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TO THE
MEMBERS OF THE CONFRATERNITY OF 8T, PATEICK
ESTABLISHED
AT THE LONDON ORATORY,

WHQ,
WITH THE CHEILDREN OF THE SAINT
IN MANY LANDS,
ARE
THE ENDURING WITNESSES
oF
THE FAITH

WHICH SERTH HIM WHQ iy INVISIBLE.
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ON THE AUTHORITY

OF THE

TRADITIONAL HISTORY OF ST. PATRICK.

———

TeE orginal idea of this short eketch of St.
Patrick’s life was purely devotional; but it has
been thought worth while at starting to give some
account of the sources from which his history is
derived, and of the evidence in support of its authen-
ticity ; for it is well known that the Saint's life has
been exposed to such continued assault and ridicule,
that even amongst Catholics the idea is prevalent
that little evidence of a character to satisfy his-
torical erities can be brought forward in its des
fence ; whereas, it is only necessary to lay before
our readers the real state of the case to convinee
them that St. Patrick’s history is supported by the
very strongest cotemporary evidence,

The hostility of Protestant writers to the tra-
ditional St. Patrick is plainly to be attributed to

the necessities of their position: the Founder of
F



