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PREFACE
¥aor who hath desplsed the day of small things !—Zsoharisk iv. 10

Tur change in the system of medical education some
thirty years ago, whereby the oustom of commencing as
pupil to a medical man in general practice was abandoned
in favour of proceeding etraight from the course of general
edueation to a medioal school or university, has involved
certain defisiencies in the knowledge of those so trained.
Since the subjects of what might be regarded as trifling
disorders either do not present themselves at a hospital
or are intercepted in the casualty department in order
to spare the time and energy of the visiting staff, the
present-day student has little or mo opportunity of
familiarising himgelf with those elighter maladies which
are likely t0 be among the first encountered when he
commences practice. This is no doubt accentuated by the
natural tendency of students to concentrate their attention
on those organio diseases which are mostly inquired abouat
at examinations and to interest themselves in rare diseases,
complex or extensive operations, and questions of higher
research—matters of the utmost importance in regard to
the progress of medicine, but with which those who are
occupied in family practice, and who constitute perhapa
ninety per cent. of the profession, are comparatively rarely
directly concerned, at all events in early years. It 1s
il



viii Preface

in the hope of conveying some information, and of
arousing interest in the sphere of Minor Medicine, that the
present small volume has been written,

My grateful acknowledgments are due to Mr. G. 8.
Hughes for help and suggestions in revising the proofs
and preparing the index.

W. ESSEX WYNTER.

27, WneporE Srewer,

Caverpies Bouane, W,
September 2, 1907,
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