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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

ACCOMPANYING PAMFHLET ON FOREST PROTECTION.

The compiler of this Pamphlet hag been advised of excellent arti-
cles having appesred in other papers, bot those inserted therein, were
all that came ander his own ohservation, or of which he eonld immed:-
ately obtain copies, Hae had aleo in hia possession, most valuable arti-
eles written by gentlemen whe have devoted time and labor, in call-
ing the attention of the publie, to this, the mest important economic
question of the day—one, before which all others sink inte insignifi-
canea in comparison ; for nothing can be more true, than the remarks
of “The Qlasgow (Scotland) Herald ® when reviewing an article on
the subject in 1878, which saya : “ The knowledge wa have gained of
a dearth of cotton may help us to appreciate © the terriblensus of the
calamity that would be experienced from a dearth of timber’ in Can-
ads and the 8tates. In point of fact, both Canade and the States are
busy sawing from under them the high-reaching, fortune-making
braoch, on which, like conquerors, they are now sitting and overlook-
ing the world.”

‘When. we consider the importance that an abundance of the most
valnsble timbher has had on the past welfare of the conntry, and come
to realise what “a dearth of timber™ means, all will readily see that
the foregoing is by no means sn overdrawn statement. If we aleo con-
gider the fact, that every human being in this country, must have
timber in some form or another for his protection or comfort—that
our ghelter is of fimber, the floors we walk on, the chairs we sit on,
the tables we eat from, the conveyances we use ; even our cradles and
coffina are of wood ; we can readily see that in one form or another
we muet have timber.

The great ingenuity of “the everlasting Yankee " has not even yet
touched the subject. Notwithstanding the fences of wire, the use
of iron in building, the terra cotia and straw-lumber, still the
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consumption of our old friend wooden lomber incressed nearly
fifty per cent. in the ten years from 1870 to 1880, the former being
12.755.543.000, and the latter 18,091,368,000 feet, and thoogh it
has always been c¢laimed that iron and lumber keep together, cheap
lumber accompanying cheap iron, we now find iron eo low that
producers claim they are at the lowest rung of the ladder, while
lomber has advanced in thres years fully 50 per cent., with every
prospect of still further increase; and yet we, in the north, are
informed that we are within elght years of the time when our sup-
plies of white ping and spruce, which are our great stock of thia
indirpensible materin], mnst cegne; and this is not the statement of
interested parties, which might be open to suepicion, but of those
speoially employed by the government of the conntry to ascertain the
true oondition of the foresta,

It will no doubt be said, “ what of this, there are atill vast forests
in the south to be drawn upon?” This may be a matter of great
value to the south, but to the people of the porth, whe new make
and use five-sixths of the sawed lumber produced, it is a matter
of the most serioms importanoe. The valoe of the lnmber now pro-
duced in the north excesds $200,000,000 & year as it fails from the
saw—that it is all wanted there can be no better evidence than the
fact that demand and price are both increasing—and to replace it
would cost from two to three times this sum, even if the same lnmber
goold be obtained elsewhers, whioh eannot be; and B500,000,000 =
year would not replace it; so that in a very short time this northren
country, instead of having a great and profitable industry, advancing *
and helping every ioterest, will be called wpon to pay out hundreds
of millions of dollare annually for such material,

But even cursonthern friendsarc intercsted with ug in the preservation
of this timber, za the uses to which it is applied are so different from
theirs, that large quantities are annually sent south; and ibe govern-
ment of Canada, reeognizing this fact, while imposing a retaliatory duty
on the white pine admils eouthern pine, duty free. 1t is further to be
hoped that southern governments may learn a lesson from the prodi-
gality of the north, and preserve their most valuable timber for the
benefit and wellfare of the community, instead of giving it away to
timber land speculators, or to smch an ignorant race of destroc-
tionists, as have gobbled up the timber of the north, or they too will
soon be dispossessed of one of the greatest blessings that Providence
has vouchsafed their country.
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When people talk, aa they pometimes’do, of the inexhaustable for
ests of the south, they little know the sawing capacity of the northern
mills, which could in twelve months time convert the whele merchant-
able pine of the atate of Georgia into lumber, and be but six months
in using up the pine of Florida: and the men that run these mills, not
only have the will but the greed to do it

When one considers the many industries engaged in the various
processes involved in the use of this material and the hundreds of
thousands of laborers directly depending thersnpon for their livelihood
—and that itis an artiele reqnired by every individual of the whole
comminity, one can readily see that every means shonld be adopted
for iis preservation and protection,

While England that has cheap voal, cheap iron and cheap labor,
arid that ean get her supplies at the eheapest rates from the north of
Euorope, annually expends nearly £100,000,000 for fimber, one can
readily recognire how mnuch it would vost this country (that ie yet to
ba bailt ep} to import ite lomber from any foreign souree. Tt has
been ‘cptimated that it wouold tske the epiire sailing tonnage of the
world to convey tha amount of timber annually consumed in $his
country from any foreign Jumber port. But whers to gef it at any
price in the enormous quantities used in this country is & question that
would puzsle those best informed on the subject to determine.

From the foregoing we recognizo the truth of the éfatement made by
a writer in the accompanying pages, wharein he says: “ No MORE
FITAL QUESTION CAX COMT nEPONE CoNGRESS. PERHAFe No CoXeREsg
AR EYER BEEN CALLED ON TO DEQIDE AX ECONOMIO QUESIION oF
GBEATEE MOMENT."



The attention of fe pullic is inviied ic the
concideration of these pages, in the hope fhal o
Fuller dicussion and deficr understanding of the
imperiance QF our Joresis wii. lead Io wise

.
measures for Forest (Preservaiion.

MNew York Cify, Janwary, 1888,
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{From the Meusiuge of President Arthur.)

The condition of the forests of the eountry, and the wasteful maoner
in which their destruction is taking place, give cauee for sericus ap-
prehension. Their astion in protacting the carth’s surface, in modify-
ing the extremes of climate, and in regulating and sustaining the flow
of springs and streams, is now well nnderstood, and their- importance
in relafion to the growth and prosperity of the country camnot be
safuly disreparded. They are fast disappearing before destruetive
fires and the legitimate requirements of our inercasing population,
snd their total extinetion carmot be long delayed unless better methods
than now prevail shell be adopted for their protection and cultivation,
The attention of Congress is invited to the necessity of additional
legislation to secure the preservation of the valuable forests still re-
maining on the public domain, especially in the extreme Western
Btates and Territories, where the necessity for their preservation is
greater than in less mountainons regioos, and where the prevailing
dryness of the climate renders their restoration, if they are once de-
stroyed, well-nigh impossible.



