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CHAPTER I.

In a gloomy no-thoroughfare stroet—one of those
dﬂa;'.'.ribad by house agents ag situated in an aristo-
cratic neighbonrhood and near the parks—there
etood Blomberg House, the town residence of the
most noble the Marquis of Cankerfield: a gloomy
mangion, which, built in the reign of the second
George, in a then remote suburb, had enjoyed
almost complete isolation for more than a century
till the ruthless hand of progress, and conssquent
rush of eabs, omnibnses, and promizenous vehicles,
laid it open to the vulgar gaze, whilst traffic in
general so invaded its precincts as to render it in
the estimation of its noble owner simply uninhabit-
YOL. I. B
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able. For some years previous to the irruption of
the vandals above referred to, the honse had been
used only at intervals 4s & residence by the family,
the members of which preferring to pass the greater
part of their time in more agreeable localitice pos-
sessed by the Marquis, who was the fortnnate pro-
© prieter of several country seats, the finest of which
—a palatial residence, surrounded by a magnificent
park, in the midland counties—being what is termed
a “show-place.” He had also a stronghold of the
date of the last centory in the Highlands, and a
charming retreat amid the Burrey hills, where the
second wife of the present noble owner and her
family chiefly resided.

At the time our story opene, some forty yeara
ago, two remarkable events occurred, almoest simul-
taneonsly, in the Cankerfield family—the one
being the death of Viscount Mildown, the eldest
son of the Marquis, sole offspring of his first mar-
riage; and the other the wedding of his second
gon, Lord Augnstus Blomberg, who had gained the
affections and handsome fortune of the danghter of
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» millionaire. Lerd Mildown died sbroad, and so
suddenly that his family bad no intimation of his
illness. The news of the melancholy event, which
reached the family on the day after the wedding
of his half-brother, did not, however, cast muoch
gloom over its members, - The Marquis, not having
been on terms with his mon, expressed no regret at
his loss ; and the Marchioness, although displaying
the amount of regret which the decornm of life
demanded, did not affect any deep sorrow at the
death of a stepson. The departed nobleman had
been estranged from his father from early child-
hood, for on the occasion of the second marriage
of the Marquis, his widowed sister, Lady Caroline
Dashwater, being childless, had volunteered to
undertake the bringing up of the child, an arrange-
ment which gave its stepmother much satisfaction, -
whilst Lady Caroline wes most anxious to have the
charge of her nephew, Ho it was that father and
son, estranged from the first, became more s0 as
. years rolled on; a state of things which ended

in an open rupture bstween them when the
B2
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young man, on attaining his majority, openly
opposed the Mirquis’s proceedings as regarded
the settlement of property, and went so far as
to appeal, and successfully, to the law to restrain
his father's action in the matter, a step which
so deeply offended the defested parent that he
refused to see his son, thongh the young man
had ‘expressed a desire to be reconciled, as he was
about to leave Fngland for some years, chiefly in
order to avoid the consequeunces of the quarrel
with his father. The Marquis was, however,
inexorable, and Lord Mildown went abroad un-
forgiven, never to return to his paternal abode.
A ghopt time previeuns to his sudden death he
was in town for something less than a week, but
gaw none of his relatives, his aunt being away
from home; sand ag the object of his visit was
to confirm the proceedings he had slready taken,
in opposition to his father’s designs on the family
property, he deemed it not to be a favourable
opportunity to renew his overtures for a recon-
eilistion. His sudden death gave the Marquiz a




