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INTRODUCTION

“Fternal vigilanee is the price” of truth
as well as “liberty.” An uncorrected mis-
statement of historie detail, even ps to cir-
comstances apparently of minor significance,
may prove like a trifling erevice in the levee
which, neglacted, rapidly swells to a devas-
tating crevasee.

It is, therefore, a sagacious as well as
Lonorable instinet that prompts sespicion
and challenge of every proposed re-inter-
pretation of the fuets or documents of the
past which involves o radieal reversal of
wide-spread and snpposedly suthoritative
opinion, Eapeeially ought we to be sen-
sitive to the proposal of any novel and
eccentric theory as to the acts or words of
our spiritual ancestors where it may, even
infeventially or remofely, bring into ques-
tion their long established reputation for



viii INTHORUCTION

sngaeity, sincerity, and unfiinching loyalty
to econvietion. A people not zealous to
cherish and jealous to protect the good
name of their fathers have alveady ceased
to appreciste the legacy trausmitted to
them at so grent cost, and will soom cease
to imitate the virtnes they have undervalued,

Tt is o chevished opinion of the DBaptiste
that when men bave been Lwought face to
face with the Word of (fod, unhindered by
the perversions of priests and the fogs of
tradition, they have inevitably recogmized
not only that they oueld, but bow they
onght, to be baptized: for the one is as
mequivoenlly clear in the language of the
New Testament as the other. Noticing
Christ's test of loyalty, “If o wan love me
he will keep my wwomfe,” it i not fo be
lirhtly preswmed that they woukl ignore or
toy with wn express counnand in the one
caqe more renlily than in the other. Ae-
eovdingly it turns out as was $o Lie expected,
that the departure from the rmle and prae-
tice of the New Tuestament, the innuorsion
of helievers, in the histy of the elmreh,



