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PRETAQE,

Fow o long time the little baok which we now offer &0 the palilic
has been wanted in the Ybrary of the fashionalde world: the
customs, 1he etiguette, Ho ditferent oblizations which sociely in-
peses upon Hose who liee In i mids cliangs freguesily, awl
akfihongh the gencrul principles arve 19 game, aithoesl politenees
el eivility are of all epogues and tmes. nererthelogs fers ara
v pavern g0 colively af homs inoall the forus that they 3o ot
on s neensiom feel lesitetion se &0 the proper mmeoor of con
duriipr tenselves.

Inuleed, besides o browder and mors ceseniiol roleg of Prialire-
hes, there ure ceclain eonventionalibive adoptad hy woml sociolr,
which, sanetionad Ty custom anl abealofe ehlimtivn, cannot, wirh-
ol g poud reason, Ba neglocled By the trlr polite gentleman
or Jady. Ewery day e gnestion i codsod whether sucly gud
gucli wotnstom 33 adopted, receivad, and propor s Lhere will com-
stantly sxize o Juwbd abont the delails of some eorempny, Lo
P Bomr fon sone enlerlainment, (s troae ofinustte for g
fccasinn, AL suel m fime, here i o vepret f6 that ihere 8 102
ul bl inoonee pwe Llosry, o sefe puide, an experienend cuam
sellur, whe will answer sadds guestions, o (eliling i ATpearanGe,
o important in reality.

A breach of eliquelta, sn fnveluntarily emdesion of some poind
ol proliteness, may oflen beve o rerlons (oltence mpem the fufuare
of the porpetrator. Neos ol (heas litle dota®s are to b erarme] .
they have sachand evesy one o value,



4 FREFACE,

Tt is to meel the want already mentioned that this little volume
Tias boon prepared,  Ib makes oo elaim bo originality ; bot its s
in Lo bwe perfeetly velinlle,  English, French, sud American author-
fties of weisht have Dbeen eonsulied, and nothing sdmitted et
was moel sanctioned by experience and the customs of (he best
sneiaty.

Louks, it b5 vory trne, have been already written npos this sub-
dect ) Bk they are for dhee mos part fllad with wseless details, aod
often dlo ot eonbiin what iz of most importaosce, The aim of the
Editor of thee present work Dos Been 1o avofd both exiremes, io
seloot only what was useful, reliable, and well establislicd, #md 10
reject only whiel was valnsless o weee pepetition,

The subjects treated are all elassed than they may have cusy
referenee, and admdd of consuliation at a memnent’s netice,

Tha: Titfle hoole goes forth with coe preteizion ondy, one ambi-
tion mlowo—>iu b nactal,
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THE
LAWS AND BY-LAWS
OF AMERICAN SOCIETY.

ETIGQUETTE AND ITS USES.

Imrar aro a4 greab many people, in other reepects perfoctly
estimabla (which wakes the complaint azainst them ihe more
wripvons} who maivtain fhat he laws of natere are the only laws
of bisdivg foree among the ooibs whish esnpose seclely, They
do nol ussert their doctring in so many wonds, but practically they
wwnw 6, and ey are wnt slow tooexpress thedr contempe for the
“ pidienloms etiguotee ' which i3 deciaved by their oppunents o he
casential to the weil being of soviety. These peopls ave probully
e low 15 themselves in soch matters: ey obey In their roles of
conduet (huse instioets of propriety end ool maneers which
wers implantod o e ot sleir Birch, and enlifvated probakly by
their education, and therefore they have small need Lo slady
cepocdally low to conduct themselves In their interoomrse with
gociety. In such vases, Uheir oppesition to & wrillen eode of man-
mera i3 vather an effaic of thevry than of practice, mod il secima
ritluer aheiied that they showld woemphatically denounes the system
which they themselves, by example rather than precept, thoroughiy
carry omt,  They would be probebly as averss {0 committing any
acl of rodeness, or any breach of politeness us the warmest admirer
of the primitive 1ife of the Tndian would be to Hving himself n a
dirty tent, and eoting his food, hall enoled, on a forled-stick over
g camp tire.  For smeh people this 1ie code of the * Laws and
By Laws of Amarican Society " i5 net writtam.

There ara olhers who are equally ferce in their denunciations of
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the ridiculous etiquetis above mentioned, but wio bhave nol the
samp natural exeuse for being so. These mre the rude, rough
natures, whom no amount of aocial rubbing, or intercourse with
the most reflned would poligh, thongh the professors of the arl of
gows] brecding polished oever so wisely. They act in therr rules
of cendoet on & principle wholly sclifish, making their own ease and
comiort the first, if not indeed the enla aim, regardless entirely of
the amount of inconvenisnce or discomfort they may cccaslon to
mhers, They are obliged to ory down; for mere consistency's soke,
the systens which coudemans their own course of action, and which
gives certain laws for governing the condnct, and certain other laws
prehibiting many of the acts of adenasg Which they Snd so agree-
ahle, but which ofhers may reasonably obfect W as olfonsive, Buch
persons, too, will of course frecly cxpress their epinfon, yet their
denuneigtions will probably produce an exactly opposite efact to
the oma they intend, thair awn condoet praving e perpdeious fn-
finenes of fheir theory, Their abuse will b, oot the expres-
sich, ol in badinage, of pinds prolestiner by antivipation ezeingt
e ghuee of forms wel evrcmoenies @ but the ignorant mvective of
coprio-mimted people speinst & principle fhat wonld tame them,
and mould them inte a more sareeable presence.  They caclwim
lomidly agaimst what they peraonally diglike, however Beoefieial it
may he either to themaelves or ollers,  For dhem this Lite teck of
Wi Taws awl By-Lows of Amecicun Bosiety 7 is not written.
Desides tho two clagses slreaidy mentioned, there i another ex-
ceedingly large class of society, which, far from heing boorish by
natore, veh fom cirenmetanoes Iecks the cultivalion which slonn
will bring the conduet futo such braining as will fit it practically
for exhibition o seciety,  To the persons eomprizing this class, it
is nod only w source of regret, but of abeolute pain, to be lpsvrank
of tha rales which make aociety cobere, which mark oot the fanc-
tiong amd dufies of the varions memsbers which comprise it and
which guard alike aosinst annovanees from the Impertiveat, and
jutrugions by the ill-bred, promoting by organized methods the
Tormution of desirable negoaimtanceship and plegsant friendships,
which otherwise might never take place, Isoletion from seciety,
the want «of proper matenction, the il offect of bad example, the
advice of the prejudiced, the sesoctatfon with the low-hred, and o
hundred other eauses; may conspire to prevent that intimacy witl
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the, cardinal roles of good bebavior, which deeorum and good
breeding hove dictsbed for the better guidance of the commuuity,
It i for such persons, and for the many vihers whe, theugh not
unaeyuainted with the principles which should gnide ihem in their
cundnet, are Fet often of fanlt upon gquestions of detadl, and some-
times commit errors, which are the more excusable that absolute
rules, dedneed from precedent and established by practice alone
would et #hem Tight, that this code of Modern Etiqoetls has lesn
preparcd.  To them it is offered ax supplying & nesdl which it is
their misforinne, rather than theit faull, to expericnce, in the hope
thnt it will be found to contain a complete gmide for them in the
opan paths and by-patls ton of geod sociely.

Before besinning fo lay down the mles and ordinances of Fti-
guette, it will be wall to say a few words npon Bliguerts Tkl

Erigquetta is, in point of faet, nothing more nos Iesa than the
law, written and wwwritben, which regulates the society of civilized
people, distingnishing them from the communitien of Darfarmms
tribes, whose lives are kand and theic roanners slill harder. IL @
toa well diseiplived sl vefived mind the fondimental prineiple
el aetion i all inlercourse with society, and they arc interestad in
mainlaining it in i integrity, and hound’ g heed awl obey its
gimplest 8 well as more formul precepte. Tl real law-piver is
the geuersd convanicnus, speaking with amthority and the caperl-
¢nce of many years; mud it will be found thal evem in iluogas
eises, whare (ke meaning of ita miles may ba somowhat obscore
at first sight, there is an undedyiog reason for the reguladion laid
dawr )

Etiquelte, like svery other human ipstitution, 18 of course liuble
Lo abuss: i way e tramsfonmed from o copvienend il wholesrma
meang of produeciug nniversal comfort inle an incenviensut and
burdensome restrait wpon fresdom aed esse. I8 may beecme the
firet consideration, instewd of maore properly the seeond, as is often
the cass with Lhe instramental accompaningett to a zong, sod then it
becomes, a3 Aoes the seermpaniment, an intolerable nuizanee. Tha
meras form, ever-riding and hiding the gpirit which should conirol
i guide it; wo entively wriifcial state of things, {king tha place
of the patural, must inevitably prodnce discomfort aml exbraragance

of helnvior, Nature is thus made the stave of Avt, instesd of Atk

taking its proper place as the handmaid to Nature.
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