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PREFACE.

A Rzavar which i true to ita name shoald ba composed of sach
axeroises 6 are best adapted to its apecific purpose. In the ablempt
to make it at tho game time s Reader and a didactie or seientifia
manual, neither ohject is likely to be gained. This is the testimony
of our most experienced toachers; and, under & conviotion of ita
truth, it has been my aim in this collection to present, for the moet
part, such pieces ma oonvay, in & conerets and attractive form, some
salutary moral, or aze fitted to inwpive that affection for the beautiful
in nature, which is s elevating In jts iofluence, and which eannot be
oultivated too early in life.

It has also besn my endeavor to rewoncils simplisity with sound
literary taste and an accurste style, Too meny writers for the
young, in etriving to be simpls, have been wnerely fawble or insipid ;
and leb it not be supposed that thelr mistake s not detected by the
class to whom they address therselves, Could they hear some of the
comments of their juvenile critics, they would oot so undervaloe the
discernment of the young.

The system of rferences, which haa been 8o moch approved in the
outhor's Pourth and Tifth Readers, has been Introduced into this oo
& scale sufficiently comprchensive to disect the attention both of
pupil and teachar to besstting funlts in elocution, and to lead to a
habit of referring 6o a dicticnary for words, the meaning or pronun-
cistion of which may not be known with certainty. :

The introdoctory exercises on the elaomentary vowsl sounds will ba
found wousally complete, and, in praction, very offescions in mup-
Plying the pupil with & good stook of formulas in proounciation, and
initiating him into acourate habits of articulation. To render thess
exercisos mbre convenient for reforenca, the representative words have
been arranged in alphabetionl order, so that the pupil can at onoe
satiafy Irimeelf whether 8 word, the vowal or comsonant sound of
which he would verify, ivin the list. The marks of refereace in the
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reading lewons mpereada the neotesity of any further examples undar
the elamentary sounds than are given in the selectsd words them.
salves : but, should it be thought desirabls, examples may be sasily
multiplisd on the black-board or slute, socording to the saggestions
offered on page 47 of the Slandard Fourth Reader,

A list of the ecmsonant combinations of the Eoglish langoege is
given ; end as the seme consonent letters (with s fow exceptions)
always represent the same sounds, it has bean deemed unnecossary to
cumber the page with ropetitions of example. A gingle azample
perfectly snunciated is cbrionaly sufficient. The auathor is persusdad
that the exeroises in this volume, on the slamentary vowal sounds and
consonunt combinations, present, in & compect form, all that is
essantial to practioe, in the sttainment of & good arficulation.

Queations oo the reading exercises have beon dispensed with, for the
simple reason that every intelligent teacher can propese them fir
better, bacanse moze apily, himeelf, The opportunities for them are
e numerons, and se readily suggosted, that, what with applying the
interrogativa system to the words of the text, the grammatical sanse,
the subjeat-matter and the impliad moral, the questions might be mal-
tiplied indefinitely, and made to cosupy mors space than the lessons
themselves, Here, o in other casen, it in & good rols to do one thing
ata fims; t0 maks the rading lesson B reading lesson simply, and
reserva for other departments of instruction sneh gqoestions se may
not beatrictly relavant to the one object of teaching to read.

In conclusion, the author would express his acknowledgments to
thoss tenshars who have wided him by their connsel and encoursge-
ment. His thanks ars sleo dus to his ever-esteemed friend, Wash-
ington Irving, for an unpublished extract from his Life of Washing-
ton, now in the press of Mest, Potoam & Co.
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