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PREFACE. '

I entering upon these sll important subjects, namely, the Paliti-
cal, Social, Industrial, Educational, Individusl, and Domestic Tm-
provement of all classes of the commaunity, snd it is difficult to say
which of these questions,—all greatly affecting the destinies of na_
tions und the happiness of peoples,—are deserving the most atben-
tion. They are all 2o nearly allied, and are of such vital and para-
mount importance, that taking them in their entirety, they may be
said to consfitute a complete formula of civilised life, and just in
proportion aa they become properly understood and practiced, in like
proportion will humanity become elevated;—the progress of nations
and the happiness of peoples gecured. In treating these subjects .
in the consecutive order in which they are arranged, T hiave neces-
earily given precedencs to the governmental, zocial, and industrinl
arrangement of States ; because these arrongements, whether good
or bad, form the foundation end framework both of civilised and
unecivilised communities, while eduestional, individual, and domes-
tic perfection and completeness, may be said to be the eroaments
which are indispensable to ermbellish and complete the whole super-
structure of 8 troly civilised state of society.

ALFRED A. WALTON.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE AND LEGISLATIVE ACTION.
= i

Tax1¥e, as the starting point, the legislatorial arrangements of a
State to be the mainspring or motive power which sanetions and sets
in motion all other subordinate principles which regulste human
affnirs, it fullows that tho development and harmonious working of
the mechanism of a well regulated State should be as perfect as
human wisdom e¢an make it. The first, and, indeed, the chief duty
of 8 Government ought to be to frame its lawe and conduct its
legisiation so as to diminish as far as possible the antagonism of
class intereats, and to sssimilate and make them os near as possible
practically identical.

_This can never be sccomplished while two parties, or rather
factions, in any legislative sssembly are continually stroggling
for ascendancy and power,—frequently by the most unserupulous
means. ' No doubt the very essence of parliamentary life is free
discussion elevated above factious opposmtion. Tt is a sifting to
the boltom of all questions coming within the pale of legislative
nuthority or parlinmentary inquiry. To do this, however, 1t is nob
necossary to have two hostile camps either in the Siate or the
Parliament. History proves thut the great draw back o the true
sdvancement and development of the seience of legislation all over
the world hes been the ambition and restlesness of an implacable
reackionary party, which arrogates to ilself the right to bold domi-
nion over the reat of mankind, and would rather ruin anation than
cosse to rule. Happily this party of obstruction has become greatly
weakened and attenuated by the increase of education aud freo
discuseion under constitutional Goveruments, although it is far
from being extinet in the freest of States, x .

‘What is wanted above all things within the walls of Parliament,
86 well as in the people, is a sound, healthy, political morality.
To create this will, no doubs, be a work of time, which will grady.
slly approach as the virulence of parties dissppesrs, and our electo-
ral system becomes more perfected and pare. There is another
important element indispensablo to the proper di.pcharﬁa of legisla-
tive functions, namely, tho fisness and capacity for legislative duties
of those aspiring to the dignity, responsibility, and trusi of legis-
lators, It 12 a serivus miptake, and & mnpqndmgﬁil,hﬂfﬁd
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men, either ta goto Parliament or perfurm otber important dutizs,
whose chief recommendation may be either their stalign dr thsr
wealth, but who in other respecta are totally incompetent to dis-
charge 'z doties sssigned them,  Tet this is what we may eon-
tigiwily behold as boiug practized every duy whenever n vpeanes @
l*ar:inu:iaut veeurs, or appointments of profit or emolument ars
e, i

- There ean be no real parliamentary eympathy with, ar fitneas to
legislate for, the wants and wishes of a people where their repre’
sentatives arz, in too many instaners, lumestaliy iznorant of the
wany questions niftcting the intersst of the people and the pros-
perity of the nation,  Surely no man in his aenses wonld goto a -
shoemaker, fustead of a tailor, i be wanted 2 coat, nor apply to a
lawyer if he required medical 2id. Yeb the mode by which mom-
bers of the British Parliament hove, in many instances, been
relected ia not a bit more rational, nor the selection more suitable,
than the choice of the shoemaker iustead of the tailor, or the
lawyer instead of the doctor. v

If any proof were wauting of the truth of thia statement it mav
easily be ascertained by simply asking, how many of the 058
mambers of the House of Commons there are who renlly under-
gtand,—we need not ey all,—but any of the great q'ueatiaua which-
will have to come befors Parliament for consideration and settle.
ment before long ¥ How many of thew, for instauee, nnderstand
the land question, the curreney quistion, the re-ndjuatment of tax-
ntion in' conformity with the trus principles of commercial free-
dom, tha labour question, the eo-operative movenent, the eduea-
iloual question, and the many other queations, both domestic and
foreign, that will come before Parlinnent for wettlement ¥ Why,
the most ordinary chserver of parlinmentary lifo knows that, with
the exception of n fow who possess great abilities and mnst exten.
rive knowledge, by far the greater part of the men sent there are
mera political nonentities. The remedy for this must, of course,
rest with the electoral body. As long as men are selected by
private favour from pelect circles, rather than for public worth,
wa shall always more or less have a corrupt Parliament, no matter
what the eztent of the {franchise may be.

No doubt, the wider the repressutative system, and the broader
the basis, the greater the probubility of pureness of election. OF
eourss, this nssumes the electoral body to be suffciently well in.
etructed in political matters to guide them in the election of their
tprosentatives.- But even if* thére should be any short-comings
1 -that réapect, a aystam of free aid unioterrapied. populsr repris
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sentation would in itself, in the long run, cure any defeuts 1o that
respect.  All men who aspire to become the representatives of &
free people ought to be the leaders of public opinion and not the
unwilling converts and followers of the great principles of human
progress; giving their unwilling assent only when dogged opposi-
tion has become a forlorn hope and public opinion bas pronounced
unmistakeably againat them. Unhappily, this has too frequently
been the case in the parlismentary his of England. Let us
hope it may hereafter be discontinued. legitimata oppaoeition
and a sifting of all things to the uttermost is not only n

but highly conducive to a just conclusion and proper eettlement
of oll ;_lueahm Indeed the very soul and essente of parlinmen-
tary life must ever coneist in he free and independent considera-
tion and discussion of the merits of all public questions. If, how-
ever, this most wholesome and salutary safeguard to the proper

settlement of public affairs be vitiated and rted by factioos.
position, to keep up and maintain unballowed principles and.
glaring monopolies, then such opposition degenerates into a miser-.

able faction of obstructives, and monopolising marplots, totally
unworthy the countenance and support nl?' the publie.

The mode by which the election of Membera of Parliament
ought to be effected is no doubt of considerable importance also ;
and the chief difference to settle is between those who are in fuvour
of secret and those in favour of open voting, To all men of inde-

ndent mind and action secret voting eeems not only distastelul

ut positively objectionsble; and it is to Le hoped that the time
may arrive when every man will go forth to the polling booth free
and unmolested, in the charzeter and dignity of & man, and gire
his vote openly according to the light that may be within him.
But onfortunately that time has not arrived yet. Whut then
remains to be done? Why, nui' thing that will prevent those
diegraceful seenes of bribery and corruption which have so fre-

ueutlﬂr been exposed before election committees. One thing is cor-

in, that until these corrupt practices, which are of many kinds,
be as fir ns poasible prevented and punished, the demoralisation
of the electoral body must be the consequence, and the wholo
community must suffer in proportion from the debasing effects ot
u corrupt and licentious electioneering system. In all probability
it will not only be found necessary to adopt eecret voting—for a
time at least—but slso to have a pennl enactment ngainst theso
vile practices, sccompanied with the loss of eivil rights to the
oﬁ'e.u?lem
The guestion of the proper distribution of electoral power, and

bl
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the daration of Parliaments, and other masttersof detad, have beer
wo longedisaussed, and indeed settled in the public mind, that i
winld be seperfluous to dwell longer upon them, because, aithough
they are all of the highest importance in their particnlar bearing,
they are after all but the A B C of polities. It 1s the grest resulte
that must follow their adoption that will ceeupy the attention of
Pariament and the country in futura, In fine, the great work
that now lies before us for aceomplishment is the soeial, industrial,
educational, individusl and domestic improvement of the whaole
community.

The science of political economy, tnking it in all its bearings,
is one of the mosl difficult of seclentific atésiomeuts, and comse
qmanﬂi‘, before any wise and judicions legislative sefion can be
properly taken thereon, those whe undertake to perform so import-
mnt & duty ought to be well quulified, by study and dii:gent applis
eation, tnd acquire a ¢lear and comp sive knowledge of the
great and important eubjects entrusted to their judgement for.
cansidersfion and adoption.
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SOCIAL SCIEXCE.
a o_u._._-_
EOCIAL EVILS AND THEIR REMEDIES.

The social and legislatorial arrangements of o State are so nters
twined and blended together that in exnminiog the one we cannot
properly separate it fram the cther. There can be no dbubt but
the politieal institutions of & nation exercise preat influence in tho
formation of its social arrangements:. ¥t may, however, be safely
nfiemed that the very beat of Governments cannot do so much
for the social improvement of the people as they can do for
themselves: i ‘

‘We cannot change men’s noture by Acts of Parliament, nor
make them intelligent, industrions, frugal, and well conditioned by
statute Iaw, but a great deal may be done to assist and afford them
facilities to do all this for themselves, by ealutary laws and wise
legislation. The great fault with which previons leginlation standa
very properly charged is, that inatead of affording facilities it has
too frequently thrown obstacles.in the way of social improvement
and eral progress. Beconse, in whatever statiom of life men
may be p they are what we fiud thewn either maore or lozs from
the circumstances by which they are surrounded, and bave acted
upon them during their Lives § and if seltish and unwise legislation
has contributed to the ereation of these unfuvourable cireums
etances, all wise and well intentioned men will do their utmost to
aiter and improve such arengements,

It is simply absurd, and totally ot varinnee with the lnws which
govern our moral and phyaieal natures, to create broad antogonistio
pocial and individusl distinctions, and then expect men to act as
if they had an identity of interests, The greos, the wealthy, the
powerful, and the well:to-do are no more without their trunbles
under our present social system than the poorest begpar that walks .
the street, and yet they have no more power of escape from their
social bondage than the outeast hos from his degradation. The
contrast between these two types of humanity is no denbt very
great, end we should not, pechape, have much diffenity in deciding
which of the two classes to attach ourselves to if left to our own
choica, But the vices belonging to both spring from the same
cauee, namely the anomalies and inequality of our social and legis-
latorial arrangements, And all the teachings and preaching of the
bundred thousand ministers of religion in the United Kmngdom




