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SKETCH OF THE SABBATH REFURM,

Tue literature of the Sabbath in this country is singu-
larly meagre. No considerable treatise i= known to
have heen issued for a quarter of o century, The pres-
ent contribution elnims to be little more than u mono-
gram; still leaving to be supplied the disenssion of a vi-
tal gquestion in itz manifolid relations,

The Discourses in this volume, form o part of the se-
ries delivered before crowded assemblies in the winter
of E8G2, on the nyvitation of the New York Sabbath
Comumittee, by the Rev. Drs. Rice, Hague, Ganse,
Adame, Foster, Vinton, and Schaff, in the Fifth-Avenus
P'reshyteriam, Colleginte Heformed Duteh, Madison-
Square Presbyterian, Madison-Avenune DBaptist, St
George's Episeopal, and St Mark’s Lntheran ehurches,
The Sermon of the lRev. Dir, Foster, on the dbuser of
the Sabbath, was nnwritten, and his health did not per-
mit him to prepare it for the press. That of the Tiev,
e, Sewarr bag not yet been furnished for pulilication,

The Committee, under whose anspices these admira-
ble Sermons were delivered, have condunoted their re-
forms in & manner to have arrested the attention of re-
flecting men.  The April number of the American The-
ological Review contains an able article on ** The Pere
peduel Observace of the Sallath” by Professor Smyth,
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of Dowdoin College, Me,, in which expression is given
to the interest awnkened by this enterprise.  After
prhneing at the history of the New TVork Sablmth Come-
mittee’s labors, Tholl 5 adils

“Sach results are a sufficient proof of the wisdom
and enerey with which the efforts of the Commitice
have been condueted.  They shed licht alse upon the
trne method of prosecuting reformntory meaznres under
a free govermnent, The sncecess which in so large o
measnre has attended the enterprise to which we have
referved, 18 manilesily, in great part, e to the conee -
tions its autlors have entertained of the Christian theory
of reform, Frankly avowing their principles; and tenn-
eionsly adbering to them, they have =|'-'ni1h~+] theoreticnl
entanclements, ensaistry amd losomachy.,  Aimine al
feasible ends, they have made practical issnes,  No
gronnd las hoen taken from which they have been
foreed to retrent.  Every advance bas been a vietory,
Relying npon the power of troth, they have wasted no
time in erimination and reerimination,  Believing in the
instrumentalities divinely instituted, they have nsed them
quietly and perseveringly, without adding or working
auy neizy machinery. The eountey at lnrge has known
little of their labors,  Even in the city of New York,
few appreciated the importance and power of the move-
ment ontil the end was in many particadars gained. It
is refreshing to witness this practical faith in truth, and
in the efficiency of calm, quict, wanly, Christian action.”

A brief sketel of’ the methods and results of the first
five years of thiz Sabbath movement sy not be with-
out interest to the readers of this vohnne.

Thonghtfl men were alaried at the rapid drift to-
ward popular negleet or profunation of the sacred day.
The city had assumed the proportions of a great metrop-
olig, attracting vast numbers of Eoropean immigrants,
and outstripping the proportionate means of moral and
religions enlture,  Demoralizing influenees had fearfully
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multiplied, with no adequate connternction or restraint,
Publie sentiment had been corrnpted or perverted by a
vicions press and party intrigne.  The muchinery of gov-
erpment had lavgely passed into the control of the classes
contributing least to its support, and most interested in
staving the ndministration of justice. Taw had lost its
wonted supremaey, and our selfgoverning institutions
were [t losing their prestize and power. Material inter-
exts overshudowed and supplanted the moral and spivit-
wal. The Sabbath beeame in many qnarters, and wmong
large classes of the city, the gala-day of the godless; the
harvest-day of avarice; the high-day of vice and crime.
It seemed a hopeless nndertaking to resene it from even
the grossest almses of itz eivil righta

But there were these who had salliciently studied the
history and rvelations of the Sabbath to cherish and aet
on the convietion, that itz loss would involve not only
irreparable ininry to all moral amd religions interests,
bmt the inevitable sacrifice of onr eivil and social insti-
tutions,  They had, indead, to face the diseonragements
just alluded to, and the further ciremmstance that the
repeated efforts to avert this and kindred evils, spas-
modie and ill-judged as mony of them were, had failed
of their objeet, and only agpravated the disease they
were meant to cure, This faet, however, rightly con-
rulered, wos suited to nspire caution, energy and praver.
After years of reflection and cousultation, a meeting of
leading Christian citizens was convened, April 1, 18573
the suliject was disenssed; and a % CoMMITTER 10 pro-
mote the hetter observance of the Babbath™ was ap-
pointed, consisting of abiont twenty members, connected
with eight different Christian denominations.



