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PREFACE

HIS wvolume, which has been compiled [rom
seventeen of Mr, Belloc’s books, may e claimed
to be representstive of his many-sided genius. The
selection has been made by Mr E. V. Lucas. The
omission of any passage from The Faik io Kome is
due to copyright difficulties, while the author himself
prefers that his poems should remain 1o his volume,
Ferses, 1910.

Thanks are due to Mr, Eveleirh Nash for permission
to use extracts from e Eye- [Fitners and Cantipriary
Tales for Children, o Messrs, Duckworth & Ce. for
quotations from Esio Perpetva, Califan's Guide fo
Letlers, The Bad Child's Hook of Deasts and More
Heasts for Worse Children, to Mr. Edward Arnold for
the letters G and O from A Moral Alphabes and to
Messrs. Thomas Nelson & Sons for an extract from
The Four Men.
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A PICKED COMPANY

ESSAYS

ON THE PLEASURE OF TAKING
UP ONE'S PEN'

MONG the sadder and smaller pleasures of
this world I count this pleasure : the pleasure

of taking up one's pen.
It has been said by very many people that there s
a tangible pleasure in the meve act of writing: in
choosing and arranging words, Tt has been denied
by many. It 1= afbimed and denied in the hife of
Daoctor Johnsen, and for my pact T would say that it iz
very true in some rare moods and wiolly false in most
others, However, of wriling and the I%u:uaum mmitl
am not writing heve (with pleasure), but of the pleasure
of taking up one’s pen, which is quite another matter.
Note what the action means. You are alone.
Even if the room is crowided {as was the smoking-
room in the G.W.K. Hotd, at Paddingion, only the
other day, when I wrole my © Slatistica! Abstract of
Christendom "), even if the recm is crowded, vou must
have made yourself alone 1o be able to write at all,
You must have built up some Kind of wall and isolated
{Eu_r mind. You are alone, then; and that is the

nning.

t you consider at what pains men ase to be alone
how they climb mountains, enter prisons, profess
monastic vows, put on eccentric daily habits, and

' From Chi Nothing.
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