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I
INTRODUCTION

TrERE was a time, just beyond the mem-
ory of men now living, when the Child was
born in literature. At the same period
books for children began to be written.
There were children, indeed, in literature
before Wordsworth created Alice Tell and
Ly Gray, or breathed the lines beginning,

* Sbe wan a phantom of deliglt,”

and there were Looks for the young before
Mr. Day wrote Sandford and Merton;
especially is it fo be noted that Goldsmith,
who was an crant-conrier of Wordsworth,
had a very delightful perception of the
child, and amused himself with him in the
Vicar of Wakefield, while he or his double
entertained his little friends in resl Tife with
the Renowned History of Goody Two Shoes,



