THE LUCK OF
ROARING CAMP, AND
OTHER SKETCHES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9781760578312

The luck of Roaring Camp, and other sketches by Frencis Bret Harte

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FRENCIS BRET HARTE

THE LUCK OF
ROARING CAMP, AND
OTHER SKETCHES

ﬁTrieste






LUCK OF ROARING CAMP,

AHRIF

OTHER SKETCHES.

EY

FRANCIS BRET HARTE.

BOSTON:
FIELDS, 0SGOOD, & CO.
1870,



Fotered according to Acl of Coogress, o the year 1670, by
FIELDE, OE@CGOD, & ©O.
in the Clock'a Ofles of the Disteler Qowrd of che Tisiriot of Massachopebis,

Universiry Press: Weien, Buoecow, & Co,
CAmMBE G



PREFACE.

SERIES of designs — suggested, 1 think, by

Hogarth's familiar eartoons of the Industrious
and Idle Apprentices — I remember as among the
eirliest efforts at moral teaching in California. They
represented the respective eareersa of The Honest and
Dissolute Miners : the cne, ag I recall bhim, retrograd-
ing through successive planes of dirt, drunkenness,
dizseaze, ond death ; the other advancing by corre-
sponding stages to affluence and a white shirt.  What-
ever may have been the ertistic defects of these
drawings, the moral at least was obvicus and distinet.
That it failed, however, — as it did, — to produce the
desired -reform in mining morality sy have been
owing to the fact that the avernge miner refuzed to
recoguize himself in eilher of these positive char-
acters ; and that even he who might have =at
for the model of the Disgolute Miner was perhaps
dimly conseious of some limitations and circumstances
which partly relieved him from responsibility, “Yer
see,” remarked soach a critie to the writer, in the un-
translatable poetry of his elass, “it ain’t no square
game, They ve just put up the keerds om that chap
from the atart.”



v PREFACE.

With this lamentable example before me, 1 trust
that in the following sketchea I have abstained from
any positive moral. I might have pninted my villains
of the blackest dye, —so black, indeed, that the origi-
nals thereof would have contemplated them with the
glow of comparative virtue. 1 might have made it
imposzible for them to have performed a virtuous or
generous action, and have thus avoided that moral
confusion which is apt to arise in the contemplation
of mized motives and qualities. PBut I shonld have
burdened myself with the responsibility of their
ereation, which, as a humble writer of romance and
entitled to no particular reverence, [ dul not care
to do.

I fear I eannot elaim, therefore, any higher motive
than o illustrate an ers of which Californian history
has preserved the incidentz more oftem than the char-
aeter of the actors, — an era which the panegyrist was
too often content to bridge over with a general com-
pliment to its survivers, — an era still o reeent that in
atternpting to revive its poetry, I am conscious also
of awakening the more prosnic recollections of these
game survivors, — and yed an ern veplete with a cerfain
heroie Greek poetry, of which perhaps none were more
unconstions than the heroes themselves. And I ghall
be quite eontent to have collected here merely the
materials for the Iliad that is yet to be sung.

San Fraxcmen, Decomber 24, TRED.
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