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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

In the new edition of this German Grammar,
which has almost become a new book, it has been
the Author’s aim, in order fully to actup to the
intentions of Dr. Becker with regard to the compe-
sition of grammars for foreign langudges, to discard
everything that appertains to general or philosophical
grammar, that is to say, to the principles common
to all languages, such as the explanation of the
nature of the verbs, substantives, cases, tenses, moods,
&e. which the learner must be supposed to be already
acquainted with through the grammatical instructions
in his native tongue; still, wherever the knowledge
of the student, in this respect, should prove deficient,
the teacher of the foreign language can easily supply
such wants incidentally and verbally.* 'The learner

* Those who wish to become aequeinted with Dr, Becker's system

as applhed to the English language are referred to J. A Jomed's
“ Erements oF Gramwan,' according fo v, Becker's sysiem,
Zisplayed by #he siruciure of the Englieh fongue; and to the
Priwany IwsTRUcTON 18 EworisE Gmasmmar, syefemafically
developed according {0 modern views, by the same author. (Long-
mun, Brown, Green, apd Loogmans, Paternoster Row. London,
1848.)

Omne of the most urgent wants in regard to the stody of lanpuages
groerally is felt to be the adoption of principles which ean be wni-
formly applisd to the grammars of all lsngusges. And in this respect
we have abaclutely wotbipg evea approaching in soundness to the
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will thus not only see his progress in no manner
impeded by much irrelevant matter, but have the
peculigr forms of the German language, wherever
they differ from those of the English, brought more
prominently and clearly before him; in a word, he
will at once perceive the idiomatic differences between
the two languages, and therefore appropriate them to
himself much more readily and permanently than

views wpon which Dr, Berker's grammatical system is founded.
Bearing npon this observation, we shall quote the followlng passages
from the preface to Becker's * Auwgdrliche GFrommatik der
Dewizchan Sprache,’ viz,: " The swther's experience has convisood
“ him of the great adventsges to be derived from the application of
' these new principles to instraction in anckent and modern languages,
""and it & = very propitious sign that this view has been already
" extended by others to the grnmmars of both the Latin and Gresk
“ languages, snd that particularly one grammar of the Greek lun-
* guage, to which the modern system was applied with perfect succeas,
"has met with merited approbation. It i easily seen that the
“ gdvantages for the study of languages will be incaleulable, not omly
“4 yith respect o the coef of fime and labowr, but also in reference to
“ intellectul development (particularly to be mimed at by the study
" of language), if one grammar, different in matter, but in regard to
* form and conception ons and the same with that of the mother-
" tongue, be used as the grammer of all other lsngumges, and that the
“ pupil be no longer compelled to learn one grammar after the
i other, or even seversl at omce, which in form and conception are
* totally different from, or, in part, even opposed to each other,
' and sonsequently eannot fail to confuse the mind.”—The ** Greek
Grammar” above alluded to by Dr. Becker, i, " Kikner's swyf.
Grammatik der GriechircAen Sprache” sdapied to the English
student by the Rep. Dr. W, E, Jelf, (J. H. Parker, Oxford.}
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could be expected if the usual method had been
adhered to. The various rules have been given in
the most simple and precise terms, divesting them of
all matter having no direct bearing upon the rules
in question, without, however, impairing their com-
pleteness in any one point. And in this last very
essential requisite, the writer may be permitted to
mention that the system of Dr. Becker, at all events
as far as the German language i concerned, stands
preé¢minent, In proofof the solidity of its principles,
may be cited their adoption by the most distinguished
philologists, but especially their sanction by that
great anthority, the celebrated W. ». Humboldt, and
consequently their general introduetion into schools
and colleges throughout Germany. In other
countries, also, these modern principles are, gradually,
it is true, but surely supplanting those numberless -
ephemeral methods of teaching languages, devoid of
all science, which, for so long a time, have contributed
to perpetuate an all but hopeless superficiality. The
theoretical part of the new edition of this grammar
has been once more thoroughly sifted after a careful
perusal of all the latest editions of Dr. Becker's
works, a8 well as those of other eminent German
linguists. Many important doctrines, for instance,
the declension of substantives, and the order of words
in the sentence (L e. comstruetion) which hitherto
have baffled all attempts at artificial arrangements,
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have been reduced to their utmost natural simplicity,
8o that even a child could master them in a very few
lessons., The difficulties of arranging the German
declensions were even thought to be so insuperable,
that in most grammars the student is referred to the
dictionaries to discover the declension of substantives :
hence we also find in nearly all German Dictionaries,
the genit. sing. and the nom. plar. of the substantives
given. But is the student, whenever he is puzzled
about the declension of a substantive, always to have
recourse to his dictionary first ? The chief difficulties
of German construction are overcome by one simple
comprehensive rule (see p. 100 A of the grammar).
The developement of these two last-mentioned sub-
jects of German grammar is, besides, altogether
original, not having been attempted yet in any other
German grammar published either here or on the
continent. A very great improvement in the con-
jugation of the verbs has been effected by the sub-
stitution of a few regular classes of stroag verbs for
the long and tedious list of irregulars to be met with
in all grammars adbering to the older views, and
which always proved to be such a heavy load on
the student’s memory. -As it is essential in the con-
jugstion of the German verbs, that the learner should
speedily become acquainted with the imperfects and
past participles, the author has prefixed to each
clase an example with the imperfect and participle



