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INTRODUCTION.
e g

Tue fourtoenth eentury, pregnant as it was with organio changes in
religion, polities, end industry, forms an important era in English
history.. The preceding century had witnessed the power of the
Church a, its height, the following its downfull, while throughout this
the change was elowly taking place. Bimultanecusly the peoplo
struggled succesafully after liberty, and emerged from a &tate of
darkness into that light, which had a0 long been denied them by
their pricetly rulars. The spirit of enterprise, which bad remained
dormant for sges, now sprang up with renewed vigour, and the
impoverished coffers of the kingdom began 1o be refilled. Thess woro
no slight or unimportant revolutions, but made themselves felt
in all the relstions of Life. As the Improvements resulted from the
power of the Church being gradually confined within proper limits, it
will be well 0 bricfly survoy the loading points of the current
religions histery.

When the soeptre of England was in the feeble hands of Jobn and
Heonry I11., the Papal extortions kmow no bounds ; livings and canonries
were disposed of to foreigmers and strangers, who never betrayed
any interest in their benefices, far lesa visited them. The sole object
of the Pope seemed to be to guther money into the hands of the
Church, and, too often, into his own  But with the scoession of
Edward I, indisputably the greatest of the Plantagenats, the order of
things changed. He saw the olergy usurping every office, he saw the
wealth of the realm pouring away into foreign countries, and deter.
mined to put & stop to oll this in the interest of tho mation. With
consnmmate skill he shifted the ¢dium of persecution from his gwn
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shoulders to those of his subjecta. Ha placed the clergy out of the
pale of the law, enjoining his judges to give every man justios agninet
them, but them justice againet none. Those who will not contribute
to the support of my government must not expect to reap the beneflt
of its protestion ; so ran the rigurous logic of this resolute politioian.
Thaﬂiaﬁmufthaclmmgm;wmwhohdamdga
againat them might indnlge his anger with impunity, and do endless
damage to the property of his enemy, Edward, morcover, eaused the
famous Statute of Mortmain to be passed, forbidding at the same time
tho exportation of the procseds of any English benefica or abbey,
These wize laws were confirmed by Edward IIL., who added many
minor ones to give more detail to the general regulations of his
prodecesaors, while in 1382 the Statute of Premurine became part of
our Constitution. In 1371 the Parliament petitioned the Eing to fill
the highest offices of Stato with laymen instead of ecolesinstios,! and
Wilkiam of Wykeham, who wes then Chancellor, resigned his poat.
There wat much resson for the popular outory againet the Chureh,
apart from the grest covetousness it displayed The power and riches
of the English elergy, had, it is true, been increasing beyond all pre-
vedent : the owners of half the landed.estates in England, they also
pousesaad personal property of mntold value, Had this wealth been
wisely and liberally employed for the benefit of the people, all might
have remainad unchanged for ages longer. The bishops held high offices
of State to the prejudics of their sees, where the secular clergy wore
living in & deplorable condition of laxness and immorslity, which com-
plately lost them the respect of the pecple The monasteriss, too,
had fallen grievously from the standard of purity and simplisity pro-
posed by their founders, Thay became the resort of men who wished
to have their private pleasures curtailed as little as possible, while
they enjoyed the peace and security afforded by these sanctuaries.
8o gross and notoripus was the eonduct of both soenlars and regulam,®
that the Pope falt bound to save the honour and dignity of his name
by attempting to stem the torrent of viee. For this purpose he
commissioned the Mendicant Friars, who numbered many energetio and
restlesa men in their ranks, to cross over to England. Bound by a
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vow of poverty, and clothed in the humblast of dress, thoy presented
the preatest conoeivable contrast to the wealthy ecclesiastion Address-
ing the people in plain homely languags, they speedily gained an
influence over them, such as tho scoulars, with their laboured,
monotenous discourses, nnintelligible to the common people, had never
attained. Bat in time they also foll into evil eourses, sormupted by
the Juxury that met them on every hand, and, quarrdling among
themsaglves, united only to abuse the regulars.  When the teachers of
religion were thus sunk in wickedness, when two rival Popes disputed
the ecclesisstical sapremacy, when indulgences were granted to the
greatest criminals, if only they paid high enough for them, no
wonder people sighed for a purer faith, and weleomed the advent
of Wigkliffe. Langlind and Chaueer launched biting sarcasms
sgainat the iniquity of the clergy ; nor does the latter's pisture of the
Pardonere at all sxaggersie the extent of the evil?

The profoundly superstitions age was now past, when men were
unable to resist the effecta of an excommnnication, ao that they no
longer feared to maintain the rights of their eountry agsinst the
encroachmenta of the Church. It is only fair to add, thet the prelates
of England, however covetons and avaricious they might be when
their own interests wete concerned, often showsd themselves no less
ready to uphold the rightfol anthority of the Crown, than to defend
their own ancient privileges in the face of Papal interforence. The
Istter half of the fourteenth century wea the tims of continual struggle
between the clergy end the Lollards, as the followers of Wickliffs were
called  Whatever opinions we may hold with reference to Wickliffe's
dootrines, we cannot but sckmowledge the singular adaptation of
means to his end. The Bomish Church delighted in gorpeous ritual ;
Wickliffe advocated the simplest and plaimest service possible. Tts
clergy were possessed of enormous wealth ; he taught that the minis-
- ters of religion should imitate the primitive poverty of the Apostles.
It regarded the Pope as the representative of Christ on earth ; he
denouneed him as Anti-Christ. It issued pardons, indulgences,
excommunications, ahsolutions; he declared thess were the invention of
the devil. Lastly, its great dootrine was that of Transubstantiation ; he
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entirely rejected it. In ghori, in every way posaible, he presented the
greatest gontrast to the Romish Church. Ignorant men might be
unable to distinguieh between the rival doctrines, but no one cwuld
mistake the difference between the simple service of one party, and
the ornate servics of the other. Still he was only incomplete. He
destroyed the existing system, but did not reconstruct a new ome.
Yet the minds of the people were ripe for a change, and vewrly half
the population were accounted Lollards. Tt was the vicioua lives that
the clergy were leading that preeipitated this revolution of feeling,
and cansed men to rebel against the authority of the Church sconer
than they would otherwise have done,

Nor waa this laxity of morals and general licentionsness confined to
the olergy; unhappily it perveded all ranks of society, This
acoomplished knight enjoying the same prevogatives as were claimed
by the dissoluts gourtiers of Charles I or Loniz XV.* I the duwn of
chivalry & sort of material love for our Lady was fostered in the minds
of warriora ; she was the guide of their actions, the pole star of their
affootions.  ¥rom this the trunsition to a high regard for, and a
deforence to ladies was easy.  But 28 time went on, love almost entirely
took the place of respeet, and when that barner was broken down, the
fiery spirits of the knights knew mo restraint, Open licemtiousness
begame the rule, instead of tho omeeption, as the old posts and
romancers only too plainly show.

But in spits of this, the feelings of loynlty, courtesy, and liberality
were not extinet; nor are we at & loss to point out men of thig
m&lq,whnwﬂﬁpmﬂﬂmnﬂumh'mofchivalﬁ. Foremoat of
their day stand Edward IIL, the Black Prince, snd Bertrsnd du
Guesclin, while round them were guthered a brilliant crowd, searesly
inferior in reputation : Henry, Duke of Lancaster, the Captal de Buche,
Lord Chendos, Sir John Hawkwood, Sir Walter Mauny, are names
that will readily cecur to all.  Such noble and hercic characters ss
these shine with such brillianey, that we are apt at first to believe

* 8t. Palaye, Mém. sur 1a Chevalerie n,, 00,
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that they were the more prominent in an age when each man -was a
hero, But when WLMMMﬁmm we find that in every
period heroic persons were few in number, while the rest were too often
covetous and perjured. The senith of chivalry seems ever in the past,*
yet if the code of knighthood had at any time real influence in
England, surely it was in the reign of Edward III, But enough of
knights and their proweas ; let us turn for & brief space to the humbler
affuirg of the people.

During this century & great impulse was given to the cause of
hiberty, after which we find the lower orders of Europe constantly
strugpling, 'The Italian republics had n most cases attained a fair
degres of freedom, but were baginning to lose it, and at this time it is
quarrels. Still o 1378, when Salvestro de Medici was Gonfalonier of
Justive at Florence, thers was an undoubted inswrrection, ceused by
the imposition of an obnoxious law, It was quelled for a time, but a
month afterwarda the Ciompi, or loweat populace, broke out In robel-
livn again, snd placed one of their order, Michel di Lande, in power,
Foriunately, although of humble birth, he was a mederste and able
man, and managed to restore urder, acting in sll things so fairly, that
he wns sccused of betraying the popular canse. The result of these
distarbances was that the Guelf chicfs learned so much wisdom, that:
by ruling in tolerable socordance with the laws, they were able to
maintain their power for half & century.®

Tn Kome the impassioned eloquence of Rienzi obtained such a
mastery over thepoople, that they rees in 1347, and expelled the nobles,
appointing Rienyi their tribune.  This lasted but for o time, and then
Rienei was compelled to give up his rule, being thrown into prison at
Avignon, Becoming posseseed again of the supreme power by a
strange freak of fortune, he behaved so tyrannically that he was
murdered in 1354.%

In France e terrible insurrection broke out in 1358, owing to the

* Hallam's Hist, Middle Ages, 1., $39,
% Milman, Hist. Lat. Christ. v. 517.



