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MEMOIR

THOMAS CRANFIELD.

CHAPTER L
Fit0M HIS BIRTI TO MIS MARRIAGE.

Tronas Craxrireo, the subiect of this memoir
was born near London, on the 12th March, 1758
He was the only son of Thomas Cranficld, a
journeyman baker, at that time totally unletteped,
and ignornt of the great tnnhs of Christianity,
although outwardly moral, His mother was able
to rend pretty floently, ood this was theo considered
no ordinary nequisition for a woman in her sphere
of life,

His father had but two children—a son and &
daughter; and being sensible of the disadvantages
under which he Iaboyred from the want of proper
education, he was resolved thut they should re-
ceiva the benefit of early instruction, Accordingly,
at seven véars of age, Thomas was sent Lo a pa-
rochial school, and continued there until he was
fourteen.  He was, however, averse to instrustion
aod impntient of control; and being naturally of
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L FROM TS BIRTI

a fiery temper, et could 1ll brook the discipline
and restrant necessary for a well-regulated school *
he therefore frequently absented himsell] without
the knowledge of his paremts, for two or three
successive weeks,  For theze offences he was se-
verely punished, both by his master and [ather,
without cffcet. As be grew older, his aversion to
books became sill more mamifest,  He way genc-
rally lusl i his class, while 1o fights and centen-
tions he was always foremost.  Many were the
pugilistic encounters which took place smooyg his
schoolfellows through his influence ; and often has
he indueed them to sally out, in a bady, for the
purpose of attacking the scholars of o peighbouring
sehoal.

At this time he was addicted to the most vicions
habits. In a letier to a friend, written shortly be-
fore his decease, he states—= | can say, with Mr.
Whitefield, that I was froward from my birth, |
wias =0 brutish as o hale instruction, and shun all
opportanities of receiving it. 1 ean date very
carly nets of lying, lilthy malking, and foolich jest-
img. | used o corse and swenr, break the Sabbath,
and steal money out of my mother’s pocket,  In.
deed, it would e impossible to mention all the
sins and oflenees of my vounger days ; mv heart
wiorld fail me in this reeital, were T nat assured
that Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for me.”

He was likewise very eruel in his disposition, espe-
cinily townrds the brure ereation. "T'n torment
horses, sheep, and pigs; to hang cals and dogrs ;
and to wring the necks of -rluc]-.s, fowls, sparrows,
&ee., afforded him merriment and delizght.  His
father's eellar was hiz slauchter-house, where
many such revolting scenes wers exhibited,  [n
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desd, one day, he hung, io sport, one of his ploy-
fellows, and but for the interference of a labotring
man, wha providentially eame to the spot at that
juncture, apd saw the lad suzpended by the nja::ih
he would have been strangled. Al another time,
mercly from a love of mischief, he set fire to his
father’s house; but as it happencd in the day time,
the flames wore extinguished belore they occasioned
much damage,

In his vouth, he experienced some remarkable
instancez of providential deliverance. Once he
fell into a deep muddy ditch, from which he was
extricated with muoch difficulty, and apparently
lifelass. At another time, when crossing the niver
in 8 baat, he fell overboard, but was picked wp
by a fisherman.

None of these things, however, suitably affected
him. He grew more hardenad in sin, and mani-
fested a sl stronger hatred to overy thing like
instruction. The consequence was, that, when
rernoved from school, he was scarcely able to read
the New Testament, and could wnte bot very in-
differently.

O attaining his fourteenth year, his father ap-

repticed him to Me, Poole, a reapeetable tatlor tn
ndon, who ok great intercst in his youathful
charge, and laboured to the utmost of his power
to promote hiz moral and spiritual improvement.
He fook him twice every Sabbath to a place of
worship ; but the service to him was so extremely
wenrisome, that he often endeavoured, though in
vaity, o prevail on his master fo excuse his attend-
Ve,

Fificen months possed away in this manner,

during which time he had made considerable pro-
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greas, not ooly in his business, but also in reading
and writing ; but being weary of restraint, ho re-
solved to leave his master’s house, and an aeei-
dent soon ocearred which induced him to pot his
design into exceation,  His master had a favouor-
ite turd, and Thomas was ardered 1o clean oot its
caje. In an unguarded moment, the door of its
prison wag lelt open, and the bird quickly made
his escape.  For this oeglizence the youth was
threatened with punishmenst; ond being predeters
mined to abscond from his situation, he thought
this the most ftting opportunity ; therclore, imme-
diately packing up his clothes, and o few other
articles, he lell s home and travelled towards
51, Alban’s, where he arrived the same evenlng.
At a lpdmng-house in thie place he found an
asvlom for the nizht, for which he paid two-pence.
He aruse early the next morning, and set [orward
towards Northompton, a distance of about foriy-
five miles from 31, Alban’s, and reached that town
in the evening of the same day. Notwithstanding
the fatigue ocensioned by so long o joucney, the
following morning found him on his way to Co-
venlry ; and here Tiis scanty stock of money heing
exhansted, he sold his new suit of clothes (or half
a guinea, At this city be rested one day, uad then
pushed forward to Birmingham, where he hoped
to obtain employment.

Mr. Poole, s master, upon hearing that s
appreatice had absconded, immediately made the
circumstanee known o his parents, who =ent io
nil directions to azcertain the place of his conceal-
ment, not doubting that be was somewhere: about
town ; but alfler fruitiessly searchinz for him many
days, they gave up all hopes of ever sesing him
agnin, believing that he was drowned.



