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PREFACE.

A%, Odert

ERE iz a now pamphlet on an old subject. Why im it o print f
Bit down & moment and you ahall be told.

Io the Aviomn of 1568 the Predfdent of the Liberal Olob
¥ =-of which I have the honet to be & member—asked me if
%E)a 1 would allow my wame o go on ona of the cards which I8

isauned monthly giving the names of che lectnrore for the corront
monil., Al that time T deslined for the very good ressen that T bad
ngthing In particnlar to Bring o the attention of the intelllgant sodiencs
which meete under the soepices of the Club every Friday evenlng, Dueelng
tho movtbe of October, Kovember and Thepember, however, there seemed
to be a wondeeful activity in the cunmp of thore who are forever fearfnl
that the people are enjoying oo much freedom. If eeemed to me chet
something shonld net only be enid oo the other side of the goestion bat
that If forther leglslatdon shounld be satloosly proposed to fasten pecpls
more Hghtly in the bande of marriage ic woald be & good time to pro-
pose & soct of compromies messors whish wenld, to & reasomeble degres,
meet the demands of the coneervafive mimd and not b alisgelher no-
acceptable to thosa who have beepn working al] slong to lessen the legal
rlgor of the anptlal tle. 1 therefore allowsd my name to go on the De.
cemtor card for the evening of the 1dch of that month,

A large and appreciative wodisnce patbored st the German Masontc
Hall oo the avgning named, the Jectury e klodly moeived and an in-
teresting discossion followed. The facetiona reporter of * The Truth Seekec”
epoka of the mesilng in the following praphic and hemorone langoage:

" The hall waa filled to che extoot of [ seatg eapaeity, and eaiher
morge.  Many Tashionably.dressed people wers present, besides npmerons
yoong and beantifol girts. Mr. Kmg, 8 man of axlrsoclivacy personal ag-
tractlvenees, pat nenr the dooe 5t one end of the hall, and at the ofber end
the prosiding ofcer, ceclining gricefnlly io hie chaie, with the gashght
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ir PREFACE,

phining wpon hle genlal fentores, presented a pletnre searcely less Impreesive
than & amnsak on Moont Bind,  The Secretary’s apectaolee fAzehed bask the
light Iz many-colored ruys, aod 8l wae eweetoess axd Hght.  In thin Frame
work of beaucy Dr. Foote, tall and commanding in presence, with o kindly
face aud & pleasing voice, furoiehed an approprists central fAgure™

It 18 with pardonable pride that the writer con esy €het the evenlng
pagecd plesrantly to all proseot, F belr generoos eoogretulatlone conld
be accepted ws evidence, snd eeveral persooal frlends, Inclodlog the able
gelng Prasident of the Clob, expreseed the wish that the lecture might
be pebllshed =0 (bat Ib conld go befors & still larger andieoce, Mr, 8.

P, Purreaw, in o prioted repert, said; ¥
SR SN
*“DOr. Foore's lectore on ! Diverce * before the LI lob was brave

and pdmirabie. It reated & groot enbjeot in n Qignided, delicats and s
terly munner.  Thers wae no shrinking from facts, but the facts wers pre-
souted with the poble frankness of science, It must Be admitted that mar-
rlage I preeminently a scleatific gueatlon, Tt bas been too lomg slireaded
In ssnffment atd romance, 8 well an in the falee divialéy of (e ehurch,
Oply In dbe Hght of repsen and experlevce, guided by impartinl logie, can
the true relatlons of man and woman be setbled.  They are the meat im-
portant of all relations, snd they canpol be adjuated In any hap-hazard way.
Love ghoild not ba blind, bat wise with all that homan koowledge and fore-
elght can give; otherwlse thers will be incalenlalde misery.

“Dr. Poore's facte and angmments were advanced with grest clesrness
and force, Ile lecinre was lp every way a smccees, b [n matcer aod
deiivery, JL was a presentation of the feath by s genolos stodemt and
thinker, It wae profosnd and meoy-eided in bte Uldesteatloss apd explans-
thona, Soch & lectonee abonld be publishel In order thab one may see the
fall beariog of ite conrageons reasonivg, and I hope this will be done, * *

A Dr. Foore says, to mals martiage frée will not destroy the home
and famlly ; for the home and family, in cheir troe beatty and worth, can-
not be malntslosd by huoman legialation, They must be founded in affec-
tion, goasd-will, reason and liberty, Where man and woman yolustnrlly five
together, there will be tho awoetest Mome end all the lnfluenees thet malos
it swlevating and delightfol | bot no ¢ompulslon can make & home — it can
only mals n jril,

*“Tir, Poote alwe showa thot fresdom will net feeter the libertine, bot
mike il impdsalble for such a selflsh meonacer fo exlst. It fe che elavery
T oof marrioge that oreater thope wices, thoes weahnesses and thoes oppor-
tunitics whereby tha [iberting {hrives and gradifies his croel lust, In the
atmoephere of Hberty be would e ewept awarw, for liberty develope the
Ernerosities, the refloements and the nobilities of bumen oatnre. It makes
passion more beantiful =od duty more imperstive, for it then shines with
Lhe inward light of one'r own souwl.  Io tEberty love becomea crowned
with purlty, for in Mberty ite noblest eaerifice iz made awailable

“In these and many other polote De, Foore sbowed how the appll-
cation of ltberty and asclencs to mardage will enlorge and enmoble lta
fanction, Thie great enbjort muet vecelve all fhe light that boman koowl-
eidgs cum throw opon (k. It moet be moet tbocoughly diercossed. It muost
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be fonnded o afection sod must be the constent expression of afection.
It mnst mulee i own law, Lt must be onlooeed froome the bartwsiem of
the past apd Become & harencmions sgreement anod ool g lerribls snslave-
ment  Buch scholariy wnd scientific lectnres as thia of Dr, Foore's will bs
of Immatoe service 1o o jusl apd manly voderstanding of the questiom, It
Is not to deetroy marringe, b o eopoble, fo dignify, to glorify it, thas
wi plend for perfect biberby, Wilh literdy oll thet e most herpic, tender
und beantifol in man and woman will come inte crowning excellemce in
this crowning relation of homan iife, "

After such & generous acceptunce it was perbaps bot oatural that the
writer shonld declds to pot the lecture in endorlog eleptroiype plates apd
allow it to gb before sn intelligent Americen sodience of Afty miliions,
if a0 many chocse to coneider the metcer thereln presemted, 8o, here it
fs. Thas (s poblication &t o nominsl peice may be of earvico in Ao lom-

postant discoseion s the earmest hope of
THE ATTHOR.
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DIVORCE.

@ N NAMING the aubject of this sesay I gave simply the
1y word ¢ Tivorse.” I abserva by the eard that the subject
is, **The Divoros Agitation.” With thin seemingly slight
change I would bave preferred for the title, **The Anti-
Divorce Agitation,” for it is the “anifes” who are reslly
nmng the most noise and who are disturbing the public pesce.
When I chose this subject our worthy acting President szelaimed,
“Why diverce?" Ouite likely moet of yon wre buay people, liks
our President, and are not awere that thers §a an orgenizstion
actively ot work called the * Now-Englind Divores Reform
Leagne ™ ; that Dr. Morgan Thz and other prominent clergymen
bava bean writing letters to the press on the laxity of onr divores
laws ; thet the late Episcopal Convention gave attention to the
subject of divorce and expressed itself in aympethy with the views
of Dr. IMx ; that the Bacramenta Presbytary and a nomber of other
religious bodles have been isauing premmables and resolutions in
the game girain; that the Congregationsl Club of thia city has
talked the whole matter over at their late monthly dinner st the
Vienne Oafe ; that Monalgnor Capel has sired his exireme Catholio
viewsa at Chickering Hall ; snd, finally, that the prees, from the
Atlantie to the Pagific, i3 entering maore or lese into the discnasion
of the divorce gquestion. The New-York Tribnne —founded by
Heraoe (Greeley, himsalf a gwennous advocate of diveroe for bub
omé canse— hag in its Sunday edifions given nearly entire pages to
the dispnssion, and, in the main, heas been quite fadr, although it
has been troe %nitatra.d{t.iunu, favoring, aditorially, more stringent




