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OF
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BOOK THIRTEENTH—coXTiNUED.
LETTER XL

[A. U.TI0]

ASINIUS POLLIO® TO CICERD.

You must not wonder that you bave beard no-
thing from me, in relation o public affairs, since

* Asinins Pollio was, in every respect, one of the most ac-
complished persons among his contemporaries. His exten-
tive genion was equal to all the sobler braoches of peolite 1i-
teraigre, and be gave the mont applaoded proofs of his ta-
lents as a poel, an orator, and an historian, He upited the
mont liwely and pleasing vein of wit aod plessaniry, whth all
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the breaking out of the war, Our couriers have al-
ways found it difficult to pass uamolested through
the forest of Castulo;® but it is now more than
ever infested with robbers. These banditti, how-
ever, are by o means the principal obstruction to
our intercourse with Rome, as the mails are perpe-
tually searched and detained by the soldiers that

are posted for that purpose, by both parties, in every
quarter of the country. Accordingly, if I had not
received letters by a ship, which lately arrived in
this river,+ 1 should have been utterly ignorant of

that sirength and solidlty of umderstanding which i peces-
mary to render & man of welight in the more serious and im-
portant occasions of Tife) o wllufion 10 which uncommon
amemblage of qualities, 11 was sald of him, that b= was & mas
pasnium Aorarum. It in to be regretied, that & character so
truly brilliant oo the intellectunl side, should shine with lesa
lustre 1o o mworel view. It i evident, however, from the pre-
sent eplatle, that, in taking part with Cosar agnist Fom-
pey, private conslderations were of more force with him
than poblic utility, and determioed bio to support & cause
which his heart condemned, This letler was writien from
the fariher Spain of which province, Cresar, & short time
befors hin death, had appoioted Pollio governor.

®* A elty ancieotty of grest note ; at present it is only &
smali village, calted Oweorfa, lo the provisce of New Castile,
in Bpaln,

+ The Qumadalquiver, upon which the city of Corduba,
from whence this letier s dated, wul!&huntad.
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what bas been transacted in your part of the world.
But now that a communication by sea is thus opehn-
ed between us, I shall frequently, and with great
pleasure, embrace the cpportusity of corresponding
with you.

Believe me, there is oo danger of my being in-
feenced by the persuasions of the person you men-
tion, ® As much as the world abhors him, he is far
from being detested to that degree which I know
he deserves; and I have so strong an aversion to
the man, that I would wpon no consideration bear
a part in any measures wherein he is concerned.
Inclined both by my temper and my studies to be
the friend of tranquillity and freedom, I frequently
and bitterly lamented cor late unhappy civil wars.
Bat as the formidable enemies which I had among
both parties, rendered it altogether unsafe for me
to remain neuter, 8o 1 would not take up arms on
that side where 1 knew 1 should be perpetoally ex-

* Antony, as Manotins conjectures, thoogh fome of the
commentators, with greater probabflity, suppose thati he
means Lepidos.—Fid, Epist. Fomil, z. 11. & 15,

+ Nothing could be more insincere, H shoold seem, than
these professiom, as It is probable that Follio was at this
time determined to join Antony. It is certaln, at least, that
he did 5o soon afterwards, and carrled with him the troope
under his command.— Patercsl, i, 63,
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posed to the insidious arls of my capital adversary.®
But though my inclinations were not with the
party I joined, my spitit, however, would not suffer
me to stand undiminguished among them ; in con-
- sequence of which, I was forward to engage in all
the dangers of the cause I had espoused. With re-
spect to Cessar himself, I will confess, that I loved
bim with the highest and most inviolable affection ;
and, indeed, I had reason. - For notwithstandiog his
acquaintance with me commenced 8o late as when
he was in the height of his power, yet he admitted
me into the same share of his friendship, as if I had
been in the number of these with whom be bad li-
ved in the Jongest intimaey. Nevertheless, as often
as | was at liberty to follow my own eentiments, 1
endeavoured that my conduct should be such as
every hopest man mast approve; and whenever I
was obliged to execute the orders I received, it was
in @ manner that evidently discovered how much '
my actions were at variance with my heart. The
unjust odium, however, that I incurred by these un-
avoidable compliznces, might well teach me the
true value of Liberty, and bow wretched a condition

% The person hinted et in perbaps Catoy as Pollis had
early distinguisbed his enmity towards that most illestrione
of Homans, by a poblic impeachmest. Fid, Pial g2 Cms.
Corrupt, Elaguent. 34,



