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INTRODUCTION.

A8 to the date at which Hemy the Eighth was written Thte of tho
wa have no evidence whatever. Even as to the date
when it was first acted therc ia no certain proof;
while if that more generally accepted could be settled
beyvond doubt, it wonld still remain a question whether
the play was then &8 new ocoe. All that we krew is
that a play which seeme to have boen the one we now
bave under the title of Henry the Eighth was produced
at the Globe Theatre on the 29¢h of June, 1613, and
that the theatre waz on that occasion accidentally burnt
to the ground. Of this event we have three scepunts
written within a few days of its oceurrenes. Thus, in
the Hatleian Manuacripts, 8 latter from Thomus Lorkin
to Bir Thomes Puckering, dated ‘this last day of
Jupe, 1613," relates that “ No longer since than yeo-
terday, while Bourbage his companie were acting at
the Globe the play of Henry viii, and thers shooting
of certayne chambers in way of triumph, the firp
cateh'd,” ete. Bir H. Wotton, writing on the 6th of
July of “a new play called 48 Tz True, representing
some principal pieces of the reign of Henry viiith,”
similarly ascribes the accident to “certain canpons

shot off at the King's entry to & maaque at the Car-
vii
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dinal Wolsey's housa”; and John Chamberlain, in a
letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, dated Joly 12th, describes
| “the burning of the Globe, or playhouse, on the Bank-
gide, on 5t. Peter's day, which fell out by a peale of
chambers, that I know not on what occesion were to
be used in the play.” Further, Howes, the continuator
| of Btowe's * Annales,” writing two years later, records
that the fire took plaee, *the house being filled with
| people, to behold the play, viz., of Henry the B
From thess various accounts, and from the fact that,
in & FIIL i 4, we have the atage direction, * Cham-
bers [{e small cannon] discharged,” it may be taken
as pretty wel established that the play then represented
| was our Henry the Fighth, and that it originally bad a
\ second title, viz, A1 Jz True,
Ditsputed ~ If there are doubts sa to the date of the play, these
sbomtipof ore of miner importance when comparsd with the
question of ite suthorship. Dwoubte on this point are of
long standing. Johnsom observed that the genius of.
Shakespears comes in and poes omt with Katharine ;
“Toleridge, recognizing the straugendss of its struetore,
spokes of the play as & aort of historical masgue ; Ulriei
regarded it as meent only for a firet part, to he fol-
lowed hy a second part, in which what was incomplete
would be made complets; Roderick, in Edwards" Canons
of Chriticiems drew attention to the wetre of the play as
being different from anything to be elzewhere foond
in Shakespeare’s undoubted work. But the firet person
thoronghly to investigate the matter was Mr. Spedding,
who in s paper entitled “Who Wrote Bhakapere’s
Henry VIIL?” published in The Fentlemon's Magozine
for August, 1850, arrived at the concluosion that two,
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if not three, hands are to be found in the play, more
than half of which he assigned to Fletcher. This eon-
clusion is based upon two considerations: (1) the
incoherence of the general design of the play; (2)
metrical peculiarities. Having glanced at the latter,
My, Spedding writas..“1,shall have something further
to say on these pointe presently. I mention them
here only to show that critical obeervers have heon
long comscious of certain singularitiesin this play which
raquire to be accomntied For, A,nﬂ ]emring tha erities,
of each resder, and ask him whether he has not alweys
felt that, in spite of some great scenca which have
madﬂ_mtm:a and actresses famous, and many beantiful
apeeches which adorn oar baoks of extracts fand which,
by the way, lose little or nothing hy separation from
their context, a most rave thing im Shakspere}, the
effect of this play a¢ ¢ whole 15 weak and disappointing.
The troth is, that the interest, instead of rising towards

the end, falls away utterly, and leaves us in the last
act among persons whom we searcely konow, and eventa
for which #e do nat care, 1The strongest sympathies
that have besn awakened in us run oppoeite to the
course of the action. Cur sympathy is for the grief
snd goodness of Queen Katharine, while the conme
of the action requires us to entertain as a theme of
jo¥ and eompensatory aatisfaction the coronation of
Anne Bullen and the hirth of her daughter; which
are, in fact, a part of Katharines injury, and amount
to little less than the ultimate triomph of wrong
For throughout the play the king's canse is not ouly
felt by us, but represented to us, a5 a bad one. Wa




