T was,
sntil reeenly, the minfster. Tt Lng Been delivorsd in thres of the Bridge-
waters 5 ariginally at the Souch as a lyeeum-lecture, and afterwards, with
some changes in fis structure and languare, wnd the profixing of a baxt, as
a4 religious diseonree in the Tnitarlan Onngresutionel Churches of tho
West and Fast. The Distorical normtive, the michortiey, and argnment,
remain a8 fivst writhen, Though well resaived abroad, i offended some
of my own people; hat, sines T no lwger stand i the same rela-
tion o them, I wun handfy think it onndid perasal will have the sama
effsct now,  The question dizcussed 58 ove of groat importance; and,
though the trath seems almost too plain to need more than & gimple state-
ment of it, yet the minds of thousands hove Beoone 20 blinded by party
seal, and the sophistries of thodr politieal ladess, suppork of the
Fugitive Slaye Taw, ag not 1o gee i, Kntwing the grest weight attached
to eminoot examples and the suthoriky of great names, I sdopted this
method of preaomting the subjeet, booause I fult sensible it would have
greater infloenee than & diseussion of th absmract principlez volved {n it,
To oceupy commen ground with the Aposiles of our Lined, with the
Ohrigtian Martyrs, with the Protestanrs of the Refomnation, and the Pari-
tans of England, and to be austained by the moat leamed and mninont of
scholars and disines fn Charoh and State, je o sonsileration of oo Lttls
weight and importanes.  Th was my chject, therafore, in connection with a
cloar statement of the teath, to ehow how amply it i sustained by this
kind of evidence, and to pressot it in eueh o Tight as to make it tell upon
wur giradent duty,

Tho Letber, which T have added on my own raspnsibilicy, togother with
the Diseowrse, though intended fn part for the benchit of a partienlar
localicy, are adapted to generul eirculstion, and are sommended o the
friondly eonsideration of thege fnte whose hands they may &ll, and more
especially of my brethron in the ministry,

J, 6 5.
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DISCOURBE.

GTHEEY WILL DELIFRY Yoo TP Io THE cOUNCILE, AND THEY WILL SCHIRGE
TOU IN THELE BYNAGDGURS] AND TH §FHALL BE MROUGHT HEFORE
GOVERNORS AKD EINGA [DE MY BAKF. . . . THET SHALL DBELIVER Y0U
UP IO B AFPLICTED, AND SHALL KISh ¥t . . o FRam 40T THEM THAT
EILL THE BODY, BUT 4KE W01 AFLE TO KILL THE 3000 — Jeaus.

“'Tgey Peren Awp THH OFHDN ATOSTERI ANSWIRED AND dun, W& 0UeHT
o oper Cop namwei AN WIKST — dofs of the dposties

Tr has lately become a question of great importance, whe-
ther there is any limit to the obedience we owe to eivil
governments. Through the influence of distinguished
staresmen and the teaching of popular divines, many of
our people have been persuaded that they owe an unlimited
and indiseriminare obedience to the laws of the land; that
they may not refuse obedience to a particular law, how-
ever repngnant it iz to their moral sense, the Christian
religion, or the law of God. The ouly question they are to
ask ig, 15 it the law of the land? Was it enacted by the
regularly constitnted authorities?  If so, it must be obeyed
atall hazards. In determining one's duty, the inguiry is not
“to be entertained, whether the law conflicts with the princi-
ples of justice and humanity, the precepts of our religion,
and the divine law. If the government bas enacted if, we
have only to obey. That such a doctrine should be re-
ceived and acted upon by the descendants of the English
Puritans; that they should have so scon forgotten the dis-
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obedience of their fathers, for many long vears, to the Act
of Uniormity of Charles IL, and other penal laws, and the
fines, imprisonments, and persecutions they suffered for con-
seience’ sake, Is almost incredible. Tt can only be aceounted
for by the moral degeneracy of o portion of their ehildven,
under the conupting influences of naterial prosperity, and
the demoralizing tendeney of political organizations®

The question iz not whether an individual may foreibly
resizt the government, molest its olficers, and incite others to
civil war and bloodshed. Tt i3 not whether we ought not
to subupif to the lnw. IF wen can be found who are bad
enough to hold an office which makes it thelr business o

* T by any aet of logisladon by this confederated governtoent, we are
required to restore to them (the alaveheiders) that propesty (their sleves) to
which they have a logal right, Aesess winek v sy doudt the marality of that
adiaiva or of the daw wpons sohial & 40 founded, he dity of good vitizenship and
the claims of true patriotism wonld domend ohediance to the law” — Rev,
L. E. Lamuper, of Aubusn, N.V., cuoted in the Anaual Teport of the Ame-
vigan snd Foreign Antisavery Soristy f5v 1851,

Bhnlar sentiments hove been uteved by o lwge number of pro-slavery
olergymen A the North ; and somo of the @iscousses contnining them pab-
lished Iy Union Safery Cammittees, and olreulated gratuitously, in large
numbers, by members of Jongrass, under the franking privil ege. A gentle-
Tan writing from Waslhington, Aprii 11, 1851, eaye, * Yon may think some
of my reflections npon pro-slavery clergymien too harsh. Yo would i,
Biud you seen the ourt-londs of their arguments in favor of the Papitive Act,
and stavery generally, kepy for distribution (o this city, and new kept, whick
L have eeen.”  In this cosegory of clergymen, wo may nane Rev, Hobert
Davidson, D.D., of Kew Brumewick, X0 ; Hev, Tehubod S. Soeneer, I,
of Brooklys, X.Y.; Hew, Nothan 8, 8. Boman, DXL, of Troy, N.Y.; Eoy,
John M, Kretbe, DI, of New Yok vty Kov. dohm ©, Jord, DD, of
Butfilo, KUY, | Rev. Moaes Stuart, of Andover; Hev, Orvills Dewey, ILD.;
Rew, Willlam Crowell, of Watoeville, Me, s Liow, Thro Taylor, of New Haven;
Rev. Dr. Paker, of Philagelphin; Rev. Bishop Hepking, of Verment.

The following i3 an instance of the aume kind of preacking ot the Houth,
which is the universal Christianity of that region : —  The ¥ew Testument
decides, in the pleinest terme, that Christione mre bound to anqteieyee i and
support those laws and reyulations concerning slevery which sea enaeted by
the respeetive eivil governments wnder which thay live. , . . Let him (the
elergymany ut all times pronch wieonditionsd suBmision te olvil laws and
institutians. — Rev. Unzoaokn Crare, of New Orleans, Pro-slavery states-
men, jurists, and Yanevers, inouleats tho same sentimenta.
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execute a wicked law, and they will execute it, we must
and onght to submit, until it can be vepealed, or rendered a
dead ietter, by the foree of pablie sentiment,  The right of
a peaceful or bloody revolution is not the question, though
the larter is sanctioned by the general opinion and practive
of mankind, But il is simply whether a conscientions maun,
in the fear of God, may ealmly take the responsibility of
disobeying u wicked law, and bear the pennlty of his dis-
cbedience. To my understanding and meral sense, it is
plainly the duty of every Christian to toke this stand. It
is the conrse I have sineerely reeommended to you in refe-
rence to the recent law, requiring us to deliver a certain
deseription of our fellow-men, many of them disciples of onr
divine Master, into slavery ; forbidding ws, under pains and
penaltics, to aid and suceor them in their sore distress™ Tt
iz a course that has the sanction of the most eminent
examples mentioned in the Bible. It is confirmed by the
teachings of Jesus Christ and his apostles, and sealed by
their blood, which was shed by the eivil authorities, as the
penalty of their disobedience. It is commended to us by
“the noble army of martyrs,” who were eruelly tormented
and pat to death beeause of their disobedience o wicked
laws, It is enforecd by the glorious example of the English
Puritans and Dizsenters, whose children we ave, and ren-
derved illustrions by good men in every age. Tt iz main-
tained by legal authorities of the greatest eminence and
learning, and is only denied in this country by the political,
legal, and clerical demagogues that hoedwink and deceive
the people.

It is my purpose, in the present discourse, to give an his-
torieal gketeh of several illustrious muartyrdoms under the
Roman empire, in confismation of this doemine; to adduce
some eminent anthorities on the subject ; and to intersperse

¥ Hefercnes i here made to o DMecoume on the Fugitive Slave Law,
delivered some months bafore.,



