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LIFE OF STERNE

CHATTER 1
ME STERNL IN THE FRENCH SALONS

AFTER six weeks more we find him still lingering at
Paris;: he had been introduced to ‘onc half of their best
goddesses, and in & month more shall be admitted to
the shrines of the other half’ His odd, eccentric style
of speech and manncr had been much relished, and
being now firmly established, and knowing his ground,
he gave full scope te his humour. He used to ‘Shandy
it away fifty times more than I was ever wont, * and talk
more honschse than ever you heard me talk in your
days,” and to all serts of people! He could boast that
he had ‘converted many into Shandeism. Scraps of
his speech and general oddity struck on the Minister
Choiseul’s ear, who was heard asking (in better French
than Mr Sterne reported it), “ Qud Je diable est ce homme
132" ' Cest Chepalier Shandy! He had, he was told,
heard of those “ten thousand things I cannot write,’ and
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LIFE OF STERNE

of *those thonsand things 1 do which cut no figure but
in the doing.' A greater compliment still was paid him
than merely uxcitihg the (‘_uriusity of 2 prime minister,
The Duke of Oreans had formed an odd collection of
the portraits of some 'odd men, which made a sort
of department in his funoos collection ; and an artistic
gentleman who lived with him, got Mr Sterne to sit for
a full-length, to add to the eccentric catalogue, It was
considered & most fexpressive” likeness* 1t was in.
tended that there shoold be an etching done of this
picture,

Mot many years zgo this portrait came 1o light, apd a
chromo print of it was puhlished by Messrs Colnaghi,
They informed me that seme time since they became
possessed of the collection alloded to, and that the name
of “the gentleman who lived with him* was Carmontelle,
who also painted Garrick. Among the rest was this
characteristic Tikeness of Yorick, painted with much
force and goaintness. The figure is about five or six
inches high, drawn in profile, dressed in scropulous
black and elegant lace ruflles. The face is rather old for
a man of his age, but there is no mistaking the likeness,
and there is a Vaoltalrean expression in the profile, as well
as in the spare figure. He would seem to be standing on
the terrace of the FPalais Royal, and the painting itself
has much merit from its spirit and the Meissonier-like
treatment of the whole, The picture has been reproduced
by the process of photogravure, and the colouring is so

* This portrait, however, isnot to be found in the gorgeously

illastrated ' Orleans Gallery.
z



ME STERNE IN THE FRENCH SALONS

good that it may be readily mistaken for the original.
We have now, therefore, several excellent likenesses of
Sterne, including the well-known Sir Joshua, the eapital
bust by Nollekens, of which [ have a small copy, and
thiz little work of Carmontelle's.

Garrick was naturally anxious te know the state of
the French stage. That tremendous question of the
union of the two theatres was now in everyone’s mouth,
Scraps and snaiches of green-room scandal absorbed the
wrapt attention of the great metropolis. PBut the union
of the theatres was made almost a party question.,

Clairon also welcomed all the world, and Mr Sterne,
to her house on Thuersdays, *when she giver fo sat {as
they gay here) to all that are hungry and dry! She
more astonished than delighted Mr Sterne.  Her style
was ofteny the usual French declamatory pattern ; which
it requires French training to appreciate. ‘I cannmot
bear preaching,’ he said; *I fancy I got a surfeit of it
in my younger days.’

On the 1g9th of March, he wrote to his friend that he
was to be entertained that night by going specially to
see 4 tragedy damned. ‘Peace be with it and the
gentle brain that made it Clairon, at first disgusted
with her part, with all the fitfulness of an actress, had
now taken it op with ‘fwrenr’ It was st last fived for
this 1gth of March, when Mr Sterne was anticipating
such a pleasant evening—but at the last moment it was
withdrawn.

The fortnight, which at the end of Janvary was to
have been the furthest term of his stay, had stretched
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