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PREFACE.

Tur influence which the Rovar, SocrzTy or LoNpox
has exeried during the last two bundred years upon
_ seience and art, and consequently in & great measure
upon the prosperity of this country, must render au-
thentic details respecting its history of much general
interest. Tn the following sketch a few important
points are brought into notice, indicative mther of its
fortumes and prospects than of its proceedingz, for these
involve much of the history of nearly every department
of science. 5 '
By connecting the life of S1m Josern Bawxs with
the Rovar Scorery hittle more is done than to con-
tinue the history of that distinguished body. During
the long period of forty-one years he was its president,
mddwcrﬁmmhuflﬁathmm&mmhﬂnpm—
motion of its interests and those of scienee generally.
In collecting materials for a notice of the life of
this eminent individual & large number of trustworthy
authorities have been comsulted ; and many passages
have been selected from the beautiful and eloguent
Eroee pronounced on him by the Bamox Cuvise,
which, it is believed, has not hitherto been translated
into our language. We are not permitted to doubt the
Jjustice and sincerity of praise from such a source, but .
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would rather admire the generous gratitude which dic-
tated it.

In continuing a motice of the Roysl Society after
the death of Sir Joseph Banks, it was thought that
greater interest would be imparted by using, as far as
possible, the language of the distinguished persons who
addressed the socisty on its own affairs. Several pas-
sages have therefore been selected from the published *
Discourses of the presidents, and from the Reports of
Committees appointed by the Soclety for special pur-
poses.

A brief notice of the various scientific societies now
existing, and which may be said to have originated in
or sprung from the Royal Society, may not be thought
an inappropriate conclusion to this little work.

- The works of Wallis, Sprat, Birch, Thomson, and
other writers on the Royal Society, are the anthorities
for many of the following details, when others are not
indicated.
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