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INTRODTCTION.

"I'his little work lias been written, in conse-
quence of its anthor's having had many occa-
sions to observe the wmanner in which prinel-
ples that are of the last importance to the
happiness of the conpmmmity, are getting 1o be
confounded in the popular nnnd.  Notons
that are impracticable, and which if perse-
vered in, cannot fatl to produce disorzaniza-
tion, if not revolution, are widely prevalent,
and while many seemt disposed 0 complain,
few show a disposition o correct them.  In
those instauces in which efforts are made to
resist or to advance the Innovations of the
tmes, the writers take the extremes of the
disputed peints, the one side looking as far
behind it, over ground that can never be re-
trod, as the other looks ahead, in theidle hope
of substituting a fanecied perfection for the ills
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of life.  Tr is the intention of this book to
make & commencement towards 1 more  just
discrimination between trath and prejodice.
With what snceess the task has been accom-
plishied, the honest reader will judee for him-
salf,

The Americans are ohnoaions to the
charze of tolerating gross personalities, a state
of things that cacourazes bodies of men n
their errors while it oppresses individuals, and
which never predoced good of any sort, at
the very the they are nationaly nalde on
the subject of connmon Gilings.  Tlas s re-
versing the case i 1 exists inoost ecrvilized
conttries, where personalities caene disoosr,
and society s deewed fur gwone, Tlas weak-
ness i the Ameriean charscter might easily
be aceounted for, but, the olipect being rather
to et than o explain, the hody of the
work is refereed to for examples,

Power always has most to apprehend frons
its own illnsions.  Monarchs bave incurred
more hazards frony the follies of their own



INTRODUCTION, I3

that have grown up under the adulation of
parasites, than from the wachinations of their
encmies ; ul, 10 oa democracy, the delusion
that would elsewhere be poured wto the cars
of the prieee, 13 pourcd ito those of the peo-
oo Treis hoped thae this work, while free
from the spirit of partizanship, will be thought
to hix exempt feome this Haputation,

"The writer believes hunselt to he as oood
A democrat as there is in Aweriea,  Bag
his democracy is not ol the mpracticable
schoal,  Te prefers a democracy ta any other
systein, on acconnt of its comparatve advan-
tazes, andd pob o aceount of s perfection.
e konows it has evils : geeat ol tnereasing
evils, andl evils peenliar to itseli'; Dat Le he-
leves that wonarchy and arstocracy have
more, It will be very apparcot o all who
reand thias book, that Leas not a belever in the
seheme ol ralsing men very G above their
natnral propensitics,

A long absence from home, has, inoa cer-
tain Elﬂgny.‘!, It the writer in the sugation of
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a foreigner in his own conntry ; a situation
probably much betrer for noting pecnliarities,
than that of oue who never leftit. Twao
things havestruck himpainfully on his return
a disposition in the majority fo carry ont the
opinions of the systein to exieemes, and a dis-
postiion in the minority to abandon all 1o the
current of the day, with the hope that ths
enrrent will lead, in the end, to radical changes.
Fifteen years since, 1]l complaints azainst the
instimtions were virmally silenced, whereas
aow it is rare to hear them praised, exeept
by (hemass, or by thosa who wish to profithy
the favors of the mass.

In the wmidst of these conflicting opinions,
the voice of spaple, honest, and whart, in a
country like this, ought to be fearless, truth,
is nearly smothered ; the one party cffecting
its ends by fulsomne, false and meretricions
euloginms, in which it does notisell helieve,
and the other giving utterance 10 its dis-
content in useless and nnmanly complaints.
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It nas been the aim of the writer to avold both
these crrors also.

No attempt has been made to wnie very
profonud treatises on any of the subjects of
this little ook,  T'he linits and olwects of the
work torhade it: the intention being cather
ro present to the reader those opimons thar
are snited to the acmal condition of the
country, than to dwell on principles more
seneral. A work of the size of this might
he written on the subject of * Instruction”
alone, bur it has been the intention to present
reasons and facts to the reader, that are pe-
enlinrly Ameriecan, rather than to exhaust the
subijeris.

Hlad a suitable componnd offered, the tirle
of this book wounld have Leen somerhing like
“ Anti-Cant,” for such a term expresses the
itention of the writer, better, perhaps, than
the one he bas actually chosen,  The work
s written more in the spirit of censure than
of praise, for s almis correcton ; and virtnes
bring their own reward, wlile errors are dan-
Ferous.



