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INTRODUCTION

Long must the memory of the seventy-fifth anni-
versary of the North Adams Congregational Church linger
as an inspiring influence in the hearts of all who pariici-
pated in it.

Careful preparations had been made for the celebration
of the anniversary. A eommittee had been appointed over
two vears before to gather matesials for a history of the
church, As the time of the anniversary drew near special
committees were appointed to look after detatls and they
did this work most faithfully,  The weather was ideal
thronghout the anniversary week. The Berkshires were
clad in their freshest and most heantiful garb as if to wel-
come our returning friends. Every living pastor of the
church was present.  From widely different sections former
members of oir church family returped. The davs were
crowned with the happiness which contes from the renewal
of old ties of friendship and affection.

The feeling of the community and of the denomination
at largre can be best appreciated in the light of the [ollow-
ing extracts from the local and denominational press,which
the anniversary committee request me to insert in this in-
troduction: The North Adams Dadly Transcript of Sat-
urday, May 1o, said editorialiv:

“The event will be one to commanid attention not only
of the religions world, but of every denomination and those

of no denomination in North Adams. The history of the
city has been closely associated with that of the religious
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spcleties which have grown up with it, and the city cannot
afford to underestimate tlie influence thus exerted.

“Iuch will be said during the celebration of the ability
and fame of those who have heen at the hiead of the chinreh,
of the pastors whe, both here and in the churches towhich
they have gone from here, have taken high rank in the re-
ligious life and thought of the country. Bot most of all
there should he remembered at this jubilee time those who,
sitting in the pews on Sunday, have takea part in the bosi-
ness life of the community on the other days of the week.
Ior it is the influence of the chureh on the daily life of the
community that makes the anniversaty an event to be heed-
ed by North Adans as a whole,

“Few comnanities have been built up uore exclusively
by men who were devoting a part of their attention to the
chinreh as well as to other interests than North Adams, At
the present time to a large extent those who are prominent
in the comumunity life are prominent also in church work.
It is this which gives the eveut so much inore than a de-
nomiinational significance, and makes it in the broadest
sense a community affair.”

An editorial in Fe Evcning Heralid for May 12 nsed
these words:

“The anniversary celebration of the Congregational
church is of interest and lmportance to the entire comnu-
nity.

“If there is one thing that strikesa stranges who comes
to this eity more forcibly than another it is the exastence of
a concord and co-operation ameng the varions chureh de-
nominations, sueh as is seen hardly anvwhere else in New
England.

“If we are not mistaken, this is largely due to Gladden,
to Munger to Coyleand to Teuney, 11 this friendly feeling
conttinnes to rrow as it has in the past, in 73 years iore all
denominations, Cathiolie and Protestant, will be nnited.

“Another thonght that striles us forcibly in a hurried
elance at this diamond jubilee ix that whilst in itsell that
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period compared to the breadth of time itself is like a grain
of sand on the seashore, vet it comprehends a wmost momen-
tous epoch in history., When this Congregational church was
establislied, communication between towns was by means
of common dirt roads.  Seveuty-five years ago was a time
of unhyvgienic dwellings ; of bungling surrery and unalle-
viated pain; of huwman slavery; of toothless old age; of nn-
lighted towns; of ox-wagon teams and stages; of tallow
dips. Magazines, books, carpets, curtains, pictures, pas,
coal and bathing appliances were luxuries. The wonders
of electricity were unkunown, In most respects there had
been little advance over the centuries and centuries pre-
ceding, Thus the 75 years which the chureh has existed
have been the mest momentous of any similar length of
time in the world's history,

*Another thouglit that perhaps may be appropriate to
thie occasion is the fact that the chureh has not always had
smooth sailing. [t has seen its troubles, its hardships and
its extremities. Aud in the case of jnstitutions, like that
of individuals, these develop character. The ehureh or the
persont who hias alwavs had material prosperity kuows very
little about life and is searcely fit for its duties and respon-
sibilities,

“And one more thought. Few cities indeed have had
the rare advantage of having both & Munger and a Gladden
in their midst. Sounte have had the one, and great cities of
course have many preachers of the highest eloquence, but
none can boast of having two suck gifted men. Their en-
lightened knowledge and teaching and their progressive
thonght have made its impress npon the entire city and no
one can fail to observe it.  Moreover the present pastor is
a man of the same pattern as were the others. Tt is a re-
cord that has hardly a parallel.

“One more thought and the last. This auniversary
celebration is another proof of the triath of the remark that
the good men do lives after them and isnot always interred
with their bones as Mark Autony said. The portraits on the
walls of the church and the tender allnsions to former
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church workers are the best evidences of the vaiue of a well
spent life, These honored names leit something better and
niore lasting than wealth and it s gratifving to know that
their work has not been forgotten.

“North Adams ought 1o be proud of the Congregational
churel ; proud of its bistory, of its fzith; prond of its work
under difficulties ; and prond of the men it has had as pas-
tors, no less than of its broad and scholarly present pastor,
whose heart beats for humanity, Rev, Mr. Tenney.”

The Congregationalist for May 26 printed a picture of
the four living pastors upon its cover and under the title
“A Notable Church and Pastoral Succession' said :

“When a church has builded itself into the life of a
community to the extent that is trne of the Congregational
church in North Adams, Mass,, its dizmond jubilee becomes
an occasion from which all the churchies of our order may
draw wholesome lessons. Elsewhere we report it more ful-
lv, and on our cover page we place a picture, taken last
week, of all the living ministers wha have stood in pastoral
relations to the church. Ay church might be expected to
prosper which has had in succession as its leaders Wash-
ington Gladden, Lewellyn Pratt, Theodore T, 3[unger, the
lamented and brilliant Johun Patterson Covle and William
L. Tenuey. Differing widely in their personal characteris-
ties, these men were one in thelr laree conception of the
funetion of a ehurch,  Asa resule the North Adams church
lias exerted a continuous and powerful infuence upon the
city, ‘The hospital, the library and the rare spirit of Chris-
tian fraternity among all denominations are due in no small
part to the breadth of the faith and the constaney of minis-
trv to human need which this chureh has always illustrat-
ed. It is not a case where ministers alone have made the
church strong and nseful. It bas heen blessed with good
timber in the pews in such men as Judge Robinson, Colonel
Bracewell and Ileacom Perry. The North Adams church
stands today as a convizeing proct of the possibility of vok-
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ing liberal theological opinions with warm spiritual life
and intense zeal for the world’s salvation.”

Not alone will this anniversary valume he a visible
memorial of this most important event in the history of
the elimrch, The children of Dr. Yeomans, Dr. Russell,
Dr. Crawford, and Rev. M1 Paine have presented their
fathers' pictures to the church and the pictures of the re-
maining pastors will soon hang tupon the walls of the chapel
as a token of the love of those to whom they ministered,

A beautiful memorial window to Dr. Yeomans, illus-
trating his favorite text, “Behold the Lamb of God," has
been generously given by his one surviving childs
AMrs. Louisa Yeomans Bovd of Harrishurg, Peun., whose
gracions presence at the anniversary was such a source
of happiness to those who revered the memory of her
father.

Mz, John Parkhill of Fitehburg, as a token of his ap-
preciation of his visit to liis old church, has presented the
chureh with an individual connnunion service.

But with all these ahiding tokens of the chastened
jovs of anniversary week, let uspray that the strenger
faith and completer service of the church which is to be,
mav be the most endnring memorial of the heroic faith
and Christ-like deeds of the men and women whose lives
have been made so real to us by means of onr Diamond
Jubilee,

May the record which this volume contains awaken in
out children not only a righteous pride in the church of
their fathers but also courage to battle for the church of
their children.

WILLIAM LAWRENCE TENXEY.

The Parsonage, North Adams, Mass.

November 20, 1go2.



