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THE SECRETARY.

ACT 1.

BCENE I.—Loro Byeroaue's Study.— W ILTON seated
at @ tabls in the act of writing.—Several foldsd letiers

before kim, other fetters lying open, papers, &c.

il —Tuar memory should feed itaelf! wax stronger
In its impression, withont ageney
Of that which wrought it; till the simulation—
For ¢'en 8o mueh it is—grows palpable
As the original—holds commune with
Our ears snd eyes, yet all’s within ourself |
At first her image was a dreamy thing
That came and went, and might, for aught 1 deem’d,
Have gone for ever—now "tis ever with me !
Substantial presence ! steadfast constancy !
I write, I read, I talk, and breaking off
In listless absence, to mysell return
In company with her! 8he is my theme
That superaedes all others! Why is this {
What do 1 nourish? Hope in spite of hopa!
Madnes of wishes—never to be bleag'd |
Her groom is not beneath her more than I,
The secretary of a haoghty lord ]
His clerk '—that in his counsels Lolds no share
More than his pen!  What better should T be,
A man who claims no core of kith or kin
In the wide world! 1 had @ friend—a good
And gracions one—whe foster'd me, to play
A higher part, Compell'd by urgent canse '
YoL. IV, H



